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Autumn Day Trip

Date: October 22 (Fri.)

Place: The 1300th anniversary of Nara Heijo-kyo Capital

and Yakushiji Temple

Fee: Members ¥9,500 Non-members ¥11,500 (Limited to 40 people)
The “Heijyo Palace Site Guided Tour” will take you on a trip starting
from Suzaku Gate, the front entryway to the Heijyo Palace, to
Daigoku-den or the Former Imperial Audience Hall, the most important
structure at the site. This tour provides you an opportunity to learn about
the historical background and the narrative of the people lived at that
time. In Yakushiji Temple, you will have a chance to see the East
Pagoda, the original wooden structure existing from the temple’s
construction and has weathered many disasters and wars, and the West
Pagoda which has restored to the original state. The East Pagoda is
scheduled to undergo major renovation works starting from this autumn,
so why don’t you take this rare opportunity to visit the temple and savor
the serene atmosphere of ancient Nara? /
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Thanksgiving Party

Date: November 16 (Tue.)
Place: Osaka Mayor’s Mansion
Fee: Members ¥5,000 (Non-members ¥7,500)
Non-Japanese ¥3,000

We will hold our annual Thanksgiving Dinner Party at the
Mayor’s Mansion, Osaka. The program will be conducted in
English. Enjoy the authentic Thanksgiving Dinner including
gorgeous turkey and pumpkin pies, along with the light and
airy tunes! This is definitely the event not to be missed!!
(Limited to 80 people)
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2010 Directors Meeting, Annual General Meeting,
and Reception July 23, 2010 (Fri.)

JASO held its annual directors & general meetings and
reception at the Rihga Royal Hotel. After reports were given
on finances and the activities held in 2009, matters including a
revision of Article 10, the election of Directors and Auditors,
and the activities and budgets for 2010 were discussed, and
motions were proposed and approved. We have sent a

summary of the proceedings to the members. This year, about
140 people attended the reception. JASO President Ezaki,
Ambassador Tanabe, Director General of Osaka City Nishiu
gave a speech respectively, and the U.S. Consul Kay proposed
a toast. A piano trio made up of the graduates from Osaka
College of Music set the party alight there with elegant
performance. Everyone attended the party seemed to be
enjoying good conversations and the lively atmosphere.
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Joint Golf Competition May 20, 2010 (Thu.)

and the Japan-Australia Society of Osaka at Kobe Pine Woods Golf Club. 17 players
in 5 groups enjoyed playing golf under a clear blue sky which had been masked by i
murky rain clouds before the play started. The victory of this year went to a JASO R |
member, Satoru Tokumura.
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<Voice of the Winner> Mr. Satoru Tokumura
This was the first time for me to participate in JASO activities. I usually
'| make the round in 120, but on that day, I holed out in just 100. I patted myself on the back and
" went to the ceremony feeling fulfilled. I felt more exalted when I learned the fact that T won
the first prize. I think this victory was brought to me totally owing to the two fellow players
who rounded with me and thanks to Lady Luck who smiled on me all the time! I am definitely
going in for the next competition. Thank you very much!!
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The Osaka-San Francisco Sister City Association
- : “ : Annual General Meeting July 12, 2010 (Mon.)
NCISCO ' : } I | The Osaka-San Francisco Sister City Association Annual

| Directors Meeting and General Meeting took place at the
International House, Osaka. After reports were given on
finances and the activities held in 2009, the budgets and
activities for 2010 were discussed, and motions were proposed
and approved.

At the reception, Katsuhisa Ezaki, President of the Osaka-San
Francisco Sister City Association, gave the opening speech,
and the U.S. Consul General Edward Dong proposed a toast.
Osaka City Mayor Hiramatsu also delivered a speech. The
- winner of the English Speech Contest Chiaki Akifusa (Gr.11),
who was given the Osaka-San Francisco Sister City
Association President’s Award (High School Division), made a
heartfelt speech both in Japanese and English. She was given a
warm round of applause.

Everyone attended the reception had a wonderful time and
enjoyed exchanging conversations.
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I ELUAIZLTWET, Attending JOC Sports Awards Zen-ichi Ishikawa (Kyoto)
I received a special invitation from the Japanese Olympic
Committee (JOC), and attended the “Fiscal 2009 JOC Sports
Yoshinari Furuya (Osaka) Awards” held at Tokyo NHK Hall on June 19. JOC Sports Awards
It was 2008 when I first visited the == were established in 1992, recognizing the athletes who have been
United States. What surprised me most at that time was  outstanding during the previous year. The prizewinners are given
the diversity of people on the street. I suddenly recalled testimonials, medals, trophies and prize money. The medals are
my English teacher from the U.S saying, “When I first made of solid gold, and weigh as much as 270 grams for the
came to Japan, I couldn’t believe that there were only  highest award. I was given the honor of designing the front and
“Japanese” out there”” In the U.S., I suppose, cultures back sides of the medals. The highest award this year went to Mao
originated in different localities have long co-existed and  Asada. Daisuke Takahashi, Jyunya Koga, Kohei Uchimura, Yoshie
interacted in diverse ways, and now grew together having  Ueno, Yuzuru Hanyu, Kanako Murakami, Yukifumi Murakami,
created a new concept of values so-called “melting pot.”  and the women's speed skating pursuit team were also awarded by
By the way, one of the greatest pleasures visiting a foreign ~ JOC President Tsunekazu Takeda, a grandson of the Emperor
country for me is “eating.” I believe local food itself can ~ Meiji. In the sports, culture, and art arenas, there is no border or
be regarded as a “culture,” because it matches well the discrimination. Everybody is equal and able to express your
country’s climate. In the U.S., people created “California  imagination freely. Having said that, however, I still get confused
roll,” a kind of maki-zushi usually containing avocado. I ~ when I encounter a totally unexpected idea. What puzzled me
really admire those who have invented this kind of “fusion = most was the American artist who engraved an image of a woman
cuisine.” T also found some other interesting dishes in the  on the surface of a rocky hill. She later took a picture of it and sent
local sushi restaurant menu: “Caterpillar roll,” a roll with it to me as an “art work.” She said, “T took a picture of it and sent
avocado on the outside. “Spider roll,” a roll consists of it to you because I cannot send the mountain itself.” By the way, I
soft shell crab tempura. I remember I was anxious when I participate in an art show held in Los Angeles during the New
first ordered this kind of “strange” dishes, but T enjoyed  Year holidays every year as a member of the “politics economy
eating them because their looks and naming curiously  culture artists' exhibition (Seikeibunkagajinten).” I also had the
made sense to me. Although I have traveled only a couple  privilege of designing the Beijing Olympics official medals. T
of cities in the U.S. so far, I am quite excited to find anew  would like to extend a special thanks to all who offered me those

Marriage of Different Cultures

fusion of cultures whenever I visit there. wonderful opportunities.
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AR OBITUARY
MEDHINREBER GRYATI 20 | HEERREOERTE We regret to inform you that Director Masuo Hosokawa (Hosokawa Micron Corporation) and

EavkiEENE Lic. HADTHBEAZBHO L., A TEBHSEH  Honorary Secretary General of JASO Yoshifumi Ikushima passed away. We would like to express
UEFEd, our deepest sympathy and heartfelt condolences to their families.




