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Junzo Tateno
President
Japan-America Society of Osaka

Inaugural message from
the incoming president

I'am honored to have been appointed to succeed Mr. Kawasaki as President
of the Japan-America Society of Osaka. I accept fully the privilege, as well as
the serious responsibility, of overseeing the operation of this association that
just last year celebrated its 70th anniversary. It is no exaggeration to say that
a wide range of activities has contributed greatly to good Japan-US relations
to date since establishing the association with the aim of “promoting
fellowship, mutual understanding and cultural exchange between the peoples
of Japan and the United States.” A variety of uncertainties exist that require
constant observation in the environment surrounding Japan, such as
geopolitical risks in the Middle East and Northeast Asia, trends in the Chinese
economy, the political situation in Europe, and the policies of the new President
of the United States. It goes without saying that in such an environment it
will be increasingly important to make the relationship between Japan and
the US robust as well as to have cooperative relationships with various
countries, including our neighbors. We take the philosophy of our association
seriously in order that the younger generation responsible for the US-Japan
relationship recognize the importance of Japan-US relations by learning and
contacting the culture, history and national character of both the US and
Japan. I appreciate your continued support and cooperation in pushing
forward with attractive activities and increasing our overall power.
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2017 Annual General Meeting and Reception  Friday, July 28, 2017

The Annual Directors’ Meeting and General Meating for the 2017 fiscal year
were held at the RIHGA Royal Hotel with 110 membaers in attendance/ Following
the reports on the finances and activities of 2016, Mr. Junzo Tateno,/President of
UNION CORPORATION was unanimously elected as the new JASOPresident with
the election of the Directors and Officers. At the reception held afterwatds, Mr.
Tateno gave an inaugural speech about the new office, and our guest, Ms, Helen
Hwang, Principal Commercial Officer of U.S. Consulate-General, Osaka-Kobe, and
Acting Consul General, proposed a toast respectively. JASO members will receive
a copy of the Annual General Meeting’s proceedings.
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Arlington Cup Horse Race Saturday, February 25,2017
On February 25th 2017, we had our annual event at the Arlington Cup
Horse Race, watching from the VIP room at JRA Hanshin Race Track. We
were extremely grateful to welcome the attendance of Mr. and Mrs. Brian
DaRin, Consul for Political and Economic Affairs from the US Consulate
General Osaka-Kobe, along with the 54 lucky attendees. The weather on
the day of the event was calm and comfortable. Our event commenced at
1:30 pm, followed by an informative lecture from the JRA staff. Some of our
members were betting on the races for the first time, and everyone had a
good time checking the TV monitors, studying their racing forms, and
watching the horses on the paddock. The “Arlington Cup” race was won by
the horse “Persian Night”, leading by three lengths from the second horse
“Red en Ciel” after leaving all other horses far behind. In the "Winner's
Circle” ceremony, Mr. Tony Petrillo, General Manager of Arlington Park in
lllinois, congratulated everyone and handed the Cup to the jockey, the
horse trainer, and the rest of the crew. Mr. Demuro won his 2nd consecutive
Arlington Cup Horse Race as a jockey. At the reception held afterwards,
everyone enjoyed exchanging their results over drinks and snacks.

enjoy the cookout together. It was a really hot day for the early summer,
but the covered BBQ site allowed us to have a nice, comfortable time. For
fun and games, we had a team jump rope competition and Janken battles
(rock-paper-scissors game). First, in the jump rope, six people from each
table competed for the highest number of times they could jump in 2
rounds. The representatives from “Table F” team jumped a total of 43 times
for the victory. Following that, everyone at the barbeque had a chance to
participate in the Janken battles, and 4 lucky people won wonderful prizes
kindly donated by our member companies. We would like to extend our
sincere gratitude to Suntory Holdings Limited, UNION CORPORATION,
SAKURA COLOR PRODUCTS CORPORATION, Fujiyaseika Co., Ltd., and THE
ROYAL HOTEL, LIMITED for donating several lovely gifts. Last but not least,
we are extremely grateful for the volunteers and Youth Support Committee
members who provided valuable cooperation and assistance in organizing
this event.
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American Jazz Night Monday, April-17, 2017

