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President's Message

It is my great honor to have been appointed President of the Japan-America Society of Osaka, which boasts a 65-year
tradition. I am in awe of those who founded this society immediately after World War II as well as the successive Presidents
who made tremendous contributions to fostering relationship between the two countries. .

In the middle of the sadness after the Great East Japan Earthquake, a hope was brought to the Japanese people through the
Operation Tomodachi, which was carried out by the U.S. forces. As “tomodachi” meaning “friend,” the operation is a
testimony of the strong bond between Japan and America, which has been gradually formed through a long period of time
since the end of the war. We are now facing difficult challenges that require global perspective, such as environment and new
energy issues etc. In order to tackle these tasks, the partnership between the U.S. and Japan is becoming more and more
important. I am determined to commit myself to the prosperity and development of the Society by always questioning its

raison d’étre, especially in this era of information saturation. In order to pursue the purpose, I also am looking forward to

having your active involvement, as well as continuous support and cooperation
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Lecture “The Operation Tomodachi” and the U
Date: Late September , 2011 (tentative)

Fee: Lecture Free
Reception ¥1,000 (Non-members ¥2,000)
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The Operation Tomodachi that brought a hope amid the devastation was a
testimony of the bond between the two nations. A speaker from the U.S. forces
will talk about the details of the unprecedented rescue operation.

/

B ABIEDBHI S +oveeencencenns

THXOHEBRBAY—FLELE!
T530-8203 APRTTALK A BE2-1-40 H 2> b U —iR—)LT 1 24 AR SN

++++++ New Executive Office

New executive office has started!
¢/o Suntory Holdings Ltd., 2-1-40 Do_]unahama Kita-ku, Osaka 530-8203, Japan

T E L : 06-6346-6164 TEL : 06-6346-6164

F A X 1 06-6346-0178 FAX : 06-6346-0178
E-ma il : jaso@suntory.co.jp E-mail : jaso@suntory.co.jp
HHRE . S 0E Secretary General : Mr. Kazuyuki Takaya
HBHREAE &M didk Deputy Secretary General : Mr. Yukio Yoshimura
BB R A AE—T Administrator : Ms. Fumiko Gobuichi
BB R B KRR HE Administrator : Mr. Santo Oshima
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Directors Meeting, Annual General Meeting, and Reception
July 22, 2011 (Fri)

JASO held its annual directors & general meetings and reception at
g the Rihga Royal Hotel. After reports were given on finances and the
=1 activities held in 2010, matters including the election of Directors,
§ Auditors and Officers, the activities and budgets for 2011 were
discussed, and motions were proposed and approved. Mr. Katsuhisa
Ezaki, the outgoing President of JASO, was made an honorary
member, and Mr. Shingo Torii was elected as the new President. You
will receive the proceedings. At the reception, the newly-elected
- President Torii and Director for International Relations of Osaka City
Ms. Hiraki gave a speech respectively, and the U.S. Consul Mr. Kay
proposed a toast. A gospel choir “The Naniwa Black Peppers” set the
party alight with its energetic voice and beautiful harmony. The party

( k. attendants seemed to be enjoying the lively atmosphere.
KBH K= E - B - B238 ~ Officers, Directors and Auditors of JASO

2 President : BiH Directors
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We have a new logo JAPAN - AMERICA Change of the number of issues
The flags set into squares, without SOCIETY OF OSAKA The News Letter will become biannual from the next issue.

boundaries, indicate closeness between the two nations, and the letters  Its role is being revised with the ongoing webpage renewal.
are spaced so as to show free communication of people. We appreciate your generous understanding.
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Farewell Message from former US Consul General Edward Dong

