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The Arlington Cup Horse Race
February 26, 2011 (Sat)

Responding to many requests, we held the
“Arlington- Cup Horse Race” event at the Hanshin
Racecourse. We reserved a VIP room, usually not
open to the general public, made available by the
Hanshin Racecourse especially for JASO. 69 people
including U.S. Consul General Edward K.H. Dong
gathered for the event. Following a welcome speech
by Mr. Katsuhisa Ezaki, President of JASO and Mr.
Masayuki Nigishi, Director of the Hanshin Racecourse,
Mr. Masayoshi Kuroda gave us a lecture on horse
racing and how to make bets. Everyone seemed to
enjoy themselves during the free time. Some were
making bets, and others enjoyed looking around the
facilities including the paddock. At the party, Mr.
Tony Petrillo, General Manager of Arlington Park
Race Track who presented a trophy to the winning
horse and Mr. Dong made a speech each; and Mr.

. Ezaki proposed a toast. All participants appeared to

have had fun through interaction among each other.
This time, in addition, an unexpected donation to
JASO was made by one of the winners to the JASO,
cheered us up, as we had asked a favor from the
winners earlier, by mentioning “JASO have room for
donations”.
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JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY OF OSAKA
2010 Annual General Meeting

* Date: July 22, 2011 (Fri)
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Place: Rihga Royal Hotel (banquet hall ‘Sanraku')
Fee: Members ¥9,000, Non-members ¥11,000

Reports on events in 2010 and plans for 2011 will provide the
agenda for the general meeting. We hope that many of you will join
the grand and colorful reception following the meeting.
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Your contributions are always welcome. Send us your essays
about your experiences in Japan, in the States, with JASO
and so on.

Deadline: 15th day of the previous month of publication

Words: Japanese: ca. 500 characters / English: ca. 250 words
Photograph: Attach a photo of your face

(preferably a digital image)

Dispatch Method: Digital texts and digital images are preferable.

Fax and regular mail are also acceptable.

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

1.

Articles written in both English and Japanese would be most
appreciated. JASO office will help with the translation if
required.

. Submitted materials will not be returned to the contributors

except for specially requested photographs and illustrations.

. Articles will be selected and may be edited by JASO.
. Articles should be written in adherence with the spirit of JASO:

essays on social, cultural, and international experiences are most
recommended.

. Contributors will be awarded token gifts.
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We are deeply sorry for the serious situation in the areas stricken
by the Great East Japan Earthquake.
We genuinely hope that Japan will recover from these difficult times and
get things back to normal soon.
Due to the ongoing situation, we have decided to cancel the two forthcoming events of “Spring Day Trip” (Ishiyama-dera Temple
Visit, Cherry blossom appreciation and Shigaraki Pottery Art Experience) in April and “Golf Competition” in May this year.
We apologize for any inconvenience caused by the cancellations. Your understanding and cooperation would be highly appreciated.
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Japan-US bond ~Appreciations for the support of the US Forces in Japan~ Kohji Ebihara (Takarazuka)

I extend my heartfelt sympathy to the suffered areas in the wake of the Great East Japan Earthquake. In this conjuncture,
I would like to express my sincere appreciation and respects to the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and the US Forces
in Japan (USFI); JSDF is continuing to actively operate relief work throughout the most severely damaged northeastern
Japan, even though the people cannot always see their struggles and tireless efforts. Equally, USFJ was very quick to
respond in whatever way possible to help out in the disaster relief throughout Japan. Particularly, USFJ is conducting joint
operations (Operation Tomodachi) to support JSDF. USEJ has flown mega-airlift, helicopter, and aircraft-carrier missions
providing relief supplies like fuel, water, food, and sleeping bags expeditiously also for further distribution, sourced from
Okinawa and Alaska. Several missions have been taking place in parallel; with USFJ rescuing a number of survivors from
the wreckage and continued searching for those missing in coastal areas. The US government dispatched a team of
specialists for assessing the Fukushima nuclear accidents, and USFJ transported freshwater needed for cooling problems
in the reactor. These missions represent their all-out dedication to the coordinated relief efforts as a Japanese key ally. It
was also reported that some disaster victims expressed their appreciation - “We felt a deep sense of relief when the
Japanese and US relief workers in camouflaged attire rescued us.” Furthermore, humanity of Japanese people in such
extreme situations earned universal admiration. It is an attribution not only to Japanese composure, but also to laws
encouraging politeness, spirit of cooperation, and fortitude. I hope it will be a great starter for our recovery from disasters,
with support from the US. And, it is expected that their support will consolidate the US-Japan relations even more closely
twined together. In this sense, JASO can bring and connect the people between the two countries in private sector level,

which is very important right now and also for the future as well.
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To enjoy the Japan-America Society of Osaka

Yone Ikeda (Osaka)
I used to be a housewife of a big family, but now I fully
enjoy myself with the comfort and easiness of living on my
own. In retrospect, I regard my family episodes in the past
as deep associations between the United States and us.
Three out of my total four sons chose the United State to
study abroad after graduating a college. And my husband
chose Hawaii, in his later years, to recuperate after being
taken with liver illness. I began to take English conversation
lessons, because I wanted to express a word of thanks to the
local people who have been so good to us during our stay in
the US. Though I do not think I am making any progress in
these latter days, I still keep it up to improve my spoken
English. At Arlington Cup Horse Race, unexpectedly I
achieved a good result; I won a bet on a horse race which
increased tenfold from the start of three thousand yen. In
other words, it was a real beginner’s luck! So, T donated
some of my winnings to JASO, complying with the words
“JASO has plenty of room for such kindly donation”
remarked by President Ezaki earlier. Shortly after, I was
quite touched that I received a big box of assorted
confectioneries from Ezaki Glico with a gratitude letter.
Thank you very much. And, I would like opportunities to
enjoy the JASO events in the future as well.
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My wish to keep growing on people-to-people
links
I have become a member of the Japan-America Society

Shogo Azuma (Ikoma)

of Osaka three years ago, by recommendation of the oil
painter Zen-ichi Ishikawa. It has been a great privilege for
me to participate lots of appealing events hosted by JASO
and to build wonderful ties among its people every time. I
sincerely appreciate such opportunities to discover the
unaccustomed world through those delightful activities of
JASO. Each time I am really excited about upcoming
events with expectations for new encounters, and I take
thrill and pleasure by learning something new. I am very
comfortable with its inviting atmosphere, and I also
appreciate the intimacy of my dear friends who have
accompanied me in JASO events each time. [ always hope
they would expand great ties with more people there. I
would like to keep on participating in the future events of
JASO and fostering continuing relationships with other
fellow members as many as I can.

@ New members¢ o P
Pl k&t iln #3%/ Kunizo Koyama #4737/ Yumiko Saito B 8/ Akira Fujiwara
Taikisha Ltd. HibE FHU Tamae Horikoshi U1 #i 7/ Yuko Yamada

Fwh—<I29—1 > ¥z 7 7—/Decker Maclaren Shaffer

During a two-year management of Executive Office, fortunately I
' accumulated very amusing and fruitful experiences every day.
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Every mee,tmg was fond and memorable, but above all, what stays in head is an
encouraging word “I was pleased with the event” with a smile from everyone. I
really appreciate all the support and assistance through these events, and I would
like to express my deepest gratitude and thanks to you all. (S.F)




