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Date Aprll 10 (Thur)

Place: Yoshinoyama, Nara Prefecture
Fee: Members ¥10,000 Non-members ¥12,000 (Lm‘uted to 80 people)
Enjoy Japan's most famous spot for cherry blossom viewing on Mt. Yoshino.
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Golf Competition

Date: May 17 (Sat)

Place: Arima Royal Golf Club

Fee: Members ¥5,000 Non-members ¥7,000 (To cover the cost of prizes
and the reception fee. Other fees, including green fees, should be paid
at the club individually / limited to 20 people).

The annual golf competition will take place partnered with the Japan-British

Society of Kansai and the Japan-Australia Society of Osaka.
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Visit facilities of Matsushita Electric

Date: June 13 (Fri)

Place: Factories and Facilities of Matsushita Electric Ind.

Fee: Members ¥8,000 Non-members ¥10,000 (Limited to 45 people)
This event was planned having reviewed requests from many people. We will
show you around facilities that are not open to the general public.
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The Sumo Tournament outing announced in the annual schedule of events has been cancelled this year.
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New Year’s Reception January 18, 2008 (Fri)
With more than 200 people attending, the New Year's Party was held at the Rihga Royal Hotel.
Following Consul General Russel's toast and President Matsushita's speech, a Kagamiwari
¢ (cask-breaking) ceremony was held. The sound of Koto played by students from Kansai
~ University set a very pleasant mood, and attractions, such as portrait sketching by the cartoonist
Mr. Tamaji, and a drawing for prizes kept the guests entertained and in good spirits. We
sincerely thank the members who donated the wonderful prizes for the drawing.
<Voice of the Winners>
Tamae Kato

I am celebrating my OOth birthday in January, and the prize I won was the best birthday
present I could get. It was like a dream and I still cannot believe that I won it. Thank you so
very much.
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Mr. Kitamura won Northwest Airlines tickets Eugene Kitamura

I had hardly been paying any attention to the drawing until just before my number was called.
When on the stage I could not help asking the consul general, Mr. Russel, who drew my
number, “What did I win???” just to make sure I won what I thought I won. Now I am seriously
i considering buying lotto tickets this year, using the lucky numbers advised by Mr. Russel!
Reiko Thata

Lady Luck smiled on me, a person who was born in the year of rat. The brightness of the
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Ms. Thata (center) won a Tasaki Shinju pearl necklace  Pearls I won makes me think that this year will be very special. Thank you very much!
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Asahi Breweries, Ltd. Hukushin Corporation Kintetsu Corporation Mizuno Corporation
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Asahi Broadcasting Corp. Hosokawa Micron Corporation Kishimoto Building Incorporated Company J. Morita Corporation
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Daikin Industries Ltd. Imperial Hotel, Osaka Kokuyo Co., Ltd. New Otani Co., Ltd.
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Dentsu Inc. Inabata & Co., Ltd. Konoike Transport Co., Ltd. Nishi San-Esu Kanzai
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Duskin Co., Ltd. Japan Airlines Koyo Conservatory Northwest Airlines
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Ezaki Glico Co., Ltd. Jtekt Corporation Mainichi Broadcasting System, Inc. Obayashi Corporation
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Hilton Osaka Kaneka Corporation Manak Corporation Osaka Gas Co., Ltd.
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Thanksgiving Dinner Event November 15, 2007 (Thur)

We celebrated American Thanksgiving, one of the most important holidays in the U.S., at the
restaurant New York One, a week ahead of time. The event was held jointly with the ACCJ (American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan) and was the first gathering of its kind. With more than 50 people
attending, including U.S. Consul General, Mr.Russel, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ambassador for
the Kansai Region, Mr. Yamazaki, participants from ACCJ and JASO mingled and engaged in
conversation until late into the evening. The delicious turkey and real bagels from NY made the guests more than pleased.
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Bunraku Performance in the U.S. (San Francisco-Osaka Sister City Association)
A Bunraku performance, the main event celebrating the 50th anniversary of sister-city ties between
San Francisco and Osaka, took place in October in five cities across the U.S., including Boston and
~ Los Angels. More than 12,000 people enjoyed one of Japan's most celebrated traditional art forms,
with 300 years history and a very unique atmosphere. Each performance received a standing
ovation and enjoyed by everyone. It made us feel once again the greatness of the world's cultural
assets and the importance of sharing them. "8
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A Day at Osaka Castle (American Chamber of Commerce in Japan) *. f- w
On October 20th, blessed with sunny skies and a cool breeze, over 1,300 people, young and old, &, &
enjoyed the 2nd Annual ACCJ Kansai Charity Walk at the Aoyamon, in Osaka Castle Park. This §
event aims once again this year to improve the environment for working women in Japan. The
proceeds from the event will be donated to non-profit organizations that focus on improving = e
conditions for working women in Japan. U.S. Consul General Daniel Russel, Osaka Mayor mee.. 3
Junichi Seki, and ACCJ President Charles Lake led the walkers in exercises prior to walking around the Osaka Castle course. Lots

of tasty ethnic food and lots of activities kept the children very happy.
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Primix Corporation Shimano Inc. Takenaka Corporation USJ Co., Ltd.
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Rengo Co., Ltd. Shionogi & Co., Ltd. Tasaki Shinju Co., Ltd. Yomiuri Telecasting Corporation
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Sakura Color Products Corp. Sumitomo Electric Industries, Ltd. Tatsuuma-Honke Brewing Co., Ltd. Mr. Julian F. Burt

