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Chicken Ramen Hands-on Workshop and Walking along

Tenjinbashisuji-Shotengai with Rakugoka Saturday, September 28, 2013
We organized a cultural exchange program “Chicken Ramen Hands-on Workshop and Walking
along Tenjinbashisuji-Shotengai with Rakugoka” on September 28th, 2013 (Sat). In the morning, 46
people including 11 American students visited the Instant Ramen Museum, where ‘the one and only’
"CUP NOODLES” are being made at MY CUP NOODLES factory; Also, where the Cup (for CUP
NOODLES) was designed. Here also, the soup flavor was concocted by adding the ingredients by
ourselves. From 11:00am, we participated in the manufacturing process of Chicken Ramen; by mixing
the wheat flour, kneading the dough, steaming the noodles, the flavoring the steamed noodles, up to
the process of drying the noodles by the “The Flash-Flying Method". It was great fun! In the afternoon,
31 people moved to St. Regis Hotel Osaka by bus for lunch, where we felt a little bit of the atmosphere
of New York. We had a buffet style lunch with Rakugoka, Katsura Koharudanji*. After lunch, we went
to “"Hanjotei” in Tenma and had a guided-walking tour of Tenjinbashisuji-Shotengai by Rakugoka,
Katsura Ichinosuke. *Rakugoka: a comic storyteller. 3 ]
*Katsura Koharudanji: Famous
diffuser of "Rakugo” performing
Rakugo in many countries with
English subtitles on the stage.
He performed at the Carnegie Hall
in NY/United Nations Headquarters
inNY
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‘Japanese Cultural Workshop Day’ Sunday, October 27, 2013

JASOQ Cultural exchange program - “Japanese Culture Workshop Day” was held at Osaka International
House on Oct 27th, 2013 with 124 foreign students from 27 countries. For the workshop, we set up 8
booths such as “Flower Arrangement”, “Kimono Dressing”, “Calligraphy”, "Kyoto-style Accessory”,
"Origami”, "Tea Ceremony", “Traditional Japanese Dance", “Samurai Sword Fighting” The international
students studying at Japanese universities were given lessons by experts free
of charge. Everyone greatly enjoyed hands-on experience in Japanese
traditional arts. The event was made possible with the generous support
%, from 51 volunteers who turned up on the day to help organize it. It was
wonderful to see both volunteers and participants soon opened up each
other in the workshop creating a camaraderie atmosphere reminding us how
. wonderful Japanese arts were.

LPIe F& "

Y R




A X2 b LR— bk EventReport

2013 HSIN—T1 20134118278 6K)
2013511 H27B(K) VT A7 RFIVKIR T, KIRBXBeLERXER IESERT (ACC)) £EICLS
BHBN—T—5HEVLELE. ET7ACCIEISHE. ERIASOSERODAE—FICE|ERE NEH
EAEEYEHEAFEOCEE,. T LT 51, BARERFAERBEEENTIVAAM TEBICLSZ2—F—
Dhy T4 FERADNTbhELE. BMBOERIE. VT ATV RTFIVAROY T 7ICL2TIEES LWL
BRSNEERE LSS, RBEFH CREEDABILARBERUENE LS, SEOBNER
#2305, SBH0AL EONBEADALICTEMWNEE, ABEBEEH/\—Tr—¢EEVEL

2013 Thanksgiving Day Dinner  wednesday, November 27, 2013

We had the ACCJ-JASO Thanksgiving Party at the Westin Hotel Osaka on
November 27th, 2013.Following welcome speeches by ACCJ Vice President
Mr. Sethi, JASO President Mr. Kuroda, and Ambassador Mr. Kojima, followed
by US Consul Brian Himmelsteib's ceremonial Turkey carving. Everyone
enjoyed the genuinely authentic Thanksgiving Dinner, tastefully prepared
by Westin Osaka’s Executive Chef. This year we had about 230 guests
including over 60 foreign guests. They enjoyed their conversations in both
English and Japanese, which continued well after the MC made the closing
announcement,
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2014 New Year's Party ‘SHINNEN KAY' 1,...., 7 50)s 14 NEW YEAR’S RECEPTION