We hosted the “American Jazz Night” concert on Monday, April 17,2017,
performed by the Pacific Showcase ensemble of USAF Band of the Pacific,
at the RIHGA Royal Hotel. This was their third time performing for JASO in
Osaka, and it had been five years since JASO last welcomed the USAF Band
of the Pacific. The entire audience thoroughly enjoyed this specially
selected big band’s wonderful “swing jazz" performance. USAF Band of the
Pacific, which descended from Glenn Miller's Army Air Force Band, is a
14-piece band that demonstrates a wide and varied repertoire, from early
New Orleans jazz and sophisticated modern jazz to world-famous vocal
songs. On stage, they played Glenn Miller's standard numbers such as
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“In the Mood” and Japanese song “Hanamizuki”. They even arranged a
surprise birthday celebration for any of those attendees who had a
birthday within a day or two of the concert. Their wonderful performance
completely captivated the whole audience, bringing everyone to a
standing ovation and an encore from the band to close out the show. After
the concert, US Consul General Allen S. Greenberg commenced the
reception with a toast. The band members who had just finished the
performance also joined the party and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the
food and conversation. During the show, an unexpected gift was
presented from Master Sergeant Ricky Swuem to JASO President Kawasaki,
which highlighted the friendship between Japan and America shown
through music.

Allen S. Greenberg
Farewell Message Former U.S. Consul General, Osaka-Kobe
After three years in Osaka as Consul General, I feel a deep sense of
gratitude to JASO and all the many people who have made my time here so
fruitful and satisfying. I also feel a deep humility when reflecting on the
privilege of representing the United States in the great city that is Osaka. One
of the most memorable events of my time here was the epoch-making visit of
President Obama to Hiroshima. With the strong support of Ambassador
Caroline Kennedy, President Obama made that extraordinary visit to remind
the world of the horrors of war and express hope that moral change in
mankind could prevent wars in the future. Also very important to me was
connecting with the young people of our consular district. I was always
impressed with vitality and intelligence of Japan's students and young people
starting on careers. I hope they will do more to reach out to the United States.
On January 1, 2018, our consulate will celebrate 150 years in Kansai.
Together we have come a great distance, but we still have a great distance to
go. From my next post in Washington I hope to keep in close touch and help
inany way I can to continue travelling that road with you.
Thank you again.

Toru Kawasaki
Farewell and Thank You Former President, Japan-America Society of Osaka

As I serve out my two-year term from August 2015 as President of the
Japan-America Society of Osaka (JASO), I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to all the members of the Society. At the 2015 Annual General
Meeting, I felt thrilled as President to receive this great responsibility of
leading this time-honored society, which would celebrate its 70th anniversary
in the following year. Thanks to all of you, I am assured everything went well
and I could fulfill my role of President for these two years. During our tenure,
we planned day trips to places with little known and surprising contacts
between Japan and the US. in addition to holding annual New Year's
receptions and Thanksgiving Parties. We visited the “Yodoko Guest House”
and the “Mukogawa Women’s University Koshien Hall” (formerly Koshien
Hotel). The first of which was designed by one of the greatest American
architects of the 20th century, Frank Lloyd Wright, himself; and his pupil,
Arata Endo designed the second. We also visited Iwashimizu-Hachimangu
Shrine, where stands a stone memorial to the famous American inventor
Thomas Edison who used bamboo filaments, which were found in the Shrine.
I remember having a good time with the participants each time. This April, we
had the delightful opportunity to welcome the Pacific Showcase ensemble of
USAF Band of the Pacific. At the show, we enjoyed not only their great perfor-
mance but also conversing with Mr. and Mrs. Greenberg, Consul General
of the United States of America, Osaka-Kobe, and Mr. and Mrs. Suzuki,
Representative of the Government of Japan/Ambassador in charge of Kansai.
I learned the importance of grass-roots exchange between people through
our activities. I sincerely appreciate everyone's great efforts and support.
I firmly believe that JASO continues to play an integral part as a bridge
between Japan and the U.S., which is necessary for our bright future.
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2017 JASO Golf Tournament Sunday, April 23,2017

