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President’s Message AkhiroKuroda

President Japan-America Society of Osaka

The origin of the Japan-America Society of Osaka (JASO) can be
dated back to as early as 1915 when the Japan-America Society of
Kansai was founded. After the interval of WWII, JASO was
established with a renewed format in 1946 by a group of people
from the private sector who foresaw the importance of strengthen-
ing the tie between Japan and the U.S. Since then, based in Osaka, it
has contributed to fostering mutual understanding and trust
between the two nations through a wide range of activities.
Currently, our membership exceeds 840 and is one of the largest
among the Japan-America Societies in Japan.
With the globalization of the world's economy, Japan has focused,
since the period of post-war economic development, on promoting
of "Made in Japan” products. More recently, many Japanese compa-
nies expanded their operations across the borders by moving manu-
facturing and bases overseas. We are now starting to feel the wave
of globalization in its true sense, as the number of people, goods, and
services arriving to our shores from all over the world increases.
In order for Japan to be able to grow and for the people to be able to
lead happy and enriching lives in such an environment.
It will be very important to foster young people with a cosmopolitan
outlook and a society that accepts diversity and encourages mutual
understanding. JASO'S long-standing efforts towards strengthening
the partnerships between Japan and the United States will prove to
be most valuable in this context. The word “diversity” can mean a
variety of things: different nationalities, cultures, values, genders,
generations, and more. JASO embraces all of these.
We are to further strengthen the Japan-US partnership. JASO will
continue to build ties of mutual trust through direct people to
people, face to face interaction, and provide young people aspiring
to play an active role in the global community with opportunities to
experience diversity. I am looking forward to having the support
and active participation of JASO members and those interested in
Japan-US exchanges for our various programs.
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Date : Saturday, September 28, 2013

Fee : Please make references to an invitation letter for details.
Since its success expanding into America, the instant

noodle, invented by Momofuku Ando in 1958, has been

loved all over the world. At this museum you will experience

. making an original instant noodle of your own along with

- studying the whole history of the product.
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2013 Annual General Meeting and Receptlon Tuesday, July 30,2013
The Annual Directors’ Meeting and General Meeting for the year 2013 were held at
the Rihga Royal Hotel with 140 members attended. Following the reports on the
finances and activities of 2012, Mr. Akihiro Kuroda, President of KOKUYO Co., Ltd., was
unanimously elected as the new JASO President with the election of the Directors and
Officers. At the reception held afterwards, Mr. Kuroda made an inaugural speech of the
new office, and our guests of honor USCG Patrick Linehan and Ambassador Kojima took
the podium to greet us and proposing a toast respectively. During the reception, we had
= alive JAZZ performance electrifying the night, a reminder of the true American spirits.
Photo:shinga Nagatomi/ kB Sir. JASO members will receive a copy of the Annual General Meeting's proceedings.
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WFEY. Gah REBETZ/N—F2—DRZ T Following last year's success, we had a barbeque party, a Youth Support Committee's

FEEAEKTAFETY, event, at Tsurumi Ryokuchi park with 139 participants including 66 non-Japanese

. g " . attendees. The party started with a toast proposed by Mr. Gregory Kay, former Director
of the American Center at the U.S. Consulate General Osaka-Kobe, who left the country
at the end of June. The participants had enjoyed wonderful food and drinks along with
conversations in English and Japanese. For entertainment, Kyoto University's Double
Dutch team “MTTR" demonstrated their rope skipping skills and young performers of
professional sword fighting played a short skit of samurai confrontation. In the climax,
following singing together “We Are The World”, we had a Janken competition with
wonderful prizes kindly donated by our member companies, Hotel New Otani, Royal
Hotel, Hard Rock Cafe Osaka and Fujiya Seika Co., Ltd. We would like to extend our
sincere gratitude for donating the prizes. Also, we are extremely grateful for the
volunteers who provided us with valuable cooperation in organizing this event. For
next year's barbecue, we will start volunteer registration in due course.
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Golf Competition Sunday, June 2, 2013

We had JASO golf competition at Arima Royal Golf Club. JASO golf competition has been held annually since 1965,
except intervals caused by the Hanshin and Tohoku earthquakes. As this year's tsuyuv had come early than usual by 10 days
or so, the weather was a main concern of the organizer. However, the day was moderately cloudy, rather a good condition
for playing golf and 15 members including 4 ladies in 4 groups demonstrated their skills for winning the JASO cup. The
winner was Mr. Takeshi Kagawa with an excellent score of OUT48, IN47, GROSS, HD21.6, NET73.4, he was presented
the winner's cup by Mr. Koji Ebihara, last year's champion. We look forward to many entries from golf players among
the members for next year's Competition.
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The Arlington Cup Horse Race Saturday, February 23, 2013

