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Walk Tour “Discovering America-Related Places in Osaka” saturday, september 29, 2012
A walk tour "Discovering America-Related Places in Osaka” was held with 37 people (including 13
foreigners) attended. The tour started off from the Osaka Central Hall, and we walked along
Sankyubashi-suji, towards Honmachi, visiting places related to America. At Mengyo Kaikan, we had
a brief lecture about its beautiful architecture, followed by a coffee break in its dining room
decorated in "American mural style.” We then, headed westwards along the Tosa-bori. At Osaka
Church, Rev. Okamura related a story about Vories' architecture, including about a lecture given
76 years ago by Ms. Helen Kellar.The tour lasted nearly 5 hours, but the people participating had
“experienced” the history that exists between the U.S. and Japan. Many Otsukaresama !
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American Jazz Night Thursday, October 25, 2012

We held a concert “American Jazz Night” played by the USAF Band of the Pacific-Asia at the
Imperial Hotel Osaka. This event was jointly organized by the Japan-British Society of the Kansai and
the 55th Anniversary of Osaka-San Francisco Sister Affiliation Committee. The concert was attended
by more than 300 people who enjoyed the popular music of “swing Jazz. "After the concert, a
reception was held with a toast made by USCG Patrick Linehan. The band members having just
finished their performance, joined the party and everyone enjoyed the food and conversation in a
beautiful setting at the Imperial Hotel. At the end of the party a surprise gift was presented by Capt
Haley Armstrong to JASQ President Mr. Torii.
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Host Family Orientation Thursday, November 15, 2012

At the Westin Osaka, we had a “Host Family Orientation” with about 20 members attended. This
orientation aimed at providing JASO members with information as well as pros and cons in hosting
overseas student by Japanese families. After presentations were made by the American Fields
Service, Kwansei Gakuin University and Kansai Gaidai University on their programs respectively, we
had a group discussion with panels having experiences hosting students currently staying (or had
been staying) in Japanese families. Throughout the discussion, the host family panels stressed how
wonderful it had been hosting students as well as discussing issues in particular needing special
attention.
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Than ksgiving Day Dinner Thursday, Novernber 15,2012

Similar to last year, we had the ACCJ-JASO Thanksgiving Day Dinner at the Westin Osaka.
Following welcome speeches by JASO President Mr, Torii and ACCJ Vice President Mr, Sethi, we
received greetings from the newly appointed Ambassador for the Kansai, Seiji Kojima, followed by
USCG Patrick Linehan's ceremonial Turkey carving. Before he put a knife into the roasted bird, USCG
Linehan made a joke about a whiskey soaked Turkey named “Yamazaki” sitting somewhere in the
party. Probably because last year's food was so tasteful, this year we had 90 more guests than last
year's 145. Among 225 turn-outs, 80 were foreigners including 50 overseas students. Everyone
enjoyed the genuinely authentic Thanksgiving Dinner, perfectly prepared by the Westin Osaka's
executive chef Mr. Osamu Kurata. The conversations in both English and Japanese continued heard
well after the MC made the closing announcement.

BEOEHILEZATEHBERTESDAY 20126512898 (B)
AEEESEREZ2—Ic 0. A—A Y R—FEE20OGEIC LS HEOEGH b EEL 5 L& T
EZT—4 v DAY kKR—Y 7 5 A O ETiRESSAEIRE b —T TRl T
av EEENELELRE. 7—23y JDAYTIR. £BAICTEE TEE I TV TS M5EE
(mFEY | BXAER | BB 08 D201y avERF. FNEEELSHEMOBEML S HAE
DIEHEALDOFIEEEEZTVELGEEF—7 TR T 77 A8 BICELLA LB IR
UZRELTENML,. BO{EREAERGEYSVE L el TiThbhnfc sl v 7
vav |k BEIThEAETEPEFERLLEEENI0AERZA. ARV V7 A0FHE
TERHBERELESS, BLVLERAZROUEEEBINE LR, SEOA>7 M, @il
FATHEEBBRGSADAZy IIct>TEBEETNE Lz, A G TEOBAOITOIVESHEL EIFET,

Japanese Culture Workshop Day Sunday, December 9, 2012
We organized a “Japanese Culture Workshop Day" at the International House Osaka accompanied
by a panel talk "Let's Talk About San Francisco” and a reception, both of which were held to celebrate
the 55th Anniversary of Osaka-San Francisco Sister City Affiliation. In the Workshop Day, we set up 8
booths: “Calligraphy,” “Tea Ceremony,” “Origami,” “lkebana,” “Temari Ball,” “Japanese Dance” and
“Samurai Fighting,” in which the international students were given lessons by the experts, for free of
charge. Also, they received hands-on experience in Japanese traditional arts. In the panel talk,
people fascinated with San Francisco, passionately talked about the culture and beauties of the city.
The reception that followed attended by about 160 people who enjoyed conversation over the food
representing Osaka and San Francisco cuisines. This event was made possible with the generous
support received from 95 volunteers who turned up on the day to help organize the event.
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New Year’s Party 2013 Friday, January 18, 2013
More than 250 people including 40 American students attended this year's New Year's Party
at Rihga Royal Hotel, with ladies in Kimono giving an air of harmony to the party. After the
traditional crack opening the sake cask, the MC announced it was JASO President Mr. Torii's
60th year's birthday of “Kanreki”, and a laud hand clapping arose from the crowd. Similar to
last year, we had Mochi-tsuki (or rice cake pounding) by Osaka US Lions Club, in which
the international students had a try at one of popular Japanese customs in Oshogatsu time.
In the raffle draw — with a variety of luxurious prizes donated by the member companies —, the
luckiest person of the day was Mr. Toshiaki Tanaka winning the Grand Prize consisting of Two
Business Class Round Trip — Osaka/San Francisco Tickets, kindly donated by United Airlines.
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Bk R T IR EIC L SEEEI L P E T, We are extremely grateful for the generous support we have received.
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The Gullck Family and Osaka 1T Gulick((1832:1323)

The Osaka Church in Nishi-ku, Osaka, was designed by the American architect W.M. Vories, which
is well known as one of his major works. The church was from the Umemoto-cho Kokai, founded in
1874 by an American missionary O.H. Gulick (1830-1923). Many of Gulick's relatives became
missionaries and some of them came to Japan to establish interesting bands with Japan.

