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2014 Annual General Meeting and
Reception Friday, August 1, 2014
The annual directors meeting, general meeting and reception were held at
the Rihga Royal Hotel with about 120 people attending. Settlements of
Accounts and Activity Reports for fiscal 2013 were presented and accepted.
The re-election of Directors and proposals for both activities and a budget for
fiscal 2014 were approved. Also, measures expressed by President Kuroda for
further promotion of friendly relations, mutual understanding and cultural
interchange between the peoples of Japan and the United States of America
including the students studying in Japan. from the attendees responded by
acclamation. At the reception after general meeting, Maya Hatch, Jazz Singer,
sang accompanied by Satoshi Yoshida. Maya won the hearts of the guests
with her unique and sincere voice which enthralled the audience.
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JASO BBQ Party Sunday, Mey 11,2014

We had a BBQ party at Tsurumi Ryokuchi Park on May 11th, 2014, which was organized by JASO Youth Support Committee following a last
year's success. The weather was a perfect for a BBQ party! We had 154 participants including 45 non-Japanese (international students and JET
program teachers) this year. To mark the opening, Mr. Keith Lommel, Public Affairs Officer of Kansai American Center at Consulate General of the
US, Osaka-Kobe gave a speech prior to starting the BBQ Party. Everybody mingled and enjoyed the food, the drinks together. For entertainment,
Kyoto University’s Double Dutch team MTTR demonstrated their skills and tricks of rope skipping —a repeat of last year. The young performers of
professional sword fighting performed a short skit of martial arts. In addition, a Tsugaru Shamisen performer, Mr. Koji Hata played the Tsugaru
Shamisen. Following these performances, we sang songs “Koisuru Fortune Cookies “& “We are the world” together. For the climax, we had a
Janken competition with everyone participating for wonderful prizes kindly donated by our member companies. We would like to take this
opportunity to convey our gratitude to Rihga Royal Hotel Osaka, The Westin Hotel Osaka, Sakura Color Products Corporation, KOKUYO Co., Ltd
for donating wonderful prizes for the Janken. Also, we are extremely grateful for the volunteers and Youth Support Committee members who
provided valuable cooperation and assistance in organizing this event.
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The Arlington Cup Horse Race Saturday, March 1, 2014

We had our winter annual event to watch the Arlington Cup Horse Race from a VIP room at JRA Hanshin Race Track on March 1st, 2014. As this
day was the opening day for the Race Track in 2014, the green on the course was amazingly beautiful as we looked down from the room with a
magnificent view. This year we had many applicants for 45 seats allocated for JASO by JRA. The attendees were all blessed with good fortune
having successfully selected. With the close approach of the main race, the atmosphere became arousing for some of the members who had
been winning in earlier races. In the Arlington Cup race, #i#ey /s/e the No.1 favorite, easily won. USCG Patrick Linehan handed the Cup in the
winner’s ceremony to the owner of the horse, Ms Mizuki Noguchi, Director and Senior Advisor, OBIC Co.Ltd. Because the race was won by the
most favorite horse, many had predicted the winning tickets. And at the reception held afterwards, the atmosphere became quite pleasant and
delightful as people exchanged each other's favorable results.
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Field Trip to Shiga Pref. “A tour of KOKUYO NOTE Factory and Japanese confectionary making” saturday, April 26, 2014

We had a “JASO Field Trip” A tour of KOKUYO NOTE Factory and Japanese confectionary making” in Shiga Prefecture with 51 people including
10 university students studying at Konan University, Kansai University, Kansai Gaidai university on April 26th, 2014, In the morning, we visited
KOKUYO NOTE factory and had a factory tour. Whence, we moved to Kano Shojyu An-Sunai no Sato, where we had a Washoku lunch named
"Miyama Tsudura Bento”. After lunch, we tried to make some Japanese sweets, “Haru no Yama” and “Sakura” in accordance with a Japanese
confectionary chef's instruction and advice, and which was followed by attending a Japanese tea ceremony.
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JASO Golf Competition Saturday, Mey 31,2014
JASO Golf Competition was held at Arima Royal Golf Club on May
31st, 2014. JASO Golf Competition has been held annually since ‘ -
1965 except intervals affected by the earthquakes in Hanshin and Tohoku. Our Mr. J. Burt — JASO's VP, extended a warm welcome to the
participants, thanking for their attendance in supporting JASC's annual golf event. And wishing them enjoyable golfing. We were really lucky
with the weather for playing golf. 10 members including 1 lady grouped into 3 parties. Everyone was eager to demonstrate their skills to win the
JASO champion cup! The result was - Mr. Sho Nakamoto won with his excellent score of OUT42, IN46, Gross88, HD14.4, NET73.6. At the party after
the competition, Mr. Okubo, Secretary General of JASO presented the championship cup to Mr. S.Nakamoto. And, consolation prizes to the lucky
winners. We look forward to receiving many entries from members who love playing Golf for our next year's competition.
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Jazz, America, and Japan
Wherever you go in the US, you can find JAZZ!

America won its independence in 1776, was a young country,
and proudly recognizes jazz music as one of its unique cultural
traits. Nowadays, many jazz festivals are held all over the world.
Europe enjoys its summer jazz season during June, July, and
August when there is little rain. In Japan in August, despite the
season’s hot weather, evening showers, and sometimes even
typhoons, there are over 200 jazz fests.

