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2016 Annual General Meeting and Reception

JASO held its Annual Directors’ & General Meeting followed with a
reception at the RIHGA Royal Hotel on Friday July 29, 2016. At the beginning
of the meeting, reports were given on finances and the activities held in
2015, followed by other matters including the election of Directors and
Officers. We then proceeded to discuss the activities and budget for 2016,
and concluded by proposing and approving the Agendas presented.
After the meeting, a reception was held with over 110 members in
attendance. The party commenced with a speech given by the JASO
President Kawasaki and a toast by Ms. Brooke Spelman, Consul for Public
Affairs and Director of the Kansai American Center, U.S. Consulate General
Osaka-Kobe. New and original American dishes, like California roll and
Jambalaya, mingled with those from Japanese cuisine, like mini-eel bowl
and soz77e/7 noodles. An added attraction - a four-handed piano performance
entertained members and livened up the party.
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i Arlington Cup Horse Race Saturday, February 27,2016
On February 27th, 2016, we had our annual winter event watching the
Arlington Cup Horse Race from the VIP room at JRA Hanshin Race Track. We
were extremely grateful to welcome the attendance of Mr. Brian DaRin,
Consul for Political and Economic Affairs from the US Consulate General for
Osaka-Kobe, and Mr. Akira Miwa, Ambassador for Kansai Region. This year,
we received a large number of applicants for the 58 Seats. The lucky
attendees were very fortunate to have been chosen in the draw.
Unfortunately, it started to drizzle before the main race. Despite the
weather everyone enjoyed the races, checking the TV monitors, studying
their racing forms, and watching the horses’ condition at the Paddock.
The “Arlington Cup” race was won by a nose by the horse “Rainbow Line”
in a dead heat with 4 horses. In the "Winner's Circle” ceremony, US Consul
Mr. DaRin congratulated everyone and handed the Cup to the jockey, the
horse trainer, and the rest of the crew. At the reception held afterwards,
everyone enjoyed exchanging their results over drinks and snacks.



2016 KFRAXRBEIINIXE 2016458228 (B)

EROITIVTAESHA58228 (A) . BEEQAYILIIVLT7 ST TSN
F LTI JASOD TV 7 A RS R URBAARKREL LY hrENcEL D
DELIEDN 1965FEDSHENTWBIEHED AN FTY, SEELKIEICEN.
34E128(RNLHI1R) DIV ) —TEmENE L, BBE. GROSS 100,
HD 26.4 NET 73.6T B EEASAHAREBINE L, JIL7ESNZAE
DERRIEDT VN —EHFELTHIET,

2016 JASO Golf Tournament Sunday, May 22, 2016

JASO Golf Tournament was held at Arima Royal Golf Club on May 22nd,
2016. JASO Golf Tournament has been held annually since 1965 except
intervals affected by the earthquakes in Hanshin and Tohoku. We were
really lucky with the weather for playing golf. 12 members including 1 lady
grouped into 3 parties and demonstrated their skills for the JASO
champion cup! As a result, Mr. Yoshiro Noda won with his excellent score
of Gross 100, HD 26.4 NET 73.6. At the party after the tournament, Mr. Burt,
Vice President of JASO presented the cup to Mr. Noda. We look forward to
many entries from members who love playing Golf for the next year’s
tournament.
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March 27th, 2016 was the day of our JASO Spring Field Trip to Kyoto, where we
visited the Iwashimizu-Hachimangu Shrine. We delighted in a fascinating tour led
and narrated by a Shinto priest of this shrine, which was designated as a National
Treasure on February 9th this year. We also enjoyed some early blooming cherry
blossoms in the calm and warm spring weather. Adjacent to the Shrine area, there
is a monument of the famous American inventor Thomas Edison, who succeeded
in developing the long-lasting and practical light bulb using a filament made from
bamboo found in Iwashimizu-Hachimangu Shrine. We all were amazed to witness
our guide as he lit the vintage bulb, recreating Edison’s original creation with
brilliant color and light. In the afternoon, we enjoyed Shokado boxed lunches at
Shokado Kitcho restaurant. For the design of this special lunch box, the founder of
the Kitcho restaurant drew inspiration from the personal small toolbox belonging
to priest Shojo Shokado of the lwashimizu-Hachimangu Shrine. After our lunch
break, we headed to the Asahi Beer Oyamazaki Villa Museum of Art, where it goes
without saying that the museum has an excellent collection, and the garden is a
lovely place to enjoy the changes of the seasons. On that day, the early blooms of
the weeping cherry blossoms (shidare-zakura) and the magnolias were clear
harbingers of spring. Contrary to the weather forecast, it started to rain after we got
home. We enjoyed a peaceful spring day and learned yet another interesting but
little-known connection between US and Japan.
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Japanese Culture
Workshop Day sunday, July 3,2016

