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Talk “Operation Tomodachi and the
Japan-U.S. relationship” Thursday,September 29, 2011
Commander Paul McClure of the U.S. Navy Japan, gave a talk on Operation Tomodachi, an
unprecedented rescue mission carried out by the U.S. forces in the wake of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, in front of 250 people gathered at the Imperial Hotel Osaka. In the talk, Commander
McClure illustrated how the Pacific Forces’ commander moved his commanding post from Hawaii to
Yokota with his 200 staffs, as well as relating interesting episodes that took place in the “front line.”
After the talk, a reception was held allowing the participants the opportunity to meet the
commander in person, taking photos and asking additional questions about the talk. This event was
made possible by the generous grant from the U.S. Consulate General in Osaka-Kobe. We are
extremely grateful for their support and cooperation to this event.
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Welcome Reception for USCG Patrick J. Linehan  Thursday, October 20, 2011

JASO and ACCJ held a Joint Welcome Reception for USCG Patrick J. Linehan, backed by Osaka-San
Francisco Sister City Association, Osaka-Chicago Association and JASK, at the Ritz-Carlton Osaka.
Following the welcome remarks by JASO President Mr. Torii, ACCJ Vice President Mr. Mestecky, and
Ambassador Mr. Kusumoto, Mr. Linehan, newly-appointed in September as his third-time mission to
Japan, accompanied by his husband Mr. Emerson Kanagusuke, gave an impressive speech as USCG
of Kansai with an incredible sense of humor, which received generous applause from the attendees.
Friendly exchanges were made over gourmet food prepared by the Ritz's chef and they seemed
reluctant to leave the venue, even after the nakajime (party-end) remarks were made by JASO Vice

President Mr. Kawasaki.
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Thanksgiving Day Dinner Thursday, November 17, 2011

This year's Thanksgiving Day Dinner was held in the Westin Osaka, co-hosted by ACCJ Kansai.
JASO-ACC] Thanksgiving Day Dinner was fifth in the succession, and about 140 people cerebrated
the most important American holiday with us. In the center of the room were displayed Roasted
Turkeys with corn-bread stuffing served with cranberry source, correctly prepared to an authentic
American recipe provided by Mr. Folk, chair of the Living Kansai Committee of ACCJ. After Consul
General Mr. Patrick Linehan's brief lecture on how to curve a roasted turkey safely and his
subsequent proposing toast, Americans attending the party were surprised by the genuinely
traditional taste of the meals and had wonderful moment enjoying every bit of the dinner. Also
there were members having pleasure exchanging experiences with American students who were
invited as guests about differences between life in the U.S. and Japan.
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New Year’s Party Friday, January 20, 2012

Nearly 300 people attended the party at the Rihga Royal Hotel. Following speeches by President
Torii, Consul General Mr. Linehan and Osaka City's General Director Mr. Nishiu, a Kagamibiraki
ceremony was held on stage joined by Ambassador Mr. Kusumoto, JASO Vice-presidents Mr. Burt
and Mr. Kawasaki. Mochituci (rice cake pounding), performed by Osaka U.S. Lions Club with invited
American Students studying in Universities in Kansai,
enhanced the Oshogatsu mood. An annual big raffle was
also held this year, in which each winner was met with big
claps and noises from the attendees. Mr. Tsuyoshi
Hasegawa from JASO won the final prize “two
business-class tickets between Osaka and San Francisco,”
culminating the whole party with his winner's interview.
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Family Trip to the U.S. Cheng Chang-Ya (Nishinomiya)

At last years' New Years Party, | was lucky enough to win the United
Airlines’ tickets for the U.S. Using these tickets, our family had a
wonderful trip to the U.S. last year. On July 6, we flew from the Kansai
Airport to San Francisco on board UA886. On arriving at San
Francisco, we transferred to Las Vegas by UA988. In Vegas, we had
the opportunity to watch the stages of “O" and “Blue Man,” both of
which were astounding in the quality of performance. While in
Vegas, we made an excursion to Grand Canyon, where we were very
much awe-inspired by American nature. Watching the magnificent
view of red colored Grand Canyon with my family will be my lasting
memory forever. Days later, we moved back to San Francisco using
UA222 and we immediately head to Fisherman's Wharf riding on the
famous cable car. There, we ate crabs at one of the restaurants by the
sea. From San Francisco we also visited Yosemite National Park. This
year, we had lots of water at rivers and falls, which was said to be
unlikely for the time of the year. In the evenings we enjoyed
authentic Chinese food at San Francisco’s China Town every day. On
July 15, we made a safe journey back home by UA885, without
anyone in the family getting sick during the trip. | am extremely
grateful for having such a wonderful opportunity to get in touch with
the culture, art and nature of America.
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On Thanksgiving Celebration Eizbeth kitamura (Toyonaka)

