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Lecture “An American Woman’s Challenge -Restoring Tradition to

Date: October 15 (Wed) Place: Hilton Osaka (Oen Room)

Fee: Members ¥6,000 Non-members ¥8,000

Sarah Marie Cummings is a young American woman who has been actively working to restore the
Masuichi-Ichimura Sake Brewery, a time honored business in the small town of Obuse in Nagano Prefecture. And
by doing this, she is helping revitalize the town. Having a deep understanding of Japanese traditions and a
challenging sprit, she continues to take a bold approach to her work. Sarah was chosen “Woman of the Year 2002”
by the business magazine Nikkei Woman, and we are sure that all those who attend will be inspired by her words.
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Thanksgiving Party

Date: November 20 (Thur) Place: Osaka City Guest House

Fee: Members ¥5,000 (Non-members ¥7,000), Americans ¥3,000
(Limited to 30 people)

As this event was well received last year, we decided to have it again this year

too! Please note that it will be an “English only” gathering. Those attending

will enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving dinner with turkey and all the trimmings.
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John Manjiro was said to have been the first Japanese to travel to the United States to study, and he played an
important role during the tumultuous years from the end of the Edo Period to the beginning of the Meiji Period.
Captain Whitfield's house, where Manjiro lived after being rescued, has fallen into disrepair, and a project has been 4
undertaken to acquire and make over the house into a museum. We are sincerely asking for your support in preserving
this historic building as a symbol of friendship between our two countries.

Bank Transfer: Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation, Kadoma Branch No. 3614278, John Manjiro Kinenkan
*Minimum Amount: ¥1,000 (Donations can be made until the end of January 2009)
We will also accept donations at any JASO event.
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2008 Annual General Meeting & Reception
July 25, 2008 (Fri)

JASO held its annual directors & general meetings and reception at the
Rihga Royal Hotel. After reports were given on finances and activities
in 2007, matters including a revision of Article 10, the election of
Directors, and activities and budgets for 2008 were discussed, and
motions were proposed and approved. At the reception following the
meetings, Mr. Edward Dong, the newly appointed Consul General, gave
' us a talk, and Mr. Kashiwagi, the Deputy Mayor, of Osaka, proposed a
¢ toast. A jazz performance by students from Kansai Gaidai University set
the party alight, and everyone seemed to be enjoying good conversation.
We would also like to thank those participants who have contributed to

the fund being raised for the Captain Whitfield-Manjiro Friendship
© Memorial House.
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. Joint Golf Competition May 17, 2008 (Sat) :

Thanks to Mr. Julian E. Burt, Vice President of JASO, we had the honor of holding our annual golf competition at the beaunful
Arima Royal Golf Club. Joined together with the Japan-British Society of Kansai and the Japan-Australia Society of Osaka, 23
players in 6 groups enjoyed playing golf under a clear blue sky. Mr. Sho Nakamoto earned glory by winning the JASO
championship.
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Visit to Panasonic June 13, 2008 (Fri) /

For our first corporate tour, 48 of us visited facilities of Panasonic. In the morning, we visited a | al
factory making air conditioners and saw a manufacturing process that is not open to the general ﬁ ‘?5*\ ;
public. The participants had a very active Q&A session on Panasonic’s approach to the ecology. In the =
afternoon, we visited the Matsushita Eco Technology Center, and saw the recycling process for
- products such as air conditioners, refrigerators, and TVs. Having seen what is involved in the life of §
home appliances, from production to dismantling and recycling, some said that they were reminded of R
the importance of working to improve the environment and the need to use things with care. '
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Farewell Reception on June 20

Farewell Message from Consul General Russel

Toichi Takenaka -- have made a great contribution to US-Japan relations. You have also shown great g
kindness to my family and to the staff of the US Consulate General Osaka-Kobe. Please accept my
sincere gratitude, and my special thanks to the JASO executive staff who have worked so hard. -
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) have taken an important role in politics and |
diplomacy as a result of globalization and changes in society. This means that groups like JASO are performing an 1mportant and
influential function. I am convinced that the health of the US-Japan relationship, and therefore of Asia and beyond, depends on
strong people-to-people bonds. While the mission of JASO is serious and its contribution is important, ultimately the appeal of
JASO membership is that it is fun! Do you remember the baseball game at Kyocera Dome? Do you remember the Arlington Cup
Hanshin Racetrack (where President Matsushita donated his winnings)? Do you remember the Tamba Sasayama and the Tkuno
mine trip? Do you remember the Yodogawa fireworks? How many special occasions we were able to share!

My wife Keiko and I take away wonderful memories and enduring friendships from our three years in Kansai. We leave behind
with you JASO members both our warm thanks and a deep hope that you will continue to be active in US-Japan relations. Please
bring new members into the Society, please reach out make American friends, and please continue to share the wonderful
Japanese culture. For my part, [ will continue to do my part as the Director of the Office of Japanese Affairs in the US
Department of State. Thank you all!
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Member's
Column

A Feast Made for Laughter

What can you say about an American who came
to Japan to study Judo, Buddhism and Japanese
® culture for a year and fell in love with the Land
of the Rising Sun? After fifty years of
discovering what Japan is all about and after
writing eight books about his love affair with
Japan he is still here, living in a corner of old Yamato hidden
among the trees and bamboo stalks nourished by Amaterasu
-oho-mikami, the Sun Goddess whose spirit inspired the Japanese
flag. What did he do all that time? Advertising, business writing at
major Japanese companies, teaching English to children and
students at major universities, including Kobe Gaidai, where he
retired, and taking his Judo teacher's daughter's hand in marriage
and raising two sons who speak both English and Japanese
fluently and are making a fortune in America. When [ came to
Japan there were no cars on the streets of Kyoto, only a taxi and a
police patrol car. We traveled by electric street
cars for ten yen. I loved the small stalls on the
Kamo River who served Japanese sake and beer.
Like so many other happy adventures they are
gone now, but not forgotten. The JASO won't let
me forget the past. Nor the tale of my latest
book, “Good Luck & Sayonara!”

Haward Wilson
(Kyoto)
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Welcome! Akio Matsumoto (Toyonaka)

I first arrived in the US in 1960. For a boy from Japanese
elementary school, everything -was new and exciting. To
buy eggs in Japan at the time, we used to go to a small shop
selling eggs one by one. However, I was amazed to see
eggs stacked high in supermarkets. My family decided to
live in the northern suburbs of New York. On the first day
of school, my parents took my younger brother and sister,
so I went to school on my own with a new American friend.
I expected the first day to be just an opening day ceremony.
I was very surprised that regular classes began from the
first day. Since I could not understand English at all, I
copied everything that my teacher wrote on the blackboard.
I took the notes home and read with the help of a
dictionary. Surprisingly, there already was an ESL (English
as a Second Language) class, where [ spent several hours a
week with four or five other pupils. Everyday was fresh
and fun. It was made enjoyable because of kindness
extended to us by the American people around us. In
return, I hope to be able to do the same in helping
American people and organizations who come to Japan.
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We regret to inform you that Mr.
Nobuo Sasuga, our honorary
member and director, passed away
on April 22nd. We would like to
express our deepest svmpathy and
heartfelt condolences to his family.
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In spite of the short notice, many people attended
the farewell reception for Mr. & Mrs. Russel.
Thanks to your corporation, we are very pleased
that we were able to have the chance to show our
gratitude to Mr. & Mrs. Russel for the great
contribution they made to JASO. (JASO Office)