The JASO cultural exchange program
-“Japanese Culture Workshop Day”- was
produced by the Youth Support Committee
of JASO and Kansai University, and held at the
Kansai University Centenary Memorial Hall on
July 3rd, 2016. On that day, there were already
several groups of exchange students and other
people lined up outside the doors well before the "
10am start. In total, over 150 participants from over 25
countries came out to experience 14 different
demonstrations of Japanese culture. Everyone really enjoyed not
only “Shodo” (calligraphy) and “lkebana” (flower arrangement), aspects of
Japanese culture well-known all over the world, but also “Ogasawara-ryu School of
Etiquette” for Shogun and Samurai warriors and “Sado (tea ceremony)” while
wearing a Yukata. A special thanks this time to the NPO Dairaku-Shoraku for
arranging a staged production of the kabuki play “Narukami” which was performed
by Miotsukushi-kabuki. After the show, some students were given the opportunity
to experience how to put on Kumadori make up. All the participants who joined
this event, including the volunteer staff, had a wonderful time together. This event
is a great way for students and interns to experience various aspects of Japanese
culture under the free guidance of experts. We hope this event will continue to be
held in the future so that there will be more chances to introduce special aspects of
Japanese culture to visitors or foreign residents in Kansai. This was subsidized by
the Nakajima Foundation and supported by JASSO.
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My chance connection to Toshikazu Sasa (Osaka City)

the Japan-America Society

| still clearly remember when [ first visited the US. My two elder sisters
went to the US university, allowing me the opportunity to visit them.
| was shocked by the size of almost everything | saw when | went for
shopping and to the restaurant. Everything was big compared with Japan.
| also went to the MLB game and found my dream and aspiration at the time.
| participated for volunteer work for the
Japan-America Society in the US, during
my off-season with the minor league.
| played in the minor league after
| graduated from the US university. | was
invited to participate as a volunteer for
the Japan-America Society by my
friend. | also, had an opportunity to
participate in the 'Japanese Culture
Workshop Day' last year. | appreciated
being engaged with the Japan-America
Society again and decided to become
its member.
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My student |Ife in America Kenzo Azuma (Higashiosaka City)
From this year, | joined JASO. It's a pleasure to meet you all.
In 1970, | decided to go to America after | graduated from a university in
Tokyo. | entered the Julliard School in New York City where | worked hard
to perfect my musical skills with other aspiring musicians around the
world. This school was a wonderful international world for me.
We interacted and influenced each other while overcoming the language
barrier. However, when | think back about the exchange rate at that time,
it was an economically difficult aspect of my life. As the days passed by,
| got used to living in America. | dressed up and went to church when
| was invited by an American family. As |
listened to the pastor’s sermon, | felt the depth
of the American culture and a strong connection
within the community. Helping me to realize
that there is in the heart of an American, a deep
spiritual discipline that guide them. By the way,
an old American acquaintance gave me an
opportunity to join JASO.
While devoting my life to the music industry
for a long time, | also want to deepen interaction
with everyone through the wonderful western
music, and | would like to move forwards a more
significant Japan-US friendship with everyone.

e Fe e Tk sk ke e e g sk sk sk ke e T sk sk sk sk ke ke sk sk sk sk ke ke sk ke ke sk sk ke ke ke sk sk sk ke ke ke ke sk sk ke ke ke ke sk sk ke ke ke sk sk sk e ke ke ke sk sk ke ke ke ke ke sk ke ke ke ke ke sk ke ke ke ke ke sk e ke ke ke ke sk ke ke ke sk ke sk ke ke ke ke ke sk ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ke ok ok ke ok ok ok ok

FASE New Members

{fBARE Individual Members

Kixk=8 Family Members

ZHINIVEV MER ST R = Kenzo Azuma /& M— Yuichi Koshiba {2 #F— Toshikazu Sasa 7 4 Rei Nakanishi
TAKARA BELMONT CORPORATION 3 £3#F Mitsuko Hori H)Il Jf# Masahiro Nakagawa %H &HHF Miwako Tada  FEEF B#  Yuki Okabe
F% HES AyumiKishino  #&t A#2  Yuki Nishimoto HEEH BF NaokoTanoi . . i i
ib)Il #%= Kiyomi Kitagawa /M@ S2ER  Shiro Ohara B} &M Mikio Tsukimitsu  in alphabetical order, honorifics omitted

JASO AN\ rDFHENIS5E  JASO Event Information

fRE %52 From the Editor

98258 (H) MOBIBUIRAT [132%5 hR— VB FEED 7 BT IIBREDT. YEEBMEL T U TV ESITETH S,
Sunday September 25th, 2016 | Autumn Day Trip "Basketball game !" BNEDT 1 EREE LT EUEDE. EEDAEL AR SEE T CLIEB.
10 BFE =R YiR—b « ANV IN=AFa— -« \=F1—] JASORBDE#EIE Lo, COHBEEB L THESRLTOHDBHFTAED

October (TBD)
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Tuesday November 22nd, 2016
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Friday January 20th, 2017

Youth Support Event "Barbecue Party"
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Thanksgiving Party Co-hosted with ACCJ
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New Year's Reception
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One year has already passed under President Kawasaki's guidance from last July.
Looking back on those days, we were worrying about whether everything would
go well. Not only JASO members but all the people who have been involved with
us, helped us to manage the Society efficiently and pass the turning point
uneventfully. We are grateful for all the kind consideration and cooperation. From
this point forth, we will make every effort to further develop and improve the
Society for all its generations to enjoy. We would very much appreciate your
continued support. (JASO office)
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We will put the event information on our website soon.
Please check it out.

JASO homepage : www.jaso-1946.com
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We look forward to
your participation!
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