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Thanksgiving Day Dinner Thursday, November 13,2014
We had the ACCJ-JASO Thanksgiving Party at the Westin Hotel Osaka on
November 13th, 2014. Following welcome speeches from JASO President
Mr. Kuroda, ACCJ Vice President Mr. Sethi, and Ambassador Mr. Miwa,
followed by USCG Mr. Allen S Greenberg demonstrating the traditionat
Turkey Carving ceremony to start the Thanksgiving Dinner. Everyone enjoyed
the genuinely authentic Thanksgiving Dinner, perfectly prepared by the Westin
Osaka’s Executive Chef, This year we had 250 guests including 100 foreign
students. they enjoyed exchanging conversations in English and Japanese,
which continued well after the MC made the closing announcement.
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+ JASO Event Information
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Tel:06-6972-9586 Fax:06-6972-9587
http://www.jaso-1946.com Email :jaso@kokuyo.com

JASO/ACC) Joint USCG Allen S. Greenberg
Welcome Reception Friday, October 17, 2014

JASO and ACCJ held a Joint Welcome Reception for USCG Allen
S Geenberg, supported by Japan-America Society of Kobe, Kyoto,
Wakayama and JAWK International at Kobe Portopia Hotel.
Following the welcome remarks by ACCJ President Jay Ponazecki,
JASO President Mr. Kuroda, and Mr. Greenberg, newly-appointed
in August, A second-term assignment to Japan, accompanied by
his wife Mrs. Haruko Greenberg, gave an impressive speech, as the
USCG for the Kansai District, mixed in part with humorous quotes,
receiving loud acclamation from the attendees, Friendly exchanges
were made over the gourmet repast prepared by the Kobe
Portopia Hotel's chef.

Rl REURFER—LNR—IAFyTLETOTTESEL
1 We will put the event information on our homepage soon.
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- Please check it out.
.. JASO homepage: www.jaso-1946.com
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Japanese Culture Workshop Day
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Japanese Culture
Workshop Day

JASO Cultural exchange program-"Japanese
Culture Workshop Day” was held at Kansai University,
Centenary Memorial Hall on Oct 26th, 2074, In the
waorkshop, we set up 8 booths, such as “Calligraphy”,
“Tea Ceremony”, "Flower Arrangement”, “Samurai
Sword Fighting”, "Cloisonne Ware”, "Ken-Dama”,
"Tombo-Dama”, “Origami” in which international
students studying at Japanese universities were
given free lessons by experts. they greatly enjoyad
the ‘first hand’ experience in Japanese traditional
arts. The event was made possible by the generous
support from many volunteers who turned out
on the day to help organize it. It was wonderful
to notice both volunteers and participants joining
with each other in the workshop, reflecting how
such sight reminds us how wonderful Japanese

arts are.
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Masao Nishijima JASO member Calligraphy
| thought that the JASO Culture Workshop is JASO event
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Tomio Kitano JASO member YSC committee vice chairman

We had the Japanese Culture Workshop for the foreign students studying in
Japan on October 26th, 2014. It is the third year of this much awaited
workshop, organized by the Youth Support Committee (YSC) and we have
devoted every effort in the preparation so that we can be of help to each and
every student to have this wonderful oppertunity. This time, the venue was
moved from Osaka |-House to Kansai University, Centenary Memorial Hall my
many thanks thanks to Kansai University's cooperation. We set up 8 booths for
“Tea Ceremony”, Flower Arrangement’, “Calligraphy”’, Samurai Sword
Fighting”, “Origami”, “Tombo-Dama”, "Cloisonne Ware" and “Ken-Dama”. We
asked the JASO members to stand in as instructors for the booths and some
JASO members kindly accepted to give lessons to the attendees. For the
preparations, many universities in the Kansai area cooperated, responding to
our PR, attracting over 80 students for the event. We will continue to hold this
event and it an annual JASO event herefoth,

of different culture exchanges. But | was amazed the many participants were
from Taiwan, China, Korea, all from the same culture of Kanji Character, using
brush for writing, joined the Calligraphy-"Shodo” booth. Those countries are the
land of its birth! | asked them why you are interested in Calligraphy-"Shodo”
booth. They replied it brought back memories of writing with brush comparing
with “the present period” methods such as the “Smart Phone”. Admirably put!
I explained about the differences between a “Fude” or a writing brush and the
western style brush to the students, which means that Workmanship itself is
different. And then, | explained how to use a brush such as “Always hold brush
upright, Concentrate your mind on the backside of (Hanshi) paper, Feel the
touch of the brush.” The quality of the strokes is more important than the
written character. Brush and Paper are the important essence for Calligraphy-
“Shodo”. | would like to encourage Japanese Calligraphy and inspire the
“Shodo” craft to the foreign students in the future.