More than 250 people, including American students rhe Japan-America Society of Osaka

attended the 2014 New Year's Party at Rihga Royal Hotel. The
ladies in their Kimono dress gave an air of sumptuousness to the
party. At first, we had a Kagamibiraki ceremony joined by USCG
Linehan, Ambassador Mr. Kojima, JASO President Mr. Kuroda,
Vice President Mr. Burt, Vice President Mr. Kawasaki. Similar to
last year, we had a Mochi-tsuki (or rice cake pounding)
demonstration by the Tennoji-Rengokai. USCG Linehan and Mr.
Kanegusuke tried their skill at Machi-tsuki, For the JASO
American members — it was a' first-time’ experience for them.
They all had a try, at rice cake pounding, one of popular
Japanese customs at Oshogatsu time. The raffle draw — with a
variety of attractive prizes donated by the member companies
— the luckiest person of the day, was Mr. Shuji Fukagawa who
won the Grand prize of “a pair of Business Class round trip
tickets” from Osaka to Guam kindly donated by United Airlines.

2014 N — T TR D785 kk List of Donators for 2014 New Year's Party
HEROEN ZTEEIC LA SEMHRL EiFEd, We are extremely grateful for the generous support we have received.
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Do you remember Daniel Pearl?

He was an American journalist who, true to his calling, sought
the truth whatever the risk. But he was an amateur violinist who
loved music, as well. Daniel Pearl was born in New Jersey, but grew
upin Los Angeles. He graduated with a degree in communications
from Stanford University in 1985, having co-founded a student
newspaper and reported for the campus radio station. After
working for several regional American newspapers, he joined the
Wall Street Journal's Atlanta bureau in 1990, later moving on to
the Washington, D.C,, bureau, followed by a posting in London. He
made a name for himself covering the ethnic wars in the Balkans.
In 1999, he married the French journalist, Mariane Van Neyenhoff.
It was as the South Asia bureau chief of The Wall Street Journal,
based in Mumbai, India that Daniel Pearl tragically became known
to the world. On January 23, 2002, Pearl was kidnapped on his way
to an interview in Karachi by a militant group calling itself the
"National Movement for the Restoration of Pakistan Sovereignty".
The group sent the United States an email spelling out a range of
demands, including the freeing of all Pakistani terror detainees,
with attached photos of Pearl handcuffed and with a gun to his
head. There was no response from U.S. government. Nine days
later, Pearl was beheaded. His body was not -
found until May. Later that month, his son,
Adam Daniel Pearl, was born in Paris,
almost four months after Pearl's death.
Pearl’s wife, Mariane published a memoir
entitled, “A Mighty Heart”, in which she
described their life together. In 2007, it was
made into a film by the same name,
produced by Brad Pitt and starring Angelina
Jolie. Shortly after Pearl’s death, his parents
founded the Daniel Pearl Foundation.
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The foundation’s mission is to promote cross cultural understanding
through journalism, music, and dialogue. On October 10, 2002,
which would have been his 39th birthday, the Foundation
launched Daniel Pearl World Music Days. Organizers sought to
mourn his death and celebrate his achievements as a journalist
through the music he deeply loved, by creating an international
network of concerts that reaffirm his commitment to tolerance
and humanity. Eleven years later, it has now grown to include
more than 11,000 performances in 129 countries during the
month of October. As part of last year's Daniel Pearl World Music
Days, U.S. Consul General Patrick Linehan held a jazz piano concert
on November 15th at the Consul General's residence in
Nishinomiya. That night, several Kansai area Consuls General of
countries such as Germany and India joined the members of the
Japan-America Society of Osaka and others attending the concert.
The performance was by Mr. Ryo Fukui, a jazz pianist who Mr.
Linehan has known since his earlier posting at the U.S. Consulate
in Sapporo. Mr. Fukui played several jazz numbers and the
audience was moved by his quiet, beautiful performance. Mr.
Fukui was born in Hokkaido in 1948. He took up the accordion at

