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New Year’s Reception January 21, 2011 (Fri) g
More than 250 people attended the reception at the Rihga [
Royal Hotel. Following speeches by President Ezaki, U.S.
Consul General Dong and Vice Mayor of Osaka Kitayama, a
Kagamibiraki ceremony was held, followed with a toast given by
Ambassador (for Kansai Region) Tanabe. The string quartet performance by the graduates of Osaka
College of Music enhanced the reception mood. A popular
annual big raffle, a lucky-bag lottery and other attractions made
the reception festive and enjoyable. We received many
- attractive prizes again this year. Though belatedly, we sincerely &
- express our appreciation to those who cooperated. Thank you :
very much. A convivial atmosphere prevailed during the
reception, reflecting the many happy moments of the evening.
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Mr. Ohga won Delta Airlines tickets

Mr. Masaya Ohga

[ am quite amazed as I did not expect such a wonderful prize.
My heart is overflowing with joy. Thank you very much! I am
happy to have lived until now.
Ms. Chang Cheng-Ya

I come from Taiwan. I would like to thank my friends and
family for having invited me to the reception. Thank you very
much for your love and support!!! I will enjoy the visit to

A5 Ty FIEOMZESREBELEF vy & A . ,
Ms. Chang won United Airlines tickets America to my heart’s content.
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Thanksgiving Party November 16, 2010 (Tue)
We held the Thanksgiving Dinner Party jointly with American Chamber of Commerce
in Japan at the Mayor’s Mansion Osaka last year as well. Approximately 107 people
including U.S. Consul General Dong and his spouse attended the party. The number
- of foreign participants reached 21, and the whole ceremony was conducted in English. | {
We enjoyed the authentic Thanksgiving Dinner around the various menu including ;
5' gorgeous turkey, pumpkin pies and other delicacies. Also the singer Dan Kane's | g
| fantastic performance was extremely exciting which made a really pleasant evening. ' >
|| <Voice of the Entrant> A TN
' Mr. Takashi Shiraki (Kyoto) '
. The Mayor’s Mansion was the perfect choice for the event with its garden overlooking the river and the
nicely decorated hall for the people who wished to get to know with each other. As explained by the Consul
General during the event, the turkey dinner was the symbol of thanks by the early settlers for their modest
harvest as well as a tradition for today’s Americans to enjoy their family gathering. It was a precious
experience for a Japanese to join and get to know some Americans working in Kansai area.

Ms. MaryAnne Jorgensen (Neyagawa-shi)

When I was growing up, the whole family gathered to share a traditional Thanksgiving turkey feast. We
would go around the table and each person would share what they were grateful for that year. I really js
treasure those memories of my childhood Thanksgivings, it is still a special time to count my blessings. And one thing I am always
thankful for is the JASO thanksgiving feast! Every year I look forward to the perfect combination of delicious food and a chance to
exchange stories with other members about our experiences in Japan and abroad, especially about how we have received kindness
from others while living away from home. That is definitely a blessing we all can share!

o = - - Lkt Bl pLAE G
20114 %iq;"\ =T IcZ fﬁﬁh T2 Ef* Imanaka Ltd. Mainichl . Broadcasting System, Inc
A HA R 2 Wtk ¥ AF B2 STV WA~ >
All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd. Duskin Co., Ltd. Imperial Hotel, Osaka Manak Corporation
74 b E— )bkt 1005271 J B2k TR PE R s I A 7B
Asahi Breweries, Ltd. Ezaki Glico Co., Ltd. Inabata & Co., Ltd. Mizuno Corporation
LUNRY$iS 7 Suvesr e WAt 75 A (P2 YT Y F. -k K) Bty y LN
Asahi Broadcasting Corp. Frances & Co., Ltd. (Mr. Julian F. Burt) J. Morita Corporation Obayashi Corporation
TR RE A& HeA 2k iR A BUPS T L E kbR 2 Kitrv > Ak
Chidoriya Soke Fujiya Seika Co., Ltd. Kansai Telecasting Corporation Ohtsu Prince Hotel
F1 2 LS Mt 7w HLEE H Akt 2tk KB 2k 2tk
Daikin Industries Ltd. Hanshin Contents Link Corp. Kintetsu Corporation Osaka Gas Co., Ltd.
L F S PN |91 V5 a5 gkt JAG RV AR R 5 et
Daiko Advertising Inc. Hilton Osaka Kokuyo Co., Ltd. Panasonic Corporation
FIVE i T AT I 0 kst R R TIA 37 Ak

Delta Air Lines, Inc.

Hosokawa Micron Corporation

Konoike Transport Co., Ltd.

