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2017 NEW YEAR'S RECEPTION

Japan-America Society of Osaka

2017 New Year's Party  FridayJanuary 20,2017
More than 190 people including A-JETs attended the
2017 New Year's Party at RIHGA Royal Hotel, with ladies
dressed in Kimono, giving an air of elegance to the
party. We held an annual Kagamibiraki ceremony led by
Mr.Allen S.Greenberg, Consul General of the United
States of America, Osaka-Kobe, Mr.Yoichi Suzuki,
Representative of the Government of Japan/Ambassador
in charge of Kansai, JASO President Toru Kawasaki,
Vice President Julian F.Burt, and Executive Director
Katsuya Fukunaga, followed by Mr.Fukunaga proposing
a toast with Japanese Sake. This year, we enjoyed a KOTO (Japanese harp)
performance over dinner and drinks. In the raffle draw-offering a variety of
luxurious prizes donated by the companies and from the members-the lucky
person of the day was presented with the final grand prize of a round-trip
ticket for two from Osaka to Honolulu kindly donated by Delta Air Lines.
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BBk ST DBED 75 TR RIS DK D IS L _EIF %9, We graciously appreciate the generous support we have received.
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SARAYA CO., LTD. U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL OSAKA-KOBE
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SEIFU GAKUEN
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SUNTORY HOLDINGS LIMITED
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Thanksgiving Day Dinner Tuesday November 22,2016

We held the ACCJ-JASO Thanksgiving Party at the Westin Hotel Osaka
on November 22nd, 2016. This time, we welcomed Mr.John Gregg, US
Consul Chief and Ms. Brooke Spelman, US Consul for Public Affairs and
Director of the Kansai American Center. Following welcome speeches by
JASO President Toru Kawasaki and ACCJ Vice President Stephen Zurcher,
we had a ceremonial turkey carving by Mr.Gregg. Everyone enjoyed the
genuinely authentic Thanksgiving Dinner, exquisitely prepared by the
Westin Osaka’s Executive Chef with various drinks including American
Bourbon and wines by Suntory Holdings Limited. Over 180 guests with
about 40 American guests participating, to enjoy the Thanksgiving Party
with their families and friends.
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Autumn Day Trip “ Basketball game” sunday September 252016

On September 25th, 2016, we boarded a bus for our JASO Autumn Day
Trip. After finishing our early lunch at the restaurant Kogetsu in Shinsaibashi,
we headed to Fumin Kyosai Super Arena in Maishima. At the arena, we were
extremely grateful to welcome the attendance of Mr.Brian DaRin, Consul
for Political and Economic Affairs from the US Consulate General Osaka-
Kobe, and enjoyed watching the basketball game from reserved seats.
The “B.LEAGUE" started just this past September as a professional men'’s
basketball league in Japan. This day was the opening game for the team
“Osaka Evessa” playing at their home arena. A lot of fans came to root for
them. Unfortunately, however, the team “Levanga Hokkaido” beat them
by 70 to 58. Basketball is said to be a sport that more than 450 million
people all over the world love to play and enjoy because it is easy to feel
its powerful playing and tense atmosphere just watching from the
courtside, even if people don’t understand the rules. We hope it will
become popular in Japan where the Olympic and Paralympic Games will
be held in 2020. Besides the excitement of the game, we were able to
enjoy the attractions: cheerleading, a 4D performance of teamLab led by
Mr.Toshiyuki Inoko, and more. Some of the members who visited the
arena for the first time really enjoyed the exciting game.
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BAEIL Thursday October 27, 2016