~ theage of 18 and the piano at 22. He released
his first album “Scenery” in 1976, which has
been followed by three albums so far. His
home venue is his own live house, “Slow
Boat" in Sapporo, but he also travels to play
nationwide. Knowing the story of Daniel
Pearl's life and death and the values that he
embodied, anyone attending Mr. Fukui's
performance that November evening could
recognize the important things that beauty
and international understanding have.
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JASO Creates a Welcoming Atmosphere Mark McCracken (HgashiOsaka City)
There are several groups in Kansai that foster interaction between Japanese and foreigners. And while some of those groups are good for
people specifically interested in business, or families searching for a place to play sports and relax with their children, JASO seemed right for me
because it offers good value. The annual membership fee is relatively low, and we can choose which of the various annual events we want to
attend. In the U.S., people seem to be more open to starting conversations and instill friendships with complete strangers - for example, with
people sitting next to each other on an airplane. But here in Japan, people seem to avoid contact unless there is a third person initiating a formal
introduction. One of JASO's key strengths is that it creates an atmosphere in which complete strangers are encouraged to introduce themselves,
exchange backgrounds and share a drink. | grew up near Chicago and after college moved to Arizona and then Texas. In 1990, | came to Japan to
teach English at an ‘eikaiwa’ school in Nishinomiya. Since then I've taught a lot of English, mostly corporate training at companies, all over Kansai.
| also studied Japanese for a year (though I'm still less than fluent), and got a Master's Degree in Education. I've also spent a lot of time drinking
Starbucks coffee and walking around the shopping malls. However, before joining JASO, | didn't get much of a chance to meet people outside of
work. At the JASO events |'ve attended, though, I've had the pleasure of meeting plenty of people. Most of them have some kind of connection to
either the United States or Japan and many of them are leaders in their fields. Although | originally thought the best thing about joining JASO
would be the delicious Thanksgiving turkey dinner I'd seen pictures of, I've found the opportunity to meet new people to be more valuable.
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Memories of Thanksgiving Harutoshi Imai (Osaka City)

The JASO Thanksgiving Party which | participated in November last year was the event that brought back fond memory of generous American
families, having invited me to their homes for the Thanksgiving dinner celebration. The America that | saw 22 years ago was a nation with the
established tradition of democracy, a thriving economy driven by entrepreneurship and innovation, the world-class education system open to
all nationalities, and a society with a strong belief in tolerance for others and respect for individual freedom. As a foreign student in America with
minimum English language skills, | was given an opportunity to improve them in the intensive English language courses designed by the
university. As | completed my undergraduate courses, | was given a new opportunity to seek my education further in the graduate school, where
the university generously funded my tuitions with a scholarship. Learning along with the American students of diverse backgrounds and
interacting with students around the world not only enriched my student life, but provided me with knowledge and experience that | would
need to survive in the increasingly competitive world. 10 years have passed since returning to Japan, but my passion to convey the wonderful
aspects of American society to the Japanese youths led me to an assistant position at the Public Affairs Office in the United States Consulate
General of Osaka-Kobe last year. | would be very much honored to take part in “fostering mutual understanding and trust between the two
countries”, and looking forward to the opportunities in participating in the events organized by the Japan-America Society of Osaka. Last but not
least, | would like to thank the JASO staff for giving me the opportunity to contribute to this newsletter.
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AREXBEEEREEMTELT B(CLFEFEBHLELE. Six months have already passed since we took over the JASO executive office. During this
COE, 7Za—IbF U v - BRSO b - B3 - shELTED  period, we believe that we had a fruitful interexchange with JASO members and their guests
ARVEERLUT, ELOSES0ERSLTREREHEESHFELIz. through the events like Field Trip, Japanese Cultural Exchange, Thanksgiving Day Dinner, 2014
AELFEERNICESHDO ANV P ECEELTEYETOT. BoToEN  New Year's Party. As we are planning to have many more events through the year, we would
W%, EHESIC. SEHITHESENTT, appreciate your participate in them and enjoy talking to JASO staff members also.
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