Origins of Jazz
Jazz was first performed in New
1 Orleans around 1900 by Creole and
other performers. It is memtioned
that JAZZ was originally a funeral
music, performed by musicians,
positioned in the second row of the
H funeral procession returning from
S ; the cemetery. Louis Armstrong, a
trumpet player, performed in the Dixieland Style and taking jazz a
leap forward. In 1917 during World War |, Storyville in New Orleans,
the jazz Mecca of the era, was closed because of the prohibition
against entertainment, and then many
laborers moved from the south to the north
to find work, starting the so-called migration
of the nation. During the Prohibition era, the
center of the jazz world moved from North
Chicago and Kansas City to NY’s Harlem area
where Duke Ellington, Count Basie and
others took the world by storm with Swing,
a style of ballroom dance music. After World
War Il in 1945, the US occupation forces E
brought jazz to Japan. At that time, Japan W&
defined “jazz" as music for dancing (swing) i
and “bi-bop” as modern jazz.

The British Invasion

In the 50s and 60s, jazz has been associated with the US civil
rights and the African independence movements. But, In 1964, the
Beatles made their debut which swept the world music scene. They
also came to the US with their go-go dance music, which became
the rage, replacing the US swing jazz as the most popular. Some
white Americans were greatly upset claiming that the origin of
Beatles’ music was black music. In Japan, the Beatles also became
very popular, but they were
opposed by the PTAs and NHK as
a delinguent group because of
their long hair. Nowadays, the
Beatles’ songs are now in school
textbooks. Music always reflects
the changing of the times.
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After aII, it's the United States of America ' Yutaka Nisimura (Kyotofu Kizugawa City)

I became a JASO regular member since November, 2013. YOROSHIKU ONEGAISHIMASU! My first contact with the U.S citizens was at my English
conversation school after | entered the work - force. | studied American English and its cultural background with humor. After that | could speak
English a little and wanted to go abroad. | started my foreign experience from Europe. Speaking of my travel experience in the United States,
I have been to the countdown at Times Square in NYC on New Year’s Eve twice, once before and once after September 11th. | remember | had
to hold my requirement to go to the bathroom, because the coldness was unbearable. | really enjoyed this great event with over 1 million people
from all over the world. No other country can hold such an amazing event. It was like a Hollywood movie. This memory will stay with me for the
rest of my life. Through my travel experience, | found there were some countries which have the same or better livings standards than Japan.
These countries have certain strong competitive industries which contribute to their national income. They are rather small to medium size
countries which have neither domestic IT industry or “an automobile industry. | realized it is not easy to develop and sustain high standards of
living as the larger sized countries. Both the U.S and Japan are developed countries, each with a population of over “one”hundred million, along
with other common aspects in terms of economic and living standards. | think it is natural for these countries to work together to contribute
toward our planet. If these two countries are embroiled with each other, it is a loss for the world. Nowadays it is easy to get superficial information
through the media and internet. Nothing is stronger than human contact. Unfortunately we do not have enough opportunity to encounter the
U.S nations in our daily life in Osaka. | don’t think many Americans reside in “the Kansai region compared to other foreigners. | didn’t have any
chance to express my deep appreciation for the operation TOMODACHI. After | joined JASQO, | was able to meet many American people from the
exchange students, the Consul General, and through various cultural exchange events. My favorite JASO event was the Thanksgiving Dinner
party in Nov. | have been studying English from NHK's radio program. When in November, Thanksgiving always comes up in the program. | do
not know of any restaurant in Osaka serving Thanksgiving dinner. It has been a dream for me. JASO gave me my first turkey dinner experience in
my life with the U.S. students. | could also meet many Japanese members who have been supporting JASO for years. It is a very important and
valuable thing that JASO has been running for many years. If we both are small countries, we can talk only about minor topics like food or culture.
Both the US. and Japan are large size countries along with many things in common. Therefore we JASO can bring up many things, such as
business, sightseeing, entertainment, politics, modern history etc. without hesitation. | am looking forward to eagerly strengthen friendship with
the U.S. citizens who have come from far away.
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Global Citizenship Through JASO Rose Tanasugam (Kobe City)

Born and raised in Los Angeles, | grew up playing tennis with friends from Japan and competed against top Japanese juniors in international
tournaments in Thailand. These experiences later inspired me to study Japanese at Cornell University. After graduation, | moved to Shimane
Prefecture where | was assigned as an assistant English teacher for the Japan Exchange and Teaching Program from 1990-1993. My life in the
Iwami region was unforgettable, and a piece of my heart remained there until 2003, when | came back to reclaim it as one of the first alumni to
participate in the JET Program a second time. Now as a JASO member, | have a chance to repay my debt of gratitude to Japan and its people, and
to contribute to the friendship not only between the US and Japan, but many other nations represented in Kansai's international community.
I very much look forward to meeting more and more members at JASO's wonderful events and helping to maintain JASO's ties to the JET
community, as well as helping JASO to recruit new members.
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fmEE %52 Editor's column

BEREBIEESTRE—F, ATHBROBR T LI A, SO One year has already passed under President Kuroda' s guidance. Having experienced ups and
FEIE FEEVER TN ,167RDH ICTEMWEE, SBAEASESF  downs during the first year, we had 1,167 attendees including 218 overseas students studying in
2188 TLIL HIFETHBASRO TS LEELY—BERR TS Japan participated in our JASO events. In facing the 2014 Fiscal year, JASO will endeavor to
B MBI/ ETMIEATVERVEBOTHYE T 5IFHE.  further promote the cultural interchange within the membership and to carry out attractive
CTERECEREBYETLOBBUOEL EiFkT, events for the society. We will very much appreciate your continued support. Thank you.
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