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Date: April 4, 2009 (Sat)

Place: Osaka Expo *70 Stadium

Fee: Members ¥3,000 Non-members ¥5,000 (Limited to 50 seats)
Photo shoot with Gamba players, autographs, tour of the pitch before the
match etc...many exciting events have been planned for Gamba fans.
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PENNNN—————.  Golf Competition
Date: May 16, 2009 (Sat)

g . Place: Koma Country Club
s adill Fee: Members Only ¥5,000
Ty : = (To cover the cost of prizes and the reception. Other fees, including green

fees, should be paid at the club individually)
We hope that you will join our annual golf competition co-hosted by the
Japan-British Society!
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Date: June 6, 2009 (Sat)
Place: Business Innovation Center Osaka

Fee: Members ¥4,000 Americans ¥2,000  (Limited to 40 seats)

The Peace Game offers you a fun opportunity to learn something about both
Japan and America. Enjoyable for everyone, no matter how old you are or

what country you are from.
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New Year’s Reception January 23, 2009 (Fri)

More than 250 people attended the party we held at the Rihga Royal Hotel to celebrate the
beginning of the new year. Following speeches by President Matsushita, U.S. Consul General
Dong, and Osaka City Vice Mayor Kashiwagi, a Kagamiwari ceremony was held, and a toast was
given by Ambassador Hara. There were many attractions including a Nankin-Tamasudare
> performance by Mr. & Mrs. Hashimoto, singing by Brent & Mike, portrait sketching by the
=i Fmgmméﬁ,&m@wﬂ#é +, cartoonist Mr. Tamaji, and a big raffle with lots of prizes, all contributing to getting the new year

Ms. Matsui won United Airlines tickets — off g a good start . We sincerely thank those who donated the wonderful gifts for the drawing.
<Voice of the Winners>
Ms. Eri Matsui (Secretary, Sakura Color Products Corp.)

Another number was pulled out as no one showed up for the first number picked. “The next lucky
number is... No. 198!” “What?” It took me some time to realize it was MY number. The people
around me encouraged me to go up to the stage, as I was standing there with my head spinning.

- —— The warm voices of the people there made me feel happy. I am very excited about going to San
/;ﬁ?;%;;l;ﬂ?f pﬁ?ﬁi?ﬁﬁn::ﬁéfh Francisco using the tickets donated by United Airlines! But before thinking about that, I need to
talk to my boss about getting some time off.
Ms. Keiko Senga (Imperial Hotel, Osaka.)

I was very surprised to have won this great prize and at the same time, I am deeply grateful. 1
have not yet decided which city I will visit, but before I go 1 want to learn more about the U.S., in
| order to make the most of this opportunity. I appreciate very much receiving the tickets kindly
' donated by Northwest Airlines. Thank you very much!!
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All Nippon Airways Co., Ltd. Hilton Osaka Kansai Telecasting Corporation Northwest Airlines
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Asahi Breweries, Ltd. Hosokawa Micron Corporation Kintetsu Corporation Obayashi Corporation
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Asahi Broadcasting Corp. Imperial Hotel, Osaka Kokuyo Co., Ltd. Osaka Gas Co., Ltd.
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Daikin Industries Ltd. Inabata & Co., Ltd. Konoike Transport Co., Ltd. Panasonic Corporation
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Dentsu Inc. J. Morita Corporation Mainichi Broadcasting System, Inc. Primix Corporation
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Duskin Co., Ltd. Japan Airlines Manak Corporation Prince Hotels, Inc.
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Ezaki Glico Co., Ltd. Jtekt Corporation Mizuno Corporation Rengo Co., Ltd.
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Thanksgiving Party November 20, 2008 (Thur)