| want to express my deepest appreciation and thanks for the
wonderful Thanksgiving Party held on November 17,2011. The
Westin Hotel was a perfect venue. Late November is a nostalgic time
for many Americans. We think of family and friends "back home"
celebrating together with traditional foods. It's difficult to find some
of these foods in Japan. The Japan-America Society had a
magnificent feast waiting for us at the Westin Hotel. Warm toasts by
Consul General Mr. Linehan and welcoming words from JASO
President Mr. Torii and ACCJ Vice President Mr. Mestecky set a festive
mood. When the platters on the buffet table were uncovered - what
a surprise! Turkey prepared with recipes from different regions across
the United States revealed a variety of tempting flavors. It was
obvious a lot of research and preparation had gone into reproducing
the authentic flavors. The 140 or so guests savored specialties from
the northeast, deep south, south west, Cajun(Lousiana) and west
coast. The traditional accompaniments and other food selections
were all delicious. Everything from the colorful seasonal decorations
to the lovely musical selections by The Strings a string quartette
made for a very delightful evening. There was no time for anyone to
feel homesick or nostalgic! | was touched that so much effort was put
into making us feel at home celebrating Thanksgiving in Osaka. It was
fun to chat with old friends and make new ones, whether for business
or social contacts. And we all certainly
enjoyed the suspense and surprise of the
lucky winners of the generous prizes.
Even if you didn't win anything, you left
with a feeling of gratitude for a great time,
a happy stomach and looking forward to
the next Thanksgiving celebration.

BN oW ixEE  List of Donators for 2012 New Year's Party

We are extremely grateful for the generous support we have received.
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Visiting Report The St. Regis Osaka

St. Regis, the most luxurious hotel name among the Star Wood Hotels & Resorts, opened its first hotel in
Japan in Hommachi Osaka, at a place overlooking the beautiful Mido-suji Avenue in October 2010. Last
December, two months after its one year anniversary, we have visited the St. Regis Osaka to find out its
history and legacy as well as what made them to come to Osaka.

In 1904, Colonel John Jacob Astor IV opened the St. Regis New York on 55th Street and Fifth Avenue.
Born in one of the most renowned families in America at that time, he eyed to create a hotel for gentlemen
and family members of supreme wealth, where they could feel as comfortable as they would as guest in a
private home. The St. Regis Osaka, the 20th under the name, continues its legacy. Once you step inside
the entrance, reminiscent of one of those you would find along the Fifth Avenue, you could sense
something special is waiting ahead. A high vaulted lobby on the 12th floor has maintained a superb balance
between luxury and comfort, whereas The St. Regis Bar at the end of the corridor should be called a “gem,”
in which the gold of the ceiling magnificently resonates with the color of blue used in the furniture. In the
guest rooms, you would be amazed by the quality of extreme standard in everything you can see: from
furniture, lighting, towels, till bathroom amenities. But curiously enough, you would never feel being
abroad, since the design concept employed here was to fuse elements between the West and the East.

Then, why did they choose Osaka for the first St Regis in Japan ? The St. Regis Osaka’s Marketing
Supervisor said “We were looking for different places and in the process we came across a very good place
here in Hommmachi, Osaka, which played a lot. We are extremely happy to be in Osaka. It is the centre of the
region’s economy, there is an international airport, and we are quite near to Kyoto and Nara.”  In the St. Regis
they have various special programs called “Aficionado.” These are very special programs that can never be
experienced any other places. Last year, for instance, the St. Regis Osaka organized an event in which a
Michelin-three-star chef came all the way from Italy to give a lesson to a small group of people at the hotel’s
kitchen, and all these activities are very popular. A hotel with160 guest rooms, not big in size but just
quite right in looking after every guest without losing the standard of service, the St. Regis Osaka seems
showing us a new way of enjoying hotels with its articulated character and direction, which can not be
easily found in many hotels in Japan.
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