Visit from the 2016 Queen of the Court and the Princess
2016 Cherry Blossom Queen Samantha Tsukiji and the 2016 Princess Nicole
Kiyomi Harada recently paid a courtesy call to our JASO President Toru
Kawasaki on Thursday October 27th, 2016 during their visit to Japan. Our

office received another special visit for this occasion from Mr.Isao Matsuura,
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JASO BBQ Party Sunday October 23,2016
Our BBQ party with 90 participants was held at Hattori Ryokuchi Park on
October 23rd 2016, organized by the JASO Youth Support Committee. All the
participantsincluding 18 exchange students mingled and enjoyed the cookout
and drinks. For fun and games, we had a long rope jumping competition and
Janken games (rock-paper-scissors game). First, in the jump rope, six people
from each table competed for the highest number of times they could jump
in 2 rounds. The representatives from “Table C” team jumped a total of 27
times for the victory, with gifts for everyone of the winning table. Followed
with everyone at the barbeque having a chance to participate in the Janken
skills, with 4 lucky people winning wonderful prizes kindly donated by our
member companies. We would like to extend our sincere gratitude to
Suntory Holdings Limited, UNION CORPORATION, SAKURA COLOR
PRODUCTS CORPORATION, Fujiyaseika Co., Ltd. and THE ROYAL HOTEL,
LIMITED for donating several lovely gifts. Last but not least, we are extremely
grateful to the volunteers and Youth Support Committee members who
provided valuable cooperation and assistance in organizing this event.

FASE New Members

the former Vice President of San Francisco Osaka Sister City Association
and the Japan Society of Northern California, and Mr.Toriyama, Manager
for International Relations, Business and International Promotions Division,
Economic Strategy Bureau, Osaka City Government. The Northern California
Cherry Blossom Festival, which marks its 50th anniversary this year,
is one of the most famous cherry blossom festivals and has more than
200,000 participants every year. The Queen and the Princess wore bright
and wonderful smiles as they explained how they enjoy playing basketball.
The mention of this made Mr.Kawasaki excited and very interested to
talk about how he recently enjoyed watching a game of Japan Professional
Basketball League, on our Autumn Day Trip. The attendees, all enjoyed
a nice, relaxing chat

from beginning to end. -_,'..I

After their visit to Osaka
and Kyoto, Ms. Tsukiji
had plans to go to Chiba
Prefecture, and Ms.
Harada to Yamanashi
Prefecture. Both of them
said they would look
forward to meeting the
local residents living in
those areas.
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fASE Individual Members April 17th, 2017 | AMERICAN JAZZ NIGHT ﬁ;ﬁ;ié%;éiéﬁi{\ LR=INTvT
¥5 EA Masato Karashima 4 H_ 23 H (H) J)V7aUN We will post the event information on
9344w YE— Jonathan Schatzky April 23rd, 2017 | JASO Golof Tournamem:‘ i < our website soon. Please check it out.

5 AFE =R HR=p ARV N=AF 21—+ N—T1—] JASO homepage : www.jaso-1946.com
May (TBD) Youth Support Event “BBQ Party” EENZBINESFELTVET!
* 7T 7N MIA, BERE . 7H828H (%) 2017 FEHLLRES We look forward to your participation!
In alphabetical order, honorifics omitted July 28th, 2017 | 2017 General Meeting & Reception
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My door to America was music Yuki Nishimoto (Osaka City)
| often watched the TV program, “Best Hit USA” and was really into “MTV”. Through
the movie “The Blues Brothers”, | was introduced to Blues, Jazz, and Gospel music.
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At the JASO 2016 New Year's Party.
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| listened to them deeply from the bottom of my heart. This experience motivated
me to study at Kyoto University of Foreign Studies in order to learn more about
American culture and English. Through a one-month homestay program in Boston,
| finally got the chance to visit America, my dreamland. | learned the history of the
States, enjoyed musicals in New York City, and the fantastic E.T. Adventure ride at
Universal Studios in Los Angeles. My University thesis was on American musical
history, beginning with Black Spiritual music. This great music became the roots of
gospel, turning into blues and jazz, into rock and on to hip-hop. | tried my best to
cover it all, but | had to end it up around jazz, due to my time limit. After graduating
from Kyoto University of Foreign Studies, | worked as a flight attendant for five years.
| enjoyed my flights to Washington and L. A. twice a month. | gained great experience
and the confidence to walk around town on my own. | also loved visiting Honolulu and
cherished the beautiful island. | became in charge of an Osaka City international
exchange event. | still have vivid memories of the wonderful day when | attended to
members of the American Consulate General and their families on a visit to Hozenji-
Yokocho and a Dotonbori cruise, after
helping them to wear the YUKATA of their
choice. In 2006, | met Aaron Walker who is
a music event producer. Aaron works as a
"cultural bridge" between Japan and America
and he is now a good friend of mine. Aaron
introduced me into an amazing job as a MC
and interpreter for the first concert in Japan
of Tom Grant, who is known as the "Father of
Smooth Jazz". It was literally an unforgettable
memory and successful step in my career.
| dream to visit Tom in Portland, Oregon,
someday.
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My ties with the US Keiko Saito (Ikoma City)