=5 =1 H b —7— Xkt HASto A YT AL¥F A LI X

Sanpo Electrical and Suntory Foods Ltd., Osaka The Royal Hotel Ltd. Mr. Tomio Kitano

Mechanical Engineering NI Sl FEAET A A T I

Corporation Suntory Ltd. The Sankei Shimbun, Osaka Mr. Zenichi Ishikawa
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Saraya Co., Ltd. Taiyo Kogyoe Corporation Toptour Corporation Consulate General of
FRIRATTECFR R ESESUH Y — E A Bt 2t FA 7y Bl the United States of America
Seifu Gakuen Takeda Chemical Business Service, Ltd. United Airlines
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Sekisei Co, Lid.  * Takeda Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. Thank you very much for your kind cooperation!
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Greetings to JASO Members
As a new member of the Japan American Society of
Osaka, these short words will serve as a brief self-
introduction. This summer, my family and I arrived in the
Kansai region. As the new Public Affairs Officer and
Director of the Kansai American Center at the Consulate
: General of Osaka-Kobe, the last few months have been
Ida E. Hecksnbach busy. My family and I have travelled around the region:
Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto, Arima, Nara, Hiroshima and Shikoku, to name a few
places, for both work and pleasure. With the weather moving from summer to
winter, we enjoyed the beauty of the region. We have walked in the mountains
on the weekends and watched the leaves change, attended festivals, eaten in
restaurants both simple and elegant, met with people from the area. Despite all
the changes required when moving (new residence, new work environment,
new school for the children) we feel that we have been warmly welcomed to
the Kansai area. As we have adjusted to living in Japan, I have been impressed
by the strength and depth of the US-Japan relationship, and the interest of the
Japanese in getting to know more about the U.S. and its people. I would like
to take this opportunity to let you know that the Kansai American Center is
proud to be a partner of JASO and we hope to contribute to JASQO's activities
so that, together, we can continue to promote better understanding between
both nations.
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Thinking aloud...
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A New Start Kenichi Minamide (Tzumiotsu)

The price of Japanese rice skyrocketed in 2003 due to a poor
harvest in Japan. It directly hit our flourmill: That was when I first
discovered Californian rice. We had used some imported rice in the
past, but it was not as good as Japanese rice, so I had the idea that
Californian rice would be the same. However, the Californian rice
was actually just as good as our domestic rice. It was Koshihikari
rice that we received, and I clearly remember that I felt a sense of
intimacy knowing that the Japanese food culture was being
cultivated in the vast land of the U.S., so far across the sea from
Japan. We are now milling grain produced in the U.S. and make
products that match the Japanese food culture. T am also a member
of the Izumiotsu City Council in Osaka Prefecture. As
internationalization advances, it is my great pleasure to have met
JASO, for I can view our municipal administration from a global
perspective, following the words of one of my teachers, "To truly
understand yourself as a Japanese, you must come in contact with
people from overseas".
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*The heavily-accented English of the Indian student who helped me |
find an apartment when I was studying in the U.S. *Being shocked to |
learn that "Piman" is not an English word but rather a Spanish word,
and that "Okura" has the same meaning both in Japanese and English.
*The strong western sun and heavy rain I encountered when driving
across the great plains in the Midwest. *Making a 360° spin-around while driving in a
snow storm. *Trying to start the car in freezing weather. *Shaking in a tent on a very
cold night. (Minnesota in September) *The brilliant colors of the autumn leaves in
Wisconsin. *Admiring the view along a riverside in San Antonio, Texas. *Cheering for
the NFL Vikings on the verge of freezing to death in the severe cold. *Spectacular
scenery of the tinsel city of Las Vegas. *The night view of Manhattan across the
Hudson from my apartment in New Jersey. *A nameless little town in South Dakota
where they were giving out posters advertising Wall Drugstore. They wanted you to
put up the posters along the road and fill in the blank telling how many miles it was to
the store. It was a nice way to advertise. ---Some of the good and bad experiences that
I had. Now they are all fond memories.
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We regret to inform you that
Mr. Philip A. Campanella, our
former Vice President, passed
away on January 3rd in Seattle.
‘We would like to express our
deepest sympathy and heartfelt
condolences to his family.

Individual Members

H—IV M. &Y —/ Paul M. Kelly
M #{=/ Yasuhito Minami

WA Wik Masao Takagi
I =/ Keizo Yamada
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Family Members

B %7/ Natsuko Morioka
Bl 37/ Emiko Murayama

F 4 Sadakuni Suga 22l f17/ Kazuko Yasuda

i 377~/ Kakuko Tashima