Sachiko Gyohten JASO member Tea Ceremony

I was asked by my husband to participate in the JASO sponsored events.
My first experience was make a visit to the “ArlingtonCup”. Followed with a
“Field Trip” to "Shiga Prefecture”. My husband suggested to me to be a
volunteer staff of JASO Culture Workshop event in the JASO News Letter,
| casually agreed without being given any detailed information at the time.
Frankly, I was not given any advice of my role will be at the event. On the
particular day, | and the other members were allocated our roles performing
our respective assignments effectively and rationally. But foilowed by having
to attend a 7 Seats Tea Ceremony smoothly accomplished. | believe the
participants are strongly combined with each other in promoting the Tea
Ceremony event Furthermore, they all enjoyed interchanging the culture
with the students. I think the cuiture Exchange Event is surely “Ichigo Ichie” ora*
Once-in-a-Lifrtime’ activity. An opportunity in starting a new drama of a '
Lifetime”.

Kazuko Inomata JASO member/Cloisonne Ware Artist

JASO Japanese Culture Workshop event was held at Kansai University,
Centenary Memorial Hall on Oct. 26, 2015. Fortunately, | could have a booth
of Cloisonne Ware or ShippoYaki, where | taught the Cloisonne Ware to the
foreign students who are studying in Japan. This is the first time for me to join
JASO Cultural event as an instructor. Our booth attracted about 50 students,
who enjoyed making Japanese traditional art craft-Cloisonne Ware”. | was
very delightful that | could give them the opportunity to introduce the
Shippo Yaki in this occasion. 8 booths were set up at the designated venue
with many students attending all the time. | hope everyone visiting the booths
take back with them the souvenirs made the workshops, enjoying
the Japanese Cultures.
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“Eigo de Rakugo-Enjoy Rakugo with English
subtitles and Lunch at Ore-no-French & Italian”

We organized a cultural exchange program “Eigo de Rakugo-Enjoy Rakugo with English subtitles and Lunch
at Ore-no-French & Italian” on September 20th, 2014 (Sat). In the morning, 83 peaple including 21 non-Japanese
(American students and JET program teachiers) visited Dotonbori KADOZA, where we enJoyed watching Rakugo

with English subtitles performed by
KATSURA Koharudanji, very popular
Rakugoka-a comic storyteller and
Daikagura-Japanese traditional Kagura
performed by Horaiya Banri. After these
performances, we moved to Ore-no-
French & Italian, which is a very popular
restaurant, always full-booked, not easy
to get a reservation in Osaka and
enjoyed the chef's excellent cuisine!

*KATSURA Koharudanji : Famous diffuser of

Rakugo performing Rakugo in many countries

with English subtitles on the stage.

*Performance : Carnegie Hall in NY/United
Nations Headquarters in NY

*HORAIYA Banri : Japanese traditional Kagura
performer.

*Performance : USJ events, Touring local areas

20155 EIN—F1 2015618168 (+)

U—=AHOCVIL AT IVWLEOMICT. SELXBEAEFE A JETOBE TAESGH20AOEMBEEHIDZ L.
BROHEN—Tr—EBAICBEELEL. ENEOPICEBMEOTRBALEZ ESN. FEICLITHLLER
DEN—Fa—EBVE L T — N\ — 7 KERIEEE. SHRiSHEAE. JASORASE. I IBRISE. /A— T
2R UFASENMEET LS [T—0 LWL LLTEHOE GEBAR S, BREENMThNE L, T, KBRUSY
ST OERDTHRATITON I DETIE BHICT ) — 2 IN— T REED S D EOFEEREHE TEEV. FhUC
HECEADKBEASEDEFLS DR BHE DV TS EARBEELAFLIE. IN—FTrDEETIE FHD
SEELDYHIESHTON. ESEOPEEREFELS 1 F 177 v FMEHE, SN EEE LS TR —
TT L BENTHZS % £ 280 RS— TR TILEMEEL S o BB RS E LS TRIZe—k /

: JUIVE REAT RS | F BEHIESHSN. 2EISE LA EVAFEAESNELE,

2015 New Year's Party Saturday, January 16,2015

More than 250 people including American students, A-JETs attended 2015 New Year's
Party at Rihga Royal Hotel, with ladies in Kimono dress giving an air of sumptuousness to
the party. At first, we had a Kagamibiraki ceremony by USCG Greenberg, Ambassador
Mr. Miwa, JASO Pesident Mr. Kuroda, Senior Vice President Mr, Kawasaki, Vice President
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The Japan-America Society of Osaka

