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Looking back at the last two years

Two years have passed since I was appointed chairman of
JASO. Looking back, I think that a number of improvements
have been made. For instance, with the cooperation of
everybody, the number of E-mail members has exceeded 300,
equivalent to about 1/3 of all JASO members. Because of
this, we were able to reduce mailing costs and speed up the
sending of information. In addition, the reduction in mailing
expenses made it possible to have funds to improve the
contents of events. Thinking about the events we held, at
the Thanksgiving gathering, non-Japanese participation
was close to 50%, to watch the “The Arlington Cup
Horse Race” at the Hanshin racetrack, a VIP room
which is not open to the general public, was provided,
% and the “visit to P&G Co.” -which has expanded its
business- a welcome speech was given by the President,
= Mr. Kiriyama, followed by a.factory tour. Among our
special events, the visit to Panasonic’s “Refrigerator
Factory” and “Recycling Factory” and “Shinshin-an” in
Kyoto, and watching the GAMBA OSAKA GAME,
were very well received. It is my sincere wish that JASO
will grow and develop more and more in the future, and
will be a help in enlivening the Kansai economy which
is now experiencing an unprecedented economic crisis.
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| Annual G
Date: July 24 (Fri)
Place: Rihga Royal Hotel
Fee: Members ¥9,000 Non-members ¥11,000
Reports on events in 2008 and plans for 2009 will
provide the agenda for the general meeting. We hope
that you will enjoy the reception following the meeting.
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Mr. Teiichi Nishimura, President of Sakura Color Products Corp. And, the 21st President 2

many years, the good relationship enjoyed between Japan-Dutch in particular to economy |

and cultural exchange.
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The Arlington Cup Horse Race February 28, 2009 (Sat)

Responding to many requests, again this year, the “Arlington Cup
Horse Race” event was held at the Hanshin Racecourse. We
~ reserved a VIP room, not open to the general public, made available
by the Hanshin Racecourse especially for JASO. 63 people,
including U.S. Consul General Mr. Dong, gathered for the event.
Following a welcome speech by Mr. Yoshio Tomioka, Director of
the Hanshin Racecourse, Mr. Megumi Sumiyoshi gave us a lecture
on horse racing and how to make bets. Everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves during the free time. Some were making bets, and
- others enjoyed looking around the facility. Mr. Arnold, Director of
~ the Arlington Racecourse in Illinois, who presented the trophy to

) the winning horse, attended the party held in the evening. At the
Gz party, JASO Executive Director Mr. Fukunaga presented Mr.
Arnold with a commemorative gift. Though the betting results of
the members are unknown, it seems that everyone enjoyed their
Saturday afternoon at the racetrack very much.

CLWLEREEAMEE O OER. FLTHROZEETLERDNEL §
| Jeo A HDHAE, R RS LER ARG E L TAKREOERS ITMN 58
| TEFELAEZ LIRS - BT L.

| Visit to Panasonic March 12, 2009 (Thur)

'~ chosen by lot from among the more than 80 who applied, visited facilities
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This was the third time we made a visit to a corporate member. 20 people

that have a connection with the founder of Panasonic, Konosuke Matsushita. After visiting the “History Museum” which covers the
business history of Panasonic, we had a lunch party with the company’s Senior Managing Director (at that time), Mr. Fukushima, at
the Head Office in Kadoma City. In the afternoon, we visited the guest house “Shinshin-an” in Higashiyama Kyoto, where the
founder would go to contemplate and do research for his PHP Institute, and the “Ryozen History Museum” which covers the
activities of past heroes. The occasion was favored by fine weather and all of the participants seemed to have had an enjoyable day.
<A comment made by a participant> Mr. Tetsuaki Shimizu

I felt myself so very refreshed on seeing the wonderful garden, the works of Japan’s Living National Treasures, and being able to
take part in a tea ceremony at “Shinshin-an”. It was such a great experience to be able to touch the founder's great humanity which
stands out as a great example for Japan and all the world.



May 31, 2009 KB 2Kl 2,~ JAPAN-AMERICA SOCIETY OF OSAKA

I 2o I\kﬁﬁﬁi’*ﬁﬁ& 2009ﬂ34H4EI (j:) _

FERL ST, ONDESI AT > 7 Ly F o i B & O %t 7 45 §
LAFELE. &% - T oNKRAEEOTREOR, T2 32— bFv X1
£ UNEE) RBEFICFEBIDNABRTLHEE TIE, Tz 5 AT |
DBHASR RO EFEINE L iSO &2 D [
FL, HOF., BEIZR =)L Z2BIBT/-BICHG, FEZ2EOR B
JonEL. G TERIL ENOHT o NNKREO®REZS O
ESEHE, YHFERR L OMESLITWEL =, PO S EEERE.
BENHETL -

| i Gamba Osaka Soccer Match April 4, 2009 (Sat)
At Expo *70 Stadium, all 60 of our members enjoyed watching th
! ‘ soccer match between Gamba Osaka and Sanfrecce Hiroshima. A |

