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New Year’s Reception

Date: January 23, 2009 (Fri)

Place: Rihga Royal Hotel

Fee: Members ¥10,000, Non-members ¥12,000, Americans ¥8,000
Splendid prizes await you at the big raffle. The JASO New Year’s Reception
is the best way to get off to a happy start in 2009!

(Pictures: 2008 New Year's Reception)
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The Arlington Cup Horse Race

Date: February 28, 2009 (Sat)

Place: Hanshin Racetrack

Fee: Members ¥4,000 Non-members ¥6,000 (Limited to 50 seats)
Responding to many requests, again this year, we have reserved a VIP room
which is not open to the general public. Enjoy a thrilling day of making bets
while looking down on a very beautiful racetrack.
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Visit to Panasonic

Date: March 12, 2009 (Thurs) Place: Facilities connected to Panasonic

Fee: ¥8,000 (Limited to 20 members only, chosen by lot)

We will visit facilities that are connected to the founder of Panasonic, Konosuke
Matsushita. They include the Konosuke Matsushita Museum, the Panasonic Head
Office, Matsushita Shinshin-an, and the Ryozen Museum. Of particular interest
will be the visit to Matsushita Shinshin-an as it is a very special place where the
founder would go to contemplate and search for the right way to act.
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Namwa Yodogawa Fireworks Festival August 9, 2008 (Sat)

Having received so many applications, this year too, we decided to increase the number of
seat reservations at the last minute. Dark clouds appeared just before the start, and eventually
we were caught in a heavy downpour. Having had bad weather at many JASO events, the
staff members dropped their heads. But we were encouraged by the kind words of those
i participating who said such things as, “Fireworks in the rain are more vivid and very
1 | beautiful,” “This will provide us with good memories.” We who helped organize the event
" a somehow felt responsibility for the rain, and want to thank the participants who were so sweet
7 ﬂ and bravely sat watching the fireworks until the end.
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Visit to P&G September 30, 2008 (Tue) ,

We visited P&G Japan in September. This was the second time we made a visit to a corporate member. |
At the headquarters in Kobe, President Kiriyama talked to us about their business in Japan, and this was |}l
followed by an active Q&A session. In the afternoon we visited their Akashi factory which produces i
paper products such as Pampers and Whispers. Removing all metal objects we were carrying, we were §
. given ear plugs, shoe covers and hair caps, and then taken in to see the high-speed manufacturing
process, run under very strict quality control management. Many people discovered while on the tour
that products that they regularly used were P&G brands. Some said that they became even bigger fans of
P&G having taken the tour. All of the participants seemed to enjoy their day at P&G.
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Luncheon Seminar October 15, 2008 (Wed)

We enjoyed a presentation by Sarah Marie Cummings who has been actively working to
restore the Masuichi-Ichimura Sake Brewery and revitalize the small town of Obuse in
Nagano Prefecture. In adding to telling us amazing stories about what she has been doing,
she entertained us with humorous remarks in both English and Japanese. According to
her, “There’s always a way” (Shikata-ga-aru) rather than “There’s no way”
(Shikata-ga-nai), and “when someone pulls on your leg, you should think that the person is
helping you stretch.” As her nickname “Typhoon girl” indicates, her stimulating stories
relating her non-stop endeavors and her optimistic views really energized all of us in the
audience.
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Message from Mr. Edward Dong, Consul General of the U.S.

As the newly arrived Consul General, I want to express my great appreciation to JASO’s leaders and members for your
contribution to strengthening the relationships between our two great countries. I am very fond of citing two of my favorite authors:
Tom Friedman who has proclaimed that the world is flat, and Richard Florida who has added that Friedman’s flat world contains

| many mountains. Osaka is one such mountain, and a very tall one at that. One of my main tasks as Consul General is to create
“mountain ranges” (sanmyaku-1LIK) between Osaka and similar “mountains” in America, and absolutely crucial to this process is
the expansion of “people ranges” (jinmyaku- \ft) of which JASO is a paragon. I look forward to continuing our joint endeavor in
the formation of both sanmyaku and jinmyaku.
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60th Japan America Student Conference
(Ryusuke Hirota, 60th Japan America Student Conference Japanese Executive Committee) |
On August 21 in Boston, the whole schedule of the 60th Japan America Student ’\,
Conference was drawn to a successful close. Under the theme of “Students Redefining their
Roles through Insight and Action”, we have traveled to four sites around the United States
for one month. At the first site in Portland, we had the opportunity of listening to the life LR od
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experiences of some alumni who have participated in this conference in the past. Also during Discussion between the Japanese and the American delegations
the next visit in Los Angels, where the presence of Japan was lacking, we faced the hardship of defining and making changes as a student.
However, in Montana where we were greatly supported by local communities, we strongly felt that we were able to share fresh ideas with
' them and we got some inspiration from them. We closed the conference by presenting our one-month conclusions to the public and we
received much feedback from the visitors. We have learned so many things and acquired wisdom through the conference. In order to return
some benefit to society, both the executive committee and the delegation will continue to contemplate and take action. As part of this
concept, we are planning to convene a debriefing session in December. As always, we appreciate your continuing support for our activities.
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Thinking aloud...
Recently the word “KY”” has become popular among young
people. KY is an acronym that stands for kuki yomenai and refers
to a person who doesn’t pick up on the mood (kuki) of the people
he is with, and his behavior seems out of place. T wonder if such a
word as KYY would ever be widely used in the U.S. In the states,
too, in order to speak and act appropriately, it is important to get a sense of the
atmosphere from time to time, but not to the degree we do in Japan. In Japan, we
tend to be more reserved and are reluctant to express our honest opinions as we
focus on what others may be thinking. Especially when we are with older people
or our superiors, we tend to be excessively deferential to them. However, I have
begun to wonder why this word has become so frequently used. Is it because the
Japanese mindset that treasures conformity so much is beginning to change?
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Comedian Finds a New Home