Mr. Burt, Vice President Mr. Tateno. As last year, we had a Mochi-tsuki (or rice cake pounding) by Osaka US Club, In which USCG Greenberg
showed how to pound Mochi to JASO American members for the first and then they had a try on one of popular Japanese customs in
Oshogatsu time. In the raffle draw - with a variety of luxuricus prizes donated by the member companies-, the lucky 2 persons of the day,
Ms. Noriko Nakanishi got the final prize of “a pair round trip tickets” from Osaka to Guam kindly donated by United Airlines and also Ms. Fumiko
Gobuichi received the prize of a pair round trip tickets from Osaka to Honolulu kindly donated by Delta Airlines.
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JASO New Year Party being the largest event of JASO, was held on 16th

A EANG R BADITE = A IB168 (&) (CBRBETHUELIS,  january at Rihga Royal Hotel, It was well attended with more than 250
SEOMERT, FEFE LB 52500 LOFRICTEIIBE, FBAICE  participants. We are most grateful to the members who donated to our party.
() O-r IR T VIR OBIB0AEELBH L LUK LT AZEPDOGELEY  And appreciate Osaka US Club who organized the Mochi-Tsuki. which proved
ELTe. BIEDOBERE, CHHEEL S B0 ERICRSTHEILBL EF5EEEIT.  popularamongst the attendees. Together with other attractive events enjoyed
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My memories in the United States Shigeo Irimajiri (lzumi City)

When | was a medical student in Japan, | had a chance to stay in Los
Angeles to study English at UCLA for a month. During my stay, | was strongly

1/3=F 23 VAV FAADERICEHT
2013F DR, KIRERBEOA 2/ —DO—RICNA
[ L TR FLIRCEFMBSETEHNRRICRVET, Fic,
b EFAFRICEELTVAELLT £ KRYMCA
) A B—FaFINVAT—ILOREELTREIEBERD
& ERFMGHELOREEE S AREKHEDOREICE
NieEEEL BVET, FERE S BROBENT L
Javew—TqChmn) 7Y FHETTH BRI T THE 20T
DERFAEEOCVBERNET, Rl 2—F
A FIVAT IV TOEHEREBLTHAACKEADZA 2y I ETEEH
LT SWMBICHEN. WODRMLU MU PEE, WAzl L T2 G ffE
BEREETEEE L, B, SBSHEMBRL V757 FEED
ALy I BENTNORRAOS—DOEREERLTLLELSTIFESLL
TOt A LRBLTEE L. ABRYMCAA > 2—F 3 ILRG—) Ui
EAAOLT7 70750 (1 B) R ThY, TOEEZODNADUEDIC
AUR—FYAFINRA U EEVIERESBIFSNE Y, TOSEEY . BiE
ZiRGER, MiEHE L DAy I EHIC RO L —VITHEE XL
N SERDVO—/ LB ICBASHTHVET. ZELI LT, bl
ARYMCADKEGHABMD—ETHY . HEDYMC AL DL,
KERREWTEY 752 A0 SRFRIVA K/ IWLYMCAEDIER
LREMENTVEY, LEOFREBEALTLAOKRRARBEADA
N=ELTOBMEBEEROE—HTH 2L BbNET, JASOFED
AN MBI BHRICLoTHAACEBREIZ 2“7 —ORREHEET
TBWTHYVET, BROER I 1 _Fr—ddrF+I v THY, ETEHHE
EGNFEZTET, DORLSER WHEHST 2 2—Faklr R
FEGCHEFLOA TESTLEE>TEYET, 20155 ORBMIFICEL.
HALAREOEZDZEEHEREOSICAIRBXRBEOAN—BLHREY
NEEGOE, Tfo. INETIELBLTHFMICAEESBON TS
B—F 23 FIVRA U FRELNT W EEYICE>THEVET,

NILDEWNEEREL T
BADE EDBRELIFTL,

Hid 2 Emic A LE L BRBEEROESR
HLBLSLELITAEOSE. EALIZERTLE,
M—EAEOBLYRBEEE—ETEL o T E
To. T TCEFELOLDEVDHEST BHD
& - BRIEFBALIN BICRBEEEITHCEERTS
OREXBED G 7Ly Ry —(CRET 3% BRELEE o T
EDTeKEABVE LIz 3ERIGER LU HIE 1 S BIFEZ2—TI—5 K
CTHR—hATALELE. 773 —PE2LDALDINEVD S ERATED
STEBREEDTHPEF A EEEREL. REB. BEH > TTexass
Boston~™, F LT EEI$San DiegodColoradolciT&, Hlth— LA T TR
LELLE R BED Z1—V T FEABFLIEELNGBAOEALOBS
BHATHRE L L GENFREE P RADOEAICBA b E Do E8E S
NesbB 0Lz, 2O RO SRIFLIE BOHLELT, The water is
wide TT, CNFFEZ ALKV EBE EZBORABUETA. ZATHE
WTIT{ADOMETEVEVSIEOITTT. IEZ AERARET AV FLTH
EHEEVOXLEHSROMHMEEAICETRIE L, A SETOFHE AL
WL LT R — s s, Siasw i) FiFonfc 5L BoTuEd,