I began exchanging letters with an American during my high school days. This was
my first opportunity to interact in person with an American. | had been interested in
the English language and about foreign countries, but at that time there was no
internet or email. The exchange of letters was a window to the world for me. In 1976,
| visited her, while the United States was celebrating its Bicentennial. America was in
a very festive mood. | was surprised to see big cars, skyscrapers,
big people, huge houses with swimming pools, big meals and
humongous cakes. | was moved by how kind and generous
my pen pal was, likewise, her family and other Americans.
My ties with the US continued as my parents hosted a student
from Texas. Following my marriage, my husband and | went to
the States for a tour of California and the East Coast. He also
had a business trip in New York on Sep 11, 2001, which was
stressful. | teach Japanese at an American school and am
impressed by the well-organized system and the staff's ability
to express deep thoughts and help students to exchange ideas.
| am always pleased to join JASO’s events with my husband,
relatives and friends in Kimono to help introduce Japanese
traditional culture. My many foreign students also look forward
to JASO’s Japanese Culture Workshop. If you see me around,
please don't hesitate to talk to me.

AV —MIE LR, Tom(E) & Aaron(F) L LI,
After the wrap-up party. From the left: Tom, myself and Aaron.
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“Saven miracle encounters” Yasunari Matayoshi (Osaka City)
I talk about the seven miracle encounters connecting the Japan-America Society of
Osaka and me. | deal in Japanese traditional dolls for seasonal festivals. | was thinking
of wanting to introduce Japanese traditional products to the foreign countries because
a lot of foreigners have visited Japan in recent years. First, | went to the factory that my
vendor has been managing overseas. Realizing the importance of English, | decided
to attend the English class soon after returning home. There, | met a lovely old man.
That was the first encounter like a miracle. We became friends right away and went
to a popular pub among foreigners in order to practice my skills in English conversation.
| next, received my second miracle meeting with the woman who is an owner of the
building next to my company, an expected coincident. She considered my wish, and
introduced another woman. It is the third person who invited me to the Japan-Australia
Society of Kansai. The third miracle woman introduced me to a good man. The fourth
encounter with him was opening the door for me
to JASO. This story continues. When | joined the
JASO New Year's party with great pleasure, | met
a foreigner who has been living for a long time in
Japan. This fifth encounter also brought me the
sixth one. The sixth person invited me to the ACCJ
meeting, where | got a great encounter finally, which
was a meeting with the Consul General. The seventh
encounter made my dream come true, which
encouraged me to introduce Japanese traditional
products to foreigners including consular officials.
Noyv’ when | look back on this chain of events, BN MET,
I miraculously encountered from person to person. At a special tour of my doll shop.

On the last Saturday of February, we held our annual event at the Arlington Cup
Horse Race. We were fortunate to enjoy the races from the VIP room at JRA
Hanshin Race Track. We hope the weather will have warmed up by the time you
receive this vol.42 News Letter. As the Kansai area moves into the most
comfortable season of the year, we look forward to seeing as many of the
members as possible at our events and making good memories with you during
our tenure.
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