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Date: July 25 (Fri)
Place: Rihga Royal Hotel
Fee: Members ¥9,000 Non-members ¥11,000
Reports on events in 2007 and plans for 2008 will provide the agenda for the
general meeting. We hope that you will enjoy the reception following the
meeting.
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Date: August 9 (Sat)
Place: Along Yodo River - Juso side
Fee: Members ¥8,000 Non-members ¥10,000 (Limited to 80 people)
We will arrange special seats providing a close-up view of the fireworks.
This event was very popular last year, so please be sure to sign up quickly!
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Date: September (Not yet decided)

Place: Procter & Gamble Japan’s Kobe HQ and the factory

Fee: ¥8,000 (Members only, limited to 45 people)

We will visit P&G which continues to grow worldwide with its corporate
purpose of "improving the lives of the world's consumers". This event is
arranged for JASO members only.
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""The Phantom of the Opera" Lecture & Musical February 9, 2008 (Sat)

In spite of the heavy snow that caused a traffic snarl, we are grateful that so many people attended
2 this event. Prior to the performance, we received a lecture explaining the theatre group and the
musical from Mr. Matsuhashi, General Manager of the Shiki Theatre Company. Moving on to the
Osaka Shiki Theatre, the moment we were all waiting for had finally come. An electrifying opening
broke the silence, and the audience was awed by the constant scene changes. The day that started with
an extraordinary snowstorm, was followed by a wonderful performance of the Phantom of the Opera
with its fantastic music, production and staging, bringing down the curtain on an extraordinary day.
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" | The Arlington Cup Horse Race March 1, 2008 (Sat)

| About 60 people, including U.S. Consul General Mr. Russell and Mrs. Russell, gathered at the Hanshin

| Racecourse. We were there to see the Arlington Cup Horse Race, which was first organized on the occasion
of an alliance formed between the Arlington Park Racetrack in Illinois and the Hanshm Racecou.rse
Following a welcome speech by Mr. Yoshio Tomioka, Director of the | i S, o
Hansin Racecourse, Mr. Syuichi Hiramatsu gave us a lecture on horse |
racing. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves during the free time prior to
the party. Some were deeply immersed in making bets in the VIP room, and
others enjoyed looking around the facility. Whether first-timers or pros,
everyone seemed very excited trying to pick a winning ticket.
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Spring Trip to Mt. Yoshino April 10, 2008 (Thur)

Prospects for the outing did not look good as the day started off with heavy rain, but
@8 it turned out to be a blessing. The downpour kept away the large crowds that were
& expected initially, and helped the itinerary go along smoothly. After a hard climb, we
" looked out upon a carpet of cherry blossoms in all their glory, and at Chikurin-in, we
- saw the Gunpoen Garden with its long distinguished history. We learned a lot about
: Yoshino from a volunteer guide and the participants enjoyed themselves exploring
historic Yoshino. On the bus on the way back to Osaka, we received a lecture on
Saigyo and Yoshino from one of our members, Ms. Anna Shimoda. In spite of the
weather report which called for rain all day, the prayers of the participants were
answered with a period of clear skies.
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Taking Part in JASO Events
Kumiko Kanoh (Ashiya)
My husband and I attended a JASO event for the
first time on July 20th last year. It was on the
occasion of the annual general meeting when Mr.
Matsushita became President of JASO taking over
from Mr. Takenaka. At the party following the
meeting, I was rather surprised to see that few
Americans were present for the event, and I thought
that each member should urge their American friends
to join JASO. After visiting the Ikuno Silver Mine on
a JASO outing, however, my thinking has taken a
different turn. I now feel strongly that it is important
that we the Japanese members learn more about our
own country and the culture, including the
geography and history, and things like the tea
ceremony, Ikebana, Noh and Kyogen, before
communicating with people from overseas. Through
activities organized by JASO, I hope to have
opportunities to learn more about Japanese things so
that I can share the knowledge I gain with my
American friends in English.
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My Good Friends in America Takeshi Watanabe (Minoh)