Co-hosted by the ACCI (American Chamber of
Commerce in Japan) this year too, we held the
Thanksgiving Party at the Osaka Mayor’s Mansion. Having
received so many requests to attend, we decided to make it
a bigger party, and we had about 100 participants,
including the U.S. Consul General, Mr. Edward Dong, and
his wife, Ms. Linda Nakamura, and the Vice President of
the ACCJ, Mr. Michael Bobrove. Having 40 non-Japanese
attending, the party was held truly American style, with an
English MC, and an authentic Thanksgiving dinner. Also,
an improvised comedy show was performed by “The
Pirates Of Dotombori,” keeping the guests amused and
making the evening very merry indeed.
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We have received a total of 114,000 yen through our latest fundraising activities. Donations were sent to the office at the Captain
Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship Memorial House. We deeply appreciate your kind and generous contributions.
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Sakura Color Products Corp. Suntory Foods Ltd., Osaka Toptour Corporation Consulate General of
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Sanpo Electrical and Suntory Ltd. United Airlines KB h s
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Saraya Co., Ltd. Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. Mr. Julian F. Burt Association
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Seifu Gakuen Takenaka Corporation Mr. Tomio Kitano Japan-America Society of Osaka
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Sekisei Co., Ltd. Tatsuuma-Honke Brewing Co., Ltd. Mr. Zenichi Ishikawa
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Shimano Inc. The Royal Hotel Ltd.
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Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. The Sankei Shimbun, Osaka Thank you very much for your generous support !
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Member's
Column
&, Iam the Lettuce
I think of the many differences between
" Japan and Florida, my home state. There are
the obvious like taking one's shoes off before
~ entering the home, or the not so obvious like I
Mg have never seen or sat on a heated toilet seat in
(Otsu) the United States. The one thing I miss on a
regular basis is the opportunities to partake of other cultures
without leaving my state, or prefecture since Japan has no
states. It is often said that Japan is homogeneous, and the
United States is heterogeneous. Most Japanese citizens share
one common heritage, while the citizens of the United States
being immigrants from all over the globe, do not share one
common heritage, we are a “salad bowl.” The old term was
“melting pot” but that was not accurate as many communities
maintained their ethnicity. A salad bowl, while mostly green
lettuce does have tomatoes, cucumbers and radishes. Florida
has Tarpon Springs a very Greek community, and Little
Havana and Little Haiti in Miami that are very similar to the
uniqueness of Chinatowns of Japan. The point to what T miss
1s the many ethnic groups in the United States hosting events,
some small, and some quite large, to showcase their heritage.
There are many ethnic festivals in the Kansai area. I encourage
everyone to seek them out and to enjoy them as much as I do.
If we meet 1 will share my Irish, Scottish, French, German,
English and Welsh heritage. I am the lettuce in the American
salad bowl enjoying the tomatoes, cucumbers and radishes.
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Big-Three Military Academies in the U.S.
Shozo Akasaka (Osaka)
Most Japanese who have been to the U.S. on business or
for sightseeing, must stare in wonder at the vast
landscape, a civilization carefully developed in only
about two hundred years, and its huge world culture
collection purchased at great expense. I'm also one of
them. I had a long cherished desire to visit the Big-Three
Military Academies. From late 2007 to early 2008, my
dream finally came true. In the autumn of 2007, my wife
and T visited the Military Academy at West Point,
beautifully colored by red leaves and reflected in the
water of the Hudson River, the Air Force Academy in
Colorado Springs, located at the foot of the southeast
Rocky Mountains, and the Naval Academy in Annapolis,
where the temperature was rather warm for winter,
having a thick covering of mist. A common feature they
shared was having great chapels on the campus, and they
were not related in any way to their curriculum but were
for the religious worship of the cadets. Also, “Duty” and
“Honor” are given prominence. Especially “Honor” has
two faces; one directed within and the second directed
toward other people. Those in the military are supported
by people’s trust and pride. I am grateful that all the
Americans we met during our stay, treated us very kindly.
I also would like to thank the U.S. Consulate General for

giving me advice in preparing us for this journey.
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