The JASO Golf Tournament was held at Arima Royal Golf Club on April 23rd,
2017. The JASO Golf Tournament has been held annually since 1965
except times affected by the earthquakes in Hanshin and Tohoku. We were
really lucky with the weather for playing golf. 12 members grouped into 3
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parties and demonstrated their skills for the JASO champion cup! As a
result, Mr. Kohji Ebihara won with his excellent score of Gross 89, HD 15.6
NET 73.4. At the party after the tournament, Mr. Burt, Vice President of
JASO presented the cup to him. We look forward to many entries from
members who love playing Golf for the next year’s tournament.
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Samurai spirit bridges Japan and US  Tetsuo Yagi (Osaka City)
Some of my friends, who were already members of the Japan-America

Society of Osaka, once invited me to a JASO party. At the party, there was

a pleasant atmosphere, and | had a really nice time and had a lot of chances

to meet and talk to people working in different industries. So, | decided

to join the Society five years ago. At YSC events like BBQ Parties and

Japanese Cultural Workshops, | get opportunities to teach “Chambara”

(Samurai Sword Fighting) to the exchange students, giving them a

hands-on experience. The United States is my first destination overseas

and also my favorite country. When | went to NY by myself 40 years ago,

| was so moved by a Broadway musical. Since then, | have been visiting NY,

San Francisco, Los Angeles, Las

Vegas, and other places twice a year.

| wish to promote our cultural

exchanges with American students

through our activities more

frequently, even if they are small.
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Cycling across the Golden Gate Bridge during my trip to Sausalito last year.

fBAZE Individual Members

BJIl B Yasushi Hayakawa FLE BE  Katsuhiro Inoue B
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JASO I\ FDFHESHE  JASO Event Information

A—R-YR—b ARV TEFRILESDTLEKER DAY
Japanese Culture Workshop Day

BFRN—T1— (EEREFIIFHAAHLME)
Thanksgiving Party Co-hosted with ACCJ
HEN—T1—

New Year’s Reception
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Arlington Cup Horse Race
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Sunday, Oct. 22,2017
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Tuesday, Nov. 21,2017
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Friday, Jan. 19,2018

20184 2 A% fcld 3 BFE
Feb. or Mar, 2018 (TBD)
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R . . ) ~g: \ 1 bridge of friendship and exchange between both the US and Japan without
We will post 'ihe event information on our website soon.  SFF5LTLET! sullying the reputation that we have spent so much effort to build up to this day.
Please check it out. We look forward to We appreciate your encouragement and support over the next 2 years. With
) o S \
KJASO homepage : www.jaso-1946.com your parthpatlon./ sincere regards. (JASO office) Photos by Shinya Nagatomi / A ¥t
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The new executive office has started! :
c/o UNION CORPORATION :
2-13-22 Minamihorie, Nishi-ku, Osaka, 550-0015, Japan ]
TEL : 06-6536-8752 FAX:06-6536-8753 Email : jaso@artunion.co.jp :
Secretary General : Mr. Shingo Katagiri '
Administrator ~ : Mr. Shingo Wakabayashi ,'
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From the end of July we will take over the secretariat and will be busy with
various kinds of work. Thanks to the wonderful attentiveness and enthusiasm and

effort of the former secretariat staff, | can feel a sense of fulfillment along with a
struggling spirit. We would like to promote the operation of the association as a

Ms. Emi Araki