I have several life-long American friends since 1950s. We still
exchange snapshots or e-mails, or cards each other. When I visit
America, I receive many calls from them asking if my itinerary
includes their homes. I have never had any business relations with
America, so all my travels with my wife and son were short private
trips. In summer of 1971, after I charged 12 hundred overseas
participants in Sub Camp Taisho of the 13th World Scout Jamboree in
the foot of Mt. Fuji, I made new good friends with more Americans.
Now my American friends are varied. From Kobe in '50, from Tokyo
Olympics in '64, from Expo'70 when I served as a Good-Will Guide,
and more from 1982 since I founded a voluntary organization, Osaka
Systematized Goodwill Guides Club. Since my primary friends in
California, Missouri, South Carolina, and Ohio are over 77 years old,
their second and third families have been introduced to us, and some of
them visited our home in Minoh. It is very funny that even small
children call me just Tak whose age is more than 10 times of theirs.
Their parents are embarrassed but I like it because I can feel them more
closer as if they were my own families. The family-like feeling is what
I treasure and hope we can continue the nice relationships.
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Thinking aloud...
In 1951, my grandfather, Konosuke Matsushita, made a ;'""+7 IR
three-month business trip to the U.S., an extremely advanced e %
country at the time. In those days, Japan was occupied by the Allied : b ‘
Forces and special procedures were required of those going ‘
overseas. From the sixteen letters that he sent to his company at that
time, we are able to sense how he used his abilities to the full, working to get a good
grasp of just what made the U.S. so excellent. In his letters, he wrote about a wide range
of things that he experienced firsthand during his stay, including the fact that
widespread democracy and rationalism played a key role in driving the country's
significant growth, and that even the U.S. was still in a developing stage. After he
returned to Japan, he carried out a series of initiatives to implement management
reform, and it had a great impact on modernizing the management of Matsushita
Electric after World War II. In spite of feeling anxiety caused by being away from the
company for such a long time and the language barrier he faced, I believe that visiting
actual places and getting the feel of things on his own is what brought good results.
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His Majesty Emperor Showa's State Visit to the U.S. and My Life-Long Friend Roger
Ryuichiro Yamazaki / Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary for Kansai Region
The biggest diplomatic event that I have been involved in during my overseas posts is the state visit to the U.S. by Their Majesties
Emperor Showa and the Empress in autumn of 1975. The whole embassy in Washington D.C. was mobilized for the preparations,
and as I was the official at First Secretary level directly dealing with the visit, I would cover matters such as the schedule, scenario
of major events, participants etc. My counterpart in the State Department's Protocol Office was called Roger Wallace. Due to the
efforts of all concerned, both Japanese and American, the state visit was a wonderful, historic success. When Their Majesties' plane
took off from Hawaii, their final stop, Roger and I embraced each other in joy of the successful visit. Furthermore, as I was
assigned to be the interpreter for the Empress during the two state dinners, I was given the honor to have an audience with Their
Majesties beforehand. That was an occasion that I will never forget. During the Carter administration, Roger, a Republican,
returned to his home state Texas, and was working in the oil business when he first visited Japan. Being a Flechter School of
Diplomacy graduate and a man of arts, he caught me off guard by his first question in Tokyo; "Ryu, what's playing at Kabuki
presently?" which I could not answer. During the early 80s when I was working in Paris, we spent our summer vacation together in
Southern France. However, my wife and I stayed only one week at a modest apartment, while Roger and his family stayed for one
month at a villa, with pool, maid and cook. The only similarity was that our wives were both 8 months pregnant and ready to burst.
It was Roger who introduced me to President Bush when he was the campaign manager for his father Vice President Bush, in the
summer of 88. I was then the Director for First North American Division, and we talked for 45 minutes. During the Bush
administration Roger was appointed Deputy Undersecretary of Commerce. He first learnt of this posting through an international
phone call which he received while in Izu, where, together with his wife Mary, were enjoying onsen with me. I was Director of
GATT Division and was delighted that our paths were again going to cross at work. There is a recent encounter. I was the
Government Representative for the Negotiations for the Economic Partnership Agreement with Mexico. In the fall of 03, the
negotiations collapsed over the agriculture sector. The Mexican side, in order to resume the negotiations, appointed a new Chief
Negotiator (Under-secretary level) for agriculture, called Roberto, from the private sector whom I had not met before. However,
Roberto and I were just amazed at discovering that Roger was our respective closest American friend! With our common
recognition that "a friend of Roger is a friend of mine", Roberto and myself were able to confide in each other immediately and we
were able to reach basic agreement by the spring of 04. Roger, you are indeed my life-long friend.
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AN EERLSTEICHEESAZIILYD., Bl i TES One of the best things about running the secretarial
BRIR BTS2 EA, [URICBFELTE 58 office is that the more events we hold, the more opportunities we have to talk to the
£MBTHOERHFRACEMETYT, Bf0DZET  members, especially those who regularly attend JASO events, and gradually we can
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Mr. Takahiro Yano RIETEEOERICKXASNTHD ET 2 L2  support our activities, and | thank those who write to us and those who introduce us to
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