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President's Message
It is a great honor for me to have been appointed President of the Japan-America Society of Osaka to succeed
Mr. Takenaka. I am humbled by the great responsibility given me to lead this time-honored society. As you may
know, JASO was established in 1946, in an attempt to “promote friendship, mutual understanding and cultural
exchanges between the peoples of Japan and the United States”. During the more than 60 years since its
founding, the Society has undertaken a variety of activities with the support of the U.S. Consulate General. I
believe that through these activities, the Society has greatly contributed to the building of friendly relations
between our two nations in both the business and cultural arenas. Marking the 50th anniversary of the Osaka-San
Francisco sister-city relationship, various events commemorating this significant year have already been held in
both cities. There is no doubt that between the United States and Japan relations are becoming ever more
Masayuki Matsushita  important in the international community. Aiming to foster true friendship following the Society's founding spirit,
President of JASO T hope to do my best to make the Society a bridge between our two nations. Carrying on the traditions established
by our former presidents and members, I am determined to make my utmost efforts to meet your expectations. I
would like to ask all of you for your continued support and cooperation.

2007 Annual General Meeting

JASO held its annual directors & general meetings and reception at the Rihga Royal Hotel on July 20. After reports were given on
finances and activities in 2006, the directors and officers were chosen, and activities and budgets for 2007 were proposed and approved.
Mr. Toichi Takenaka, the outgoing president of JASO, was elected as an honorary member, and Mr. Masayuki Matsushita was chosen as
the new president. At the reception, President Matsushita, Consul General Daniel Russel and Osaka Mayor Seki gave speeches, and
Ambassador Amae proposed a toast. The piano trio Arietta set the party alight with an elegant performance, and the participants enjoyed
some good conversation.

Officers and Directors of JASO

U Tetsuo Kawakami Hideo Tashima
Kanji Miyamoto

Kanji Kitamura Kenji Tatsuuma

M Takagi . :
asao lakagl Kazusue Konoike Takayuki Tsukuda
Secretary Teruhiko Mori Hidesuke Ueyama
Katsuya Fukunaga Hitoshi Murakami Kazuyoshi Zenitaka

Teiichi Nishimura

President i Directors
Masayuki Matsushita i Hisashi Furuichi Takeo Obayashi
Senior Vice President ‘ hDdalsuk;Hatikake EaztakZSackl
™ : asuo Hosokawa obuo Sasuga
= JAPAN-. AM:ELCEA SIJCeIrEaTY %F UEAKA . KatS h'sa Ezaki '
2007 Anual Goners, Meote - :  Kouichi Ikeda Genshitsu Sen
Vice Presidents :  Katsuo Inabata Hirofumi Shibano
Julian F. Burt i Noriyuki Inoue Minoru Shibata
i S Ida E. Heckenbach ¢ Eikichi Itoh Toshiharu Shibata
‘J‘“’." “‘L; g5t ! - Shingo Torii i Michio Izuma Kunio Takeda
M | T — i Hirohide Kamikawa  Toichi Takenaka
E

New Exective Office

Our executive office has moved to:

1006 Kadoma, Osaka, 571-8501, Japan
TEL : 06-6908-5622
FAX : 06-6906-1794

Autumn Day Trip to Tamba-Sasayama
& Ikuno Silver Mine

L Thanksgiving Party at NY1

E-mail

Secretary General
Deputy Secretary General
Administrator

: jaso@gg.jp.panasonic.com
. Masayuki Kusumoto
. Sumihiro Shigematsu

. Sanae Takayama
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Evening at Japan-America

Society of Kobe

Some members from the Japan-America Societies of Kobe
and Kyoto joined us at the Lunch Lecture with Bobby
Valentine on May 9. Later on May 12, the Japan-America &
Society of Kobe invited us to their “Kobe Festival U.S. Army Band Thank You Pm‘ty” Mr.
Shigematsu of the current JASO office and Suga of the then JASO office attended the party.
JASK invites the army band from U.S. Camp Zama every year to join the Kobe Festival
Parade and it was a party for thanking them. More than 90 people including the band
members in army uniform and the Society members gathered at Kobe Club and the party
began with President Kiran Sethi’s greetings. Reflecting Mr. Sethi’s effort to rejuvenate the
Society’s activities, the party was hosted by the members of the Kobe Junior Chamber,
creating a different atmosphere from our events, The party reached its climax with the Jazz
performance of six selected players and ended with the closing speech by Consul General
Russel. We hope this will lead to more communication and
collaboration among Japan-America Societies. (Junko Suga

/ Former JASO Office) from left >
Ms. Nomura,
Japan-America Society of Kobe
4 Mr. Gillies,
Army Band Commanding Officer
Member S Mr. Hayakawa, USFJ
Column

Miyazawa Kiichi and U.S.-Japan Relations
This June, former Prime Minister Miyazawa Kiichi, passed away at
the age of 87. Earlier this year, I had had the pleasure of completing a
translation of his memoirs, who, as readers will know, served from
1991 to 1993, The memoirs, entitled Tokyo-Washinton no Mitsudan,
or Secret Talks between Washington and Tokyo, were from an
earlier time in his life, and thus I gave the English-language version
of the book the subtitle, The Memoirs of Miyazawa Kiichi, 1949-
1954, when I published it through Lexington Books in the United
States, as part of its Modern Japan Series this past February. Through
the translation, researching about him, and in the course of several interviews, I came to have a
deep appreciation and respect for his life and work. His involvement with U.S.-Japan relations
began in the late 1930s, when he participated in the Japan-America Student Association’s
gathering on the U.S. West Coast in 1939, and has continued ever since. He served in numerous

Robert D. Eldridge
(Kawanishi)

official positions in the government, including foreign minister, where he provided good
Jjudgment, balanced perspectives, and thoughtful guidance. He is a true statesman. We should be
grateful to him that Japan, and U.S.-Japan relations for that matter, had such a person at the helm
for so long. The people making up the Osaka America-Japan Society. likewise, have come to be
involved in bilateral relationship through different experiences, but I am sure you are all involved
in your own way to deepening and expanding it. Tlook forward to seeing you more in the future.

JASO, Where My Dreams Come True

15 years ago, I attended JASO's event for the first time. It
was a welcome party for the members of the