BALE Individual Members

)| 1= Shuji Fukagawa =% BH¥ Machiko Miyake

¥ B8R Teruaki Horiguchi *¥ BE  Seiji Mizuno

A &Ei# Shigeo lrimajiri L &% Kiyomi Tokuyama

JILE #  Shigeki Kawakami BExk ETF Aiko Tominaga

% B2 Megumi Komori WA & Makoto Yamada ZH
I HBHE  Hideo Kudo %H & Makoto Yasuda

7% #EF Sachiko Gyohten
T #&  Takaaki
TE> Tty 9 Kevin Prusak

impressed with the magnificence, generosity and toughness of the United
States and its people. Two years later, | found myself backpacking around
the U.S. for one month using a $300 standby ( all-you-can-ride ) air ticket of
Delta Airlines, and with this trip, | was even more attracted to the country of
the United States. After graduating medical school, | started to work in
Japan but then | decided to go back to the U.S. to study about public health
at the University of Southern California. After | graduated U.S.C,, | was able
to work as a physician in a hospital there for a while then later returned to
Japan. At present, | am working at Rinku General Medical Center which is
located near Kansai International Airport in Osaka. Since our Medical
Center is located near the Airport, | periodically have a chance to see
foreign patients and U.S. veterans coming in for consultation. However,
there are only few opportunities for me to have international interaction
with foreigners outside work so | really enjoy J.AS.0.s programs and
always looking forward to attending their events. | am pleased to
contribute to the U.S. - Japan friendship through JASO's activities a way of
repaying the many kindhearted Americans who took care of me during my
stay in the U'S. Last but not least, | would like to thank the J.A.5.0. staff for
giving me the opportunity to write an article for this newsletter.

“Making Intemational

Mindeness a Reality” John Murphy (Kkeda City)
It was my privilege at the end of 2013 to become a member of JASO. As
a long-term resident in Japan and the principal of the Osaka YMCA
International School (OYIS), | am delighted to be a member of an
organization that promotes closer ties internationally and, especially in this
case, between Japan and the United States. As an Irishman, | come from a
country that has very close ties with the US. These ties, rooted in historical
circumstances, have grown stronger through the years. In working in
international schools, | have worked alongside both Japanese and
American nationals and have come to appreciate their distinctive cultures
and viewpoints. | have witnessed and appreciated the way in which it is
possible for people from diverse backgrounds to come together and work
for a common cause. As OYIS is an IB World School, international-
mindedness is part of our DNA. We work closely with all of the nationalities
represented at QYIS to foster a global point of view that is at the same time
respectful of our roots in Japan. As our school is part of the broader Osaka
YMCA we have a unique opportunity to be a part of the global YMCA
movement and have fostered ties with YMCAs both in Japan and in the US.
Indeed Osaka YMCA has close partnership with YMCA's in San Francisco,
Minneapolis and Honolulu. Given all of this, my association with JASO
became the next logical step for me to take. The various JASO events that
run through the year have given me a greater insight into the international
community here in Kansai. It is a very dynamic, forward-looking
community and | believe that QYIS has a role to play in further developing
this global viewpoint. As we enter this new year of 2015, | hope that JASO
will continue to foster strong relationships among all its members, both for
the betterment of ties between Japan and the US and also to promote
international mindedness in a world that thirsts for it more than ever.

Spread the circle of foreign friends to

understand the different culture snigeo Gyohten (akashi city)

| joined the society two years ago. When | was on active work, | involved
in the environment investigation. So | was unrelated to the international
relations at that time. But, only one thing, | accepted a host family for one
year. | felt some differences such as a culture, to keep saying frankly, an
expression of the feelings, etc with the student when | was a host family.
After | retired, | myself had a homestay in New Zealand for a month, where
| encountered the kind family, and then could understand the feeling of
the student | accepted before. After my homestay in NZ, | had another
homestay in Texas, Boston and then in San Diego and Colorado.
| continuously had a change to visit New Zealand several times.
Consequently, | could become acquainted with many foreign people and
finally understood them, [ think. At that time, | hit upon my favorite
song-"The water is wide”. This is a lover's song. The water is wide, | cannot
cross over. And Neither have | wings to fly. Give me a boat, that can carry
two, And both shall row, my love and I. We, my wife and | translated the
song into “Japan and America” and translated the boat into the knowledge
and language to understand each culture. Together with JASO members,
I wish | could have a good experience and support at the society.

KEAFEEE American Student Member
7»Ea— 2—-EY TL— Andrew Corbin Murray
Horie

ZH FEFIE Erika Yasuda
228  Kosuke Yasuda
ZH 5% Leo Yasuda
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