O.H. Gulick, born in 1830 to a family of an American missionary of Hawaii came to Japan in 1872.
He belonged to the American Congressional Church, which was one of the most active Christian
missions at the time in Osaka. Jo Niijima, the founder of Doshisha University, who helped to
establish the Naniwa Church belonged to this school too. O.H. Gulick's younger brother J.T. Gulick

Sydney Gulick (1860-1945) (1832-1923) not only became a missionary following the family lineage who was active in China

and Japan, but also became to known as an important biologist studying the evolution theary by

occasionally carresponding with Charles Darwin. He was a very good photographer as well, and his pictures of the Japanese scenery
and people during the early days of the Meiji period were now regarded as important historical documents.

Sydney Gulick (1860-1945), one of their nephews, was also a missionary, who lived in Japan for 25 years and taught at Doshisha and
Kyoto Universities too. After he returned to the U.S,, the international environment surrounding Japan worsened due to the Chinese
invasion by the Japan Army. In the hope to improve the U.S. feelings towards Japan, in 1927 he initiated a good will project to send
12,739 American dolls to Japanese elementary schools all over the country. Many people would
remember a song "Acime-no-Ningyo" (dolls with blue eyes), which became popular along this
project. During WWII these dolls were destroyed or burned as things belonged to the enemy, but
some of them were survived being secretly protected by a handful of people. In Osaka, one of
these dolls was discavered at Ebie Nishi Elementary School in 1989,

L.H. Gulick Jr. (1865-1918), the younger brother of Sydney and a physician, was famous for his
contribution to establishing the basis of the physical education in schools, He is also known as one
of the inventors of basketball while he was teaching at the International YMCA Training School. At
YMCA he designed it’s triangle logo, which is now widely used its branches and schools all over the
world. Osaka YMCA is located in the vicinity of the Osaka Church, which was originally founded by
his uncle O.H. Gulick and its location is related to the fact that the Osaka Church was instrumental
in running YMCA in its early days. We may found a curious loop of history in the YMCA logo on the
surface of its building, which connects the U.S, and Osaka beyond the time and space.

L.H. Gulick Jr. (1865-1918)
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EﬂjOYing my experience in Japan Emilda Gomez (American Student Member, Osaka University)

| am an international student from America, and for years, my dream was to live in Japan. | moved to Osaka on October 2011, and since living
in Japan | have been invited to several JASO events. | have attended many events and have enjoyed fascinating conversations with JASO
members and students; | especially enjoyed the mocchi pounding ceremony at the 2012 New Year Party. My favorite event was the Japanese
Culture Workshop, where | was able to wear a kimono, learn calligraphy and Japanese dance, and had my first experience learning how to use a
Japanese sword. | came to Japan to study at Osaka University, where | am doing research in the field of stem cells growth and development. The
research is challenging, but will be beneficial for the medical and research fields in the future. Through my research | want to help society and
improve medical research for future generations. Although | spend most of my time in the laboratory, | spend any free time | have traveling
around Japan. Last year | climbed Mount Fuji with my friends; it was one of the most challenging and wonderful experiences of my life. | enjoy
walking around my neighborhood and am fascinated by the rice fields, they look beautiful when they are gold and | am amazed by the hard work
that goes into them. In the year since | arrived here | have been able to try different foods, such as sushi, noodles, takoyaki, yakiniu, mocchi and
many others. So far my favorite is mocchi, but | also like udon and yakiniku. | have enjoyed my experience in Japan and encountered many
wonderful Japanese people who have helped me along the way. | am always amazed by the depth and wonder of Japanese culture, everything
is done carefully and with pride, | would like to imitate this manner of work in my life.
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My first event after 15 years. Tomoki lyama (Osaka City)

Last year's "American Jazz Night" on October 25 was the first JASO event that | had ever attended since | became a member. In fact | joined
JASQ in 1997 and | have been a member for 15 years. During that time, looking at News Letters that posted to me | thought to myself “well, it
looks interesting” but when | received my membership invoice, another thought crossed my mind - “Should | resign this time around.”
But the title "American Jazz Night" made an impression in my head, indicating that | should go. Prior to the event, to shake off my anxiety,
| asked a JASO staff — how | should sign-up for the event. And, what the atmosphere would be like and so on. The night was really wonderful:
both the Jazz performance and the reception afterwards had a great atmosphere, and forgetting my first attending | had many conversations
with the USAF Band members. And because it was such a wonderful evening, | forcibly had my friend join JASO and we attended together
“Thanksgiving Dinner” as well. Both of the events reminded me of my memory in America, which would be never tasted elsewhere in Japan.
I really regret myself having been a “sleeper” for such a long time, | am anticipating joining events more often and would like to enjoy myself
and contribute to promoting “friendly relations, mutual understanding and cultural interexchange between the peoples of Japan and the US.A"
Lastly, | would like to thank Ms. Gobuichi of JASO Executive Office for providing me with kind her assistance.
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