Under the great leadership of the former President Katsuhisa Ezaki and his predecessor President
Masayuki Matsushita, the Japan-America Society of Osaka has once again proven its ability to
advance the U.S.-Japan relationship in meaningful ways. Over the three years that I have served as
Consul General in Osaka, JASO has helped my colleagues and me to fully appreciate a number of
what 1 call “K” concepts — Japanese terms beginning with the letter “K” that highlight and describe the
value and strengths of JASO. First there is B AR (“kusa no ne”), the grass roots ties upon which all successful nation to natlon
relations are built. JASO stands second to none in advancing these fundamental people-to-people ties.-Next, there are the two “ken”s
—E# and #Hi— (“bouken and tanken™) — adventure and discovery enrichment activities that JASO has sponsored whether it be
learning about tea culture in Uji and the connection with the Tale of Genji or trying to make sense of — and make money from — horse
racing charts at the Hanshin Race Course. I also commend JASO's role in another “K” concept —{&&#— the array of experiences
whether in appreciating culture at Byoudoin ((F%[5%) or in making chicken ramen. Last but not least, JASO plays a major role in
- fostering ##ED (“kizuna-zukuri™) — formulating the relationships that are part and parcel of Japanese-American linkages in a
- globalized era. The great tragedy that took place in Eastern Japan has placed great hopes and expectations on Osaka. As the heart of
Western Japan, the people and leaders of Osaka are poised to play significant roles in not only rebuilding from devastation but also
creating a bright future for Japan through innovation and the commercial spirit. By bringing American ingenuity into the mix, JASO
will play an increasingly important role in revitalizing Japan and in further strengthening the friendship between Japan and America.
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On My Departure Katsuhisa Ezaki
Former President, Japan-America Society of Osaka
First, I would like to express my appreciation for all the support and cooperation from individual [
members and the board of JASO, former US Consul General Dong and associations. Thanks to all of you, 1 suppose all went wel] and I
was able to fulfill my role of president over the last two years. Looking back the events we held - New Year’s Reception, Annual General
Meeting and Reception, and Thanksgiving Party - those events bring me back pleasant memories with a number of the members. In the
wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake which took place during my administration, I would like to express my sincere appreciation and
respects to the US forces; they were very quick to respond in whatever way possible to help out in the joint reliefl work Operation
Tomodachi throughout Japan. Based on the strong bond between Japan and America in the past, it is the key to consolidate the relationship
more closely twined together so as to lead to true friendships and exchanges between the two countries. Now and in the future, your
continued support and cooperation are greatly appreciated, and it is my sincere wish that JASO will grow and develop more and more.
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“Doumo”
Our family arrived in Japan six years ago with
my husband in his position Headmaster of the
international school, Canadian Academy. Also
our two teenage sons and two dogs came with us.
ool We are US citizens and have lived abroad for 20
(Kobe) years in Brazil, Romania, Peru and Japan. Our
sons studied Japanese language, culture and Chanoyu, skied in
Hokkaido and hiked across Miyajima. They have a favorite
noodle shop and fonkatsu restaurant. New Years and Sakura
Festivals are their favorite holidays. Most of our time in Japan
has been focusing on CA and volunteering in Kansai, and,
enjoying breaks traveling to see the natural beauty and cultural
treasures of Japan. T have fun walking our dogs, viewing the
majestic mountains, sea and ever changing sky. I will miss the
grace and humor of my Japanese friends. I will also miss the
exquisitely presented delicious Japanese cuisines, the shamisen
and taiko. While my husband joined in JASO, my fondest and
most rewarding experience in Japan has been volunteering as a
Vice President of the Japan America Women of Kansai (JAWK).
I am especially grateful for
friendships made, while working
and laughing together
finding common values between {3 )
with a most g
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our cultures, i
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A Japan-U.S. exchange in China
Yukio Yoshimura (Suita)
Have you heard of the Hmong/ Miao people? It is an
ethnic minority with a population of 7.4 million,
inhabiting southwest China, Japan’s neighboring
country. In 1982, China’s fifth year of its modernization,
1 lived in Beijing to study Chinese at the Minzu Institute
of China (current Minzu University of China). I met a
blue-eyed, beamingly vibrant girl from the U.S., settled
at the dormitory. I wondered, “What is this young girl
from the U.S. doing here by herself, of all times and
places!?” I was totally amazed to learn that she had
been making research on the Hmong/ Miao, one of
China’s 56 ethnic minorities, which I had not known.
Then I came to realize how varied research fields of
U.S. academics are, not to mention China’s diverse
ethnic groups. For six months, Ms. Louise Schein and 1
communicated in Chinese language; a strange tricultural
friendship. Luisa still keeps on doing research on
China’s ethnic minorities in terms of status transition
and how the Hmong/ Miao establishes its ethnic
identity, amid the fast-forwarding Chinese economy.
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@®New members®

| Individual Members
AK 75 Nahoyoshi Kimura

JUE 3B Mari Kawanishi KM &F# Kichitoshi Okado kW 75 Takumi Ueda

Yamada Real Estate & Co., Ltd.
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Taking over the JASO office in July, we are studying hard by
getting advices and cheers from JASO’s ex-office staffs. The most
urgent issue seems to be promoting involvement of more Americans and
young people. Besides creating the new logo and revising our web pages, we
will make utmost effort in making this society more attractive to those people
as well. With regards and Dozo Yorosiku Onegai Shimasu! (JASO Office)




