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New Year's Reception
Date: January 18, 2008 (Fri)
Place: Rihga Royal Hotel (Sanraku)
Fee: Members ¥10,000 Non-members ¥12,000
Children in primary school or younger ¥ 5,000
Big Raffle, nice gifts for everyone, and other attractions are waiting for you!
(Pictures: 2007 New Year's Reception)
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""The Phantom of the Opera'' Lecture & Musicalf_'f-

. a8 Date: February 9 (Sat)
ST 2N B ploiille Place: Osaka Shiki Theatre
/\ 73 L 2 e 3 Fee: Members ¥12,000 Non-members ¥14,000
j— 7,JE0) l A 54 & (S seats / limited to 80 seats)
We will receive a short lecture from a person in the Shiki Theatre Company
at the Hankyu Terminal Square. (Cake & coffee will be served.)

AN

7—U 2 b 2hy T

H #: 2HFR~3H(WTNho+HiE)

2 i RS

Mty £8 W00 JEEE ¥6,000  (JeFE504)
EHIEIEEMAANSGZEOTERV, ELWEREEZ —ETE 280 E%E=
TOBETYT | BEOBHIC OV TOBHF A8 EBICTa 8 TEE%
BHoT, AUIICHEAIAZBIBEIL <7/7ZaWw, (BFM)

The Arlington Cup Horse Race

Date: Saturday, in late February or March (not yet decided)

Place: Hanshin Racetrack

Fee: Members ¥4,000 Non-members ¥6,000  (limited to 50 seats)
We will watch the race from a VIP room where we can look down on the
beautiful racetrack. After listening to a talk on horse racing, we can
experience the thrill of making bets on our own. (Meals will be served.)
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Osaka Yodo River Fireworks Festival August 4, 2007 (Sat)

Receiving many applications, a total of 110 people participated in this event. In spite of concerns
over an approaching typhoon, the weather turned out to be good for the fireworks, with a nice breeze
blowing during the day. We fully enjoyed a close-up view of some 20,000 fireworks launched one
after the other to the accompaniment of music. Media sources said the turnout was about 510,000!
We took a chartered bus to Umeda to avoid the huge crowd of people leaving after the fireworks.
<Voice of the participants>
@Sho Nakamoto

After waiting for an hour or so while sipping beer in my special seat, the moment finally came! I
almost strained my neck as I watched the fireworks right above my head, being launched so close to
where we were sitting. And, best of all, I felt the powerful sound vibrating directly through my body!
It was a real thrill to be so close to the launching site. Being sent off to the station by bus after the
event, ending a wonderful day for me.

. @Sadako Morioka (Attended with her family/ photo upper right: Her grandchildren looking up at the fireworks)

. Asour grandchildren were looking forward so much to this event, from the morning,-everyone in the
family was excited. In the evening, the wide area along the river was full of people. In the special
JASO seats, we engaged in conversation, and enjoyed good food, getting into a good mood. There go
the fireworks! Bang! Bang, bang! Wow, so beautiful! The crowd roars. A series of exciting fireworks
go up. I felt that this experience had made my summer complete. How much fun it was! I'd like to
thank all the people who helped make this such a wonderful event.

B iRty ~EWgul & k@il ~ 2007E10H27H (L)
Bl R OSRERCIELRERILHE. Ty REREECAEZR LD ETELE0EE
LA ASENELZ. RTREFRLICEND. FA RSARKNL THEBS, EhdH5HHEA

IR D R EREEHE L Uk, S<EORWTIE, IMEORMIZERL, HVRIZORT
BHDELEAM BORLUO—BLRDELE. TEENMBRVRHBELH oL EEBVETA
KTRIZEWEZT > 77— T 2<0HPSRPVBAYyE—VEIEE, B TEHHPL LT X7,

| Autumn Day-trip ~Ikuno Silver Mine & Tamba Sasayama~ October 27, 2007 (Sat)

We visited the northern part of Hyogo Prefecture where we were able to enjoy the pleasure of an
early autumn day with our fellow members, including Consul General Mr. Russel & Mrs. Russel.
At the Ikuno Silver Mine, our first destination, our guides took us down into an historical mine
shaft. In Sasayama City, after enjoying a local seasonal meal called Mumonsen- 7_
bento, we visited Oshoin and looked around the premises. At Suenosato, we f =i
= tried our hand at Etsuke, ceramic painting. In spite of the bad weather, we had
M9 quite an eventful day. Although we may have caused some inconvenience to ph
people along the way, we are very thankful to those participating for the many |
warm messages they included in the questionnaire we passed out on that day.
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Mr. Shepherd, President of NAJAS

Mr. Samuel M. Shepherd, President of NAJAS (National Association of Japan-America
Societies, Inc.) paid a courtesy call on Mr. Matsushita, President of JASO, on August 27 during
his visit to Japan, and the two men discussed matters concerning Japan-America Societies.
NAIJAS is a non-profit organization having approximately 40 member societies and organizations
throughout the U.S., with over 25,000 individual members and 200 companies participating. It
will observe its 30th anniversary next year. As the only national non-profit network in the U.S. dedicated to pubhc educatlon about
Japan, NAJAS offers about 1,000 programs a year involving more than 500,000 people. Mr. Shepherd and Mr. Matsushita had a
lively exchange of views about the situation in both societies and the challenges they face in realizing true international exchange.
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Mayor Junichi Seki visits San Francisco (Osaka City)