We had our winter annual event to watch the Arlington Cup Horse Race from a VIP room
at JRA Hanshin Race Track. As this day was the opening day for the Race Track in 2013, the
green on the course was amazingly beautiful as we looked out from the room with a
magnificent view. This year we had as many as 79 applicants for 45 places, so the people
attended all possessed good fortune having successfully passed the draw. Towards the
main race the atmosphere was getting electric as some of the members went on winning
race after race. In the Arlington Cup race, Copa-No-Richard, the No.1 favorite, easily won by
one and half horse length. USCG Patrick Linehan handed the Cup at the Winner's Ceremony
to the owner of the horse, Dr. Copa, a famous feng shui (fusui) master and a familiar face on
TV. Because the race was won by the most favorite horse, many predicted the winning
tickets and in the reception held afterwards the atmosphere became very pleasant and
delightful, with the people exchanging pleasure with each other about day’s results.
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Hirano Shrine’s Cherry Blossom and
Suntory Yamazaki Distillery Saturday April 6, 2013

We had organized a Filed Trip with 44 people attended including 5 American members.
Unfortunately it was rainy and windy from the morning, but cherry blossom at Hirano Shrine
was magnificent. To our surprise, Mr. Konoike, former JASO President and Executive Advisor
of Konoike Corp. had secretly prepared for a nodate or garden-tea-ceremony for us. For
lunch, we visited a Japanese restaurant “Kurosuke” in the Kami-shichi-ken district. The
restaurant is housed in a former ochaya, which dates back more than 130 years. We enjoyed
the various Tohu dishes along with conversations in both English and Japanese in a beautiful
environment. In the afternoon, we moved to Suntory’s Yamazaki Distillery, where we
participated in a whisky seminar, factory tour and a whisky tasting session. Interesting
guestions were frequently raised, some of which were too difficult for the guide to answer.
An indication of how much we were fascinated by "whisky” despite the bad weather outside.
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Farewell Shingo Torii, Former President

I am indeed most grateful for the generous support and
cooperation received from the JASO members during my two
years term as President, which I was able to complete last month.
Looking back through the events like the two special talks on
Operation Tomodachi, which was carried out immediately after
the 3.11 Tohoku disaster, and Thanksgiving Day Dinner with the
wonderful speech and a humorous turkey carving lesson by USCG
Patrick Linehan, I found myself being reminded of how important
the kizunabetween U.S.-Japan relations was. The priority task this
society currently faces is to increase the number of American
membership so as to engage in more active partnership between
the two countries. In order to encourage the interexchange
among the young people-our future assets, we have initiated
American Student Membership and Youth Support Committee.
For the latter in particular, I am extremely grateful for those
young members who have provided us with precious supports
in creating this new committee. I strongly believe that JASO
continues to assume its significance as the bridge between the
U.S. and Japan, which is becoming more important ever.



EROBPODOLGHYEL — NI1DAEHSOT

NIANCHBTFHFROL T AHOHT, BHOBAELELREORBEEEOATEORERE L TIT< OEBRH TV, 2288, A3
ZFOT EWTL DV NTA RBICAT 7B TR, BEET AU AOLRERLS R ERAIOET 2 L. — T AU EDOHIEIC
BWTHNTCEZEBFOIEHRAGRFANSH, BETN TV REMREEL. BESZThE NTMICEGCHEBRABEERA
DEMIFHEH L TLBT EILLBDDES S, fhild. REPLHNE S E-O TV — TH—HICEG T L&Y, MeHEERFET
LWShaERELTVWS, GBS, BB BEAL t1ELOBANGREREEL T, EARICESRBPEET NI
FHECOLERICRIE. TLTRLAYET LE LT EREIEH - MR T 5T LG (BURHTANS C LB HRB L3 IChB D 5T
STONEEBRMCED>TVBHIE. ThHUASOL ESMERT20O0RBICEVROHBTNSES 5, RIE, —D0EIKEWTZOEERD
HFEHELS—DDEDERTHEDHSND T LIFHY ZGEL, TR £5 LIEEBEHNFELEVIKRICEVL T, ffe 5L bic L THEEERE
EBCTEDNTEZOL? FIFIASODA N FZEFH, NTAOREOL S GRREEHFHTRIFOBEICEZEEZI TS, HEES,
RIIASODE ST+ FTED, HEDE
RUEEMUERLOLEGVEZHLE. BRETAUACENT, HEL CHHTLAHEIL. JASOD L SEHEEFAL. LT Es2ffcbL e AE—IL
s b= FHROHERZRES ST EY I b= 2" OLANINCE T E LIFB T £ THB. T35 LIEANG ANV LIcHBIicc 2. S 5087
NE2EHE OB, Toli—BRESTRELNS S, ThH B TATOALICELEWERRETSH Y, R, HEFFRE BN BE3brIltics | E2:h
NIRRTH, ERNEHELCE—NGHRATELEL, THEERLLBICBEEVGOEHUEIHRTHS,