Osaka, just before the soccer match was about to begin. When the eleven |

elementary school children marched onto the field holding =

hands with the players, their parents went into action with
their cameras. Though the game ended in a 2 to 2 tie, we
cheered all the time as the players went all out chasing
after the ball in the rainy weather. After the match, we had [
our pictures taken with the players and we drew lots to try
and win the game ball. The good spirit shown by everyone
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Mr. Daniel Russel, former Consul General, U.S. Consulate General, Osaka-Kobe
' Mr. Daniel Russel, who gave such great support and cooperation to JASO, ended his three-year term of office last year and
'~ returned to the U.S. to become the Director in Charge of Japan at the State Department. From this year, under the new president,
 Mr. Obama, he has been appointed to a more important position. He has become part of the White House National Security
'~ Council acting as Japan and Korean Director. We sincerely wish Mr. Russell great success in the future.
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| Former JASO Executive Office members get together April 28, 2009 (Tue)
JASO Executive Office members got together at the OBP Tower near Kyobashi
Station in Osaka. A total of 13 participants, those representing the following
companies in chronological order, Suntory Ltd., Takeda Pharmaceutical Company
~ Ltd., Sakura Color Products Corp., Takenaka Corp., (current Executive Office)
~ Panasonic Corp., (next Executive Office) Ezaki Glico Co., Ltd., and JASO’s Vice
President Mr. Burt and Director Mr. Fukunaga. We talked about current happenings -5 it g
and things we did in the past, especially about our work for JASO and the many events that were held all bringing back fond
| memories. We had good experiences and have so many wonderful recollections of our two-year terms when we were in charge of
| the Executive Office. We all expressed our desire to continue to give our full support to JASO as regular members.
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Member's
Column
o Cheering Team Japan
I observed last month’s World Baseball
s 4 Classic (WBC) with great interest and
@q" anticipation. I watched the semifinal
gy game Team USA vs. Team Japan with
T my parents, who were visiting from
(Otsu) California. My parents cheered for
Team USA, while I cheered for Team Japan. My
parents looked at me strangely and asked why I was
cheering for Team Japan. I answered back, “Because
Japan i1s my home country now.” I love living in my
adopted home country of Japan (Otsu, Shiga). Having
lived in Kobe and Otsu for nearly 15 years, I feel a
much stronger connection with Japanese society than I
do with the current American society. The next day,
with the collective national pride of the Japanese
people tugging on his uniform sleeve, Ichiro delivered
his game-winning hit against Team Korea I felt
intensely proud of Ichiro. He was on top of the world,
the true MVP in my mind. He finally came through in
the clutch and for that, my adopted home country
celebrated. Thank you Ichiro. Thank you Team Japan.
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Thanks for the vast land in America!

Junkou Kishida (Nishinomiya)
A thick green world stretches out beyond the horizon and a
clear blue sky rises above. This is what you see in the heart of
the corn belt in the State of Iowa in the U.S. When I saw this
scene for the first time, I was in my third year of work at
Mitsubishi-Shoji, on my very first business trip to the U.S. It
was August 1973. My first impression upon seeing the comn
fields was similar to that which I had when I saw the mountains
of roast beef and sandwiches on a table in the airport waiting
room in Fairbanks. I thought to myself, it would be impossible
to win in a fight against America. In April, the planting starts in
these cornfields, which are almost the same size as Japan itself.
The seeds are planted, they germinate, grow, are pollinated and
the grain is harvested in autumn. The harvest amounts to about
300 million tons. Japan is the largest importer and brings in
about 17 million tons. We use the corn for livestock feed for
animals such as pigs and chickens, for food such as starch, and
for industrial use. We would have many food problems in
Japan if there was no corn from the United States. My life has
been taken over by corn. After my early retirement, I have been
dealing in hedge funds for corn, working with an American
partner. Thanks for the vast land in America!
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Hotel Okura Kobe
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MMEROFHRER. ABITEL <HLIETLAEEEL | 00 e R 1% Elio | We really enjoyed our work with JASO during the past two years.
Fo TRTHMNLVENHTT, RO EL SR 0vs PS50 The “smiles” of members and comments like “Really was fun!”
S& MEEMRERMELTLAE, Ry OFRFRIZIIWKT, —F4, THREST  were very encouraging. We learned lots of things from the men and women in JASO
ESWEMZEFEL, WICH iR E U THEZ RSN &R 5, FaEiZfTHEZ  who were so forgiving of our failures, and on the other hand, so very good at asking
LOEERIENTEE L, TNOINE ALY v 7., EHOZHFS T M  questions during the factory tours, We are so very grateful to you all. (Kusumoto,
TY, HOMEITT0WE LA | U, i, PE, G ) Shigematsu, Nakahara and Takayama)