Primix Corporation
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The 2010 International Friendship Party December 14, 2010 (Tue)

The International Friendship Party is an annual year-end party attended by
members of Osaka’s sister/friendship city associations (Chicago, San
Francisco, Melbourne, Hamburg, Sao Paulo and Milan) and Osaka =
International House members at International House, Osaka. The party had
P - over 150 guests which included 34 international students and trainees from 13 ;
countries. Within this group, those from Kenya, Uganda and Laos carried out special stage performances by dancing and singing
their traditional songs. The main activity that caught everyone’s attention was the raffle drawing. For this raffle drawing, many of
the guests won splendid prizes which were kindly donated by our sponsors supporting sister city affiliations. The party reached its
climax when a duo of Brazilian dance performers livened up the audience with their electrifying Samba dance. They helped to form
a large circle in the venue, and encouraged the guests to join and festively dance around inside.

r\‘ﬁwu ‘P ’?"F:< f é Ill

Write for the Member's' Column
TAURIZEDDLREHSLKEH RGBS TORWHAZE, ¥ Your contributions are always welcome. Send us your essays
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about your experiences in Japan, in the States, with JASO
and so on.

Deadline: 15th day of the previous month of publication

Words: Japanese: ca. 500 characters / English: ca. 250 words

Photograph: Attach a photo of your face

(preferably a digital image)
Dispatch Method: Digital texts and digital images are preferable.
Fax and regular mail are also acceptable.

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

1. Articles written in both English and Japanese would be most

appreciated; JASO office will help with the translation if required.

2. Submitted materials will not be returned to the contributors
except for specially requested photographs and illustrations.

3. Articles will be selected and may be edited by JASO.

4. Articles should be written in adherence with the sprit of JASO:
essays on social, cultural, and international experiences are most
welcome.

5. Contributors will be awarded token gifts.
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Prince Hotels, Inc. Suntory Foods Ltd., Osaka
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Rengo Co., Ltd. Suntory Holdings Ltd.
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Sakura Color Products Corp. Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.
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Saraya Co., Ltd. Takenaka Corporation
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Seifu Gakuen Tatsuuma-Honke Brewing Co., Ltd.
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Sekisei Co., Ltd. The Royal Hotel Ltd.
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Shimano Inc. The Sankei Shimbun, Osaka
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Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. Toptour Corporation
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United Airlines Consulate General of

BRafgd— I - Yz the United States of America

US]J Co., Ltd. KB hTis

LNl % Osaka-Chicago Association

Mr. Zenichi Ishikawa Kbt 75 02 2 bkt e
Osaka-San Francisco Sister City
Association
KB KA 2

Japan-America Society of Osaka

Thank you very much for your generous support !
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Participation comes first Hatsue Tujimoto (Takaishi)

It is a blessing that T have been in good shape,
therefore, was able to take part in most of the JASO
events such as Thanksgiving Party, New Year’s
Reception, Luncheon Seminar with Consul General
Dong, The Arlington Cup Horse Race, the few of
Company Visits (Nissin Foods Holdings, Ezaki Glico,
Uji-Fukujuen), ‘Byodo-In’ and ‘the Tale of Genji
Museum’. I have had such fruitful moments with other
members from those eventful opportunities. I was proud
that this time Consul General and Mrs. Dong visited
Byodo-In Temple and the other places on the tour, which
I always wished to show to foreigners, and was so
pleased with their great enthusiasm the whole time. At
Arlington Cup Horse Race, [ was fortunate to have had
the sequence of very first experiences of life, for
example, visiting a racecourse, making bets, crisp-bills
put out by their exchange machines, and moreover,
watching the race from a VIP room. Everyone seemed to
enjoy such unaccustomed activities. In addition, the
outcome of games was one-win and one-defeat. This
event was definitely an example of the privileges of
being a member of JASO. It is my principle that
participation is the foundation for friendship, peace,
mutual-understanding, and cultural exchange. I am
hoping to keep mingling with many different people and
playing a part in grass-roots diplomacy as ever.
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It is a wonderful amenity of civilization
Ai Yasuda (Nara)
I graduated from Osaka Prefectural Otemae Senior High
School in the 27th year of the Showa period. The school had a
well-liked rule that we should watch foreign movies
studiously. Therefore, as soon as I finished classes, I would go
to see a movie, like a bird. Similarly, my father and I would
go to the movies light-heartedly on every week or so. From
which, English conversation has become my strong suit, and I
was often awarded for a high grade. After graduating a junior
college, I started working for the Post Exchange within the
US army post wherein many new recruits worked as
signalmen. In those days, everything clicked for me at work
like a dream. Because the young recruits treated me 50 well,
they always opened the door and said “Go ahead” to me.
However, as two years passed, I was awakened from my
dream and came back to earth. That is, when Japan was
affiliated into the United Nations and the PX was closed down
simultaneously, so I had to leave my job there. 15 years has
elapsed since then, I was grateful that I joined in the
Japan-America Society of Osaka. I got a chance to meet with
Americans for the first time in a long time, and noticed there
were more female members than T expected. I purposefully
participated in plenty of travels and events held by JASO. I
have made friends with many other members, but recently
most of them had returned home. However, 1 am trying to
foster a spirit of self-help. I keep in touch with them by the
Internet. I live in thankfulness to civilization of present day.
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note. As in the past, we received many
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