A delegation from Osaka led by Mayor Seki visited San Francisco from September 6th to the
11th to celebrate the 50th anniversary of sister-city ties between San Francisco and Osaka. San 5%
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom presented the "Key to San Francisco" to Osaka, and Mayor Seki presented a robot- shaped time
capsule to San Francisco. It was a replica of a robot called "Vision' created by Team Osaka, the winner of the Robocup international
robotics competition for four consecutive years. It will be filled with essays written by young people from both sister cities. The
children will write about the dreams they have for the 100th anniversary of the sister cities and for the Robot World. Furthermore,
Buchanan Mall in San Francisco's Japan Town, which celebrates its 101st anniversary this year, was renamed "Osaka Way". We
hope to strengthen our ties of friendship and goodwill, focusing on the themes "city to city" and "person to person". Also, an Osaka
promotion seminar was held for companies and R&D institutions in the San Francisco Bay Area, and baseball paraphernalia was
presented to the children in the San Francisco Giants Little League.
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41st English Speech Contest Held (Osaka Sister City Network) £}
On Saturday, September 15, the 41st English speech contest for high school and university students
was held at the International House, Osaka. The purpose of this contest is to promote international
understanding and friendship by having young people compete in expressing themselves in English. ' |
Four of the winners will each visit Osaka's sister cities in the U.S. and Australia next summer. ‘
Contestants are judged on such things as the content of their speeches, their pronunciation, and delivery, and Mr. Richard (Osaka City
University), the chief judge, commented that it was hard for the judges to choose the winners as the English proficiency of the students is
getting higher each year. The winners of the Osaka-San Francisco Sister City Association Presidents Award are: Ms. Mei Czerwinska, a
2nd year student of Assumption High School, and Ms. Masayo Hayashi, a 1st year student of Osaka College of Foreign Languages.
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Best Wishes for a More Prosperous JASO

Shoji Murayama (Kyoto)
My first encounter with the U.S. goes back to the time when U.S.
troops were stationed in Kyoto following the end of the war. I was in
the sixth grade in elementary school at the time. From what I heard and
saw, I was amazed by the fullness of American civilization, and could
not help but have a strong feeling of admiration toward the U.S. Later,
through my three visits to the U.S., I was able to feel the deep bonds
that exist between the U.S. and Japan. When I was still working at my
company, people from the Japan-America Society in Washington
visited us, and they gave us copies of their club badges. This gave me
the idea to suggest at the annual general meeting several years ago, that
JASO obtain badges. I am thankful that my idea quickly became a
- reality, and I wear my badge proudly as a member of JASO. As you
know, our society has an imbalance in the ratio of American to
Japanese members. Now, sixty-two years after the war, I hope all of my
fellow members will recommend that their American friends join JASO
by making full use of their network of contacts, in order to deepen the
friendship and cultural exchange between the U.S. and Japan. With best

wishes for a more prosperous JASO in the 21st century...
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Surrounded by Vast Nature in the U.S. Junko Suga (Ashiya)

I spent a year studying in Seattle, now a famous city for baseball. Seattle is
close to the sea and the mountains, and I had many opportunities to have
contact with nature. I would like to tell you about the ©lympic National Park,
which is actually a place I visited as a tourist after [ had returned to Japan. After
driving from Seattle on a state highway for half a day, as the car was
approaching the Olympic Peninsula, it rained hard followed by fine weather at
several short intervals. It made me realize that one of the very rare temperate
rainforests in the world was getting closer. My destination was a forest in which
you can feel the history of olden times. It was filled with huge spruce and fir
trees, and the trunks and branches of trees‘, and even the ground were all
covered with green moss. Although it rained on and off as I trekked along,
when the sun came out right after a shower, [ witnessed a marvelous sight.
Water vapor rose straight up in the air from the ground and the tree trunks, and
there were waterdrops falling from the branches and leaves reflecting the green.
Every time I recall this moment, I strongly feel that human beings are kept alive
by the blessings of nature, and I sincerely hope that this forest will not
disappear because of global warming. There are many other places that I
wanted to visit when I was in Seattle, places along the coast and the lakes. I
hope that I can do this in the future with my family.

Thinking aloud...

Since I began to get involved in JASO activities as the vice president,
each time I have attended a JASO event, I realized that there were not
many American participants compared to the number of Japanese. It
would appear to some people outside JASO that this is a friendship
society for Japanese where a few Americans attend as their guests. I
would like to increase opportunities to promote exchange between Japanese and
Americans by holding events in collaboration with the ACCJ (American Chamber
of Commerce in Japan). I have talked to people in other societies, and their
situation is similar to ours. I believe that having more young people participate
from the U.S. side might help enliven our events. There are of course difficulties
such as the annual membership dues and the fees for each event, but I will be very
happy to hear any suggestions you may have to revitalize JASO.
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Individual Membej i Family Members 3 ‘With this issue, we have changed the layout and have put "upcoming events" on the front page so that
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more people will see our schedule of events and hopefully, join us. At the same time, we are very
sorry that for some of our events, we have quickly reached the limits we have set for attendance. At
the Thanksgiving party held in November, many Americans participated in the event which was held

it ¥ —/ Kenichi Minamide in cooperation with the ACCJ. We would like to have more such opportunities in the future.

B4 ¥/ Kanji Miyamoto L