I came to Osaka in 2005 with one thing on my
mind, to perform in the comedy capital of
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Mike Staffa  different countries. Three years later my group, A 532%5 p HEO—HETAVINSEALTH
(Oskol) “The Pirates of the Dotombori” have performed ~ #UEXSETER 5 HATIE, BHEELHBLED
improvisational comedy in both Japanese and English around EELTALTHELSMHFHATLIZD0OIkEE A E
Japan. We have done shows for the U.S. Army at a base in ¢, &ZAH, FAUANDOEEA - —LFFEELET
Zama, on Yomiuri and Kansai TV, and from Shinjuku to &, BH, IGEZHLAVWONEREHENSNE
Ame-Mura, I have performed comedy in 4 countries around the ", ZlARMSETLZ 5 EWY) > TEWRA = HH1E
world and now call Osaka my home. I not only perform improv ~ R T9Y 4%, HAEMIJLIEH CHERAICEETELLDE
comedy, but I also lead corporate workshops focusing on team W Z 2 5MBEBTH., THICHETERLOME LN
building, creativity and leadership. I love to share laughter with  F®A. 7 AU HZ THHOE) EFETNTWDE LD
people and doing it in Japan has been a lot of fun. I have 2. fAIFFICH L THRMICHMTL. BBohkEZS
learned a lot about Japanese culture simply by finding out what #L TWAEREUETd, HROBZAFDEWNIIDNT
makes Japanese people laugh! That is why I joined JASO, to FHAA5Z & T, HILWERAHELZME LN ET AN
learn even more about my new home here in Japan. Check out F9WHHEEREL S IAFTAHEIT. HEO1 >
MZEBAZMLED EB->THBU XY,

Japan. I started a group by placing ads in local
magazines and auditioned new members from &

for more info on my group!
www.piratesofthedotombori.com
Generous America
AT+ 72 OH LW ‘_. Yasuo Yawata (Tsurukame Corporation)
AT - AF T 7 E (KR ‘, Pirates of the Since we joined JASO, my wife and I have
20054F, FATHZARD AT 1 OHULHETHE ia bege participated in a variety of JASO events and have
BIZDENIRBEEBVTARIZHKE L, IAF 17 )—  enjoyed them very much. I myself am importing from
TERESY, O—A)VEHERETEEENTDHI ENnGHE  the US. some of the equipment I use in my company.
O, A—F42a>TEHMEOAN—%8HEMNSEDE  In Japan, we think about how we can change a part or
Uiz ®BNMS=4E, ROOAFT 1 Z)b—7 )3 L —YF7  make a repair and thereby prolong the life of our
EEE 3FTET L ESRPHEETLEOAT + 7S ME) - equipment a little bit. At business meetings with
FIOREEM, FHE, 7 ANLTEQREHT/NA Y 2 F)LEIE  American manufacturers, they often do not understand
IAF 1 DREETH>TEELRE. KRRIZHKSENE. 4HET  why we have to have certain components and why we
TATF A RNEZLUTERLELS, STIRARICEBEL TIEE L  do not purchase new equipment. It may make sense to
TWET. AT REMIHID, F—AT— I BESAE  obtain new equipment if it is inexpensive. But we
P, U= —2 w7 Ol{kic IR & @& W= —#KMT 7 —% 33  remain unconvinced, because of our concern for detail
wTICEHNEANTVET, AERWESNEED &K and our wish to stick to the basics. Whereas America is
ERRE. RIRTOZDEFEERWIZELATWET, BT called a country of freedom, I believe people tend to
HEAZOWNZEDLESINEEZ TN SBIZ. HEX{LIZD  think in a more flexible and easygoing manner.
WTEL EZRUPE L. TNEANKKAKRGEIZA oA Thinking about the differences between both countries,
THHVET, AILEENTIZ. O “FTLWEHE” #H>& 1 might be able to reflect on myself and learn
HOEWEBWET, ROIAFT 4 ZN—TIZDWTIEZH 5 something new. To enjoy more such opportunities, I

% 23k T < 72 E ! www.piratesofthedotombori.com want to take part in JASO events as often as I can.
#New members¢ (o )
Corporate Members 3 Individual Members i Family Members
Fkit:?;&‘f U ARTIV ¥ =/ Shozo Akasaka 1E M 7/ Toshiko Masaoka 2 HeW/ Masaaki Kakutani
Prince Hotels, Inc. JEM /MAIT/ Sachiko Fujita AR M4 T/ Akiko Nakamura Hi fETF/ Yukike Saneto
{Ehdm U S F kG B62/ Mami Ishibashi Y114 1/ Kiyoshi Takeuchi T4 & %F/ Fumiko Takeuchi
Sumitomo Metal Industries, Ltd. A 529/ Sohei Kamiya =% + &% ¥ U 3/ Katherine Thomas

Ry R 7=V E - Fkekma e me e Akl el AN TN S I CE R Ve have received a total of 76,000 yen through our

DFAENIBTE, FH70,000M O THFFEEWTE D 9, LA fundraising activities for the Captain Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship Memorial House. Apart
STHAMSELELEOBUMIE, $EN—T 1« 2 THEZMTH from the bank transfers that we announced in the previous newsletter, we will also accept
LET., HRRIFOIETHARIFERFOLD, slEREHROEN donations at the New Year’s Reception. We ask for your continuing support in our efforts to
WIHERORE, BUBEVWEL LFET, preserve this building as a symbol of friendship between the U.S. and Japan.