United in Difference: the case of Hawaii Sean O'Reilly (American Student Member, Kyoto University)

Standing in front of the Hawaiian replica of Byodoin and watching amazed tourists, American and Japanese alike, stream by, it suddenly hit me: in Hawaii, and on
Oahu in particular, conditions are truly optirmal for intercultural exchange between Japan and America. Nowhere else in the United States are Japanese cultural
perspectives respected—indeed, cherished—as they are on Hawaii, perhaps because ethnically there are roughly equal numbers of Caucasians and Japanese. | am
convinced that living together, despite its considerable challenges, can be one of the best remedies for harmful cultural stereotypes, because members of each group
can see, in the personal relationships formed with the ‘other', the falsehood of such mistaken notions, as well as a host of
commonalities to be celebrated and, most importantly, differences to be cherished and accepted rather than stifled or
ignored.Right now you're probably wondering what all of this has to do with JASO. After all, obviously neither country will ever
have anything like half its population be from the other! So how can we foster mutual understanding in places where no such
population parity exists? Actually, | think JASO events are a wonderful opportunity to have, in effect, Hawaii in
microcosm—because there are so few Americans in Japan, and (except in Hawaii) so few Japanese in America, it's really only
at events like JASO's where it's possible to form relationships with one another. My challenge to us all, Japanese and American
alike, is to use the valuable opportunity JASO events represent to move beyond the level of politeness and small talk to what
we might call 'big talk', and begin opening deeper avenues of communication. It's this kind of conversation, with foundations
firmly rooted in personal relationships, that has the potential to bring our two great nations ever closer together. That's the
future and the world | want for us all: not one torn by a seemingly unbridgeable cultural chasm between Japan and the U.S.,
nor a homogenized world where difference no longer exists, but rather a world united in difference.
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Giving back what | have been provided by people around the world Kaoru Matsushita (Amagasaki City)

My first trip abroad was to Guam, at the age of 14. While communicating with people, it occurred to me that with the English | learned at school, neither could |
make myself understood nor understand what was said to me. From that time on, | became very interested in English and during the summer holiday in my first year
at high school, | flew to San Francisco alone, thinking a direct flight was easier than " riding subway trains.” | joined with my cousin who was studying in the states and
the two of us decided to journey by car all the way to Utah where my host family lived. The vast expanse of American scenery along the way was a true revelation for
a 16 year old girl. Not long after this trip, | stayed with an American family at the U.5. Kadena base in Okinawa during the spring
holiday the following year, which made me aware of the presence of the U.5. military in Japan. Since then, | have made
numerous trips overseas at a frequent pace, and recently | realized the number of countries | visited totaled 30, including
freezing, 40-degrees-below-zero Canada, watching aurora in Yellowknife, scorching Samarkand, Uzbekistan at 50 degree
temperature and so on. In those places | had many colorful experiences, and thanks to the kind, friendly people, as well as
wonderful local cuisines, | always came back home being very much fascinated by the countries, which sometimes led me to
go back to the same places again. | am currently a member of the Youth Support Committee and supporting JASQ in programs
such as encouraging interexchange between U.5. and Japanese students. | took this opportunity to give back what | have been
provided by people around the world. My mission is to make overseas students become fond of Japan and encourage them
to make people in their own countries become to like it too-yes, in the same way | was attracted visiting overseas. | would like
to dedicate this text to those whom | met during my trips with love and gratitude from my heart.
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from JASO's ex-office staffs, and looking in while referring to valuable
documents of previous events. Succeed to the mind of seniors, we won' regret
efforts in making this society where more Americans and young people can
participate freely. Your continuous cooperation would be highly appreciated.
With best regards. (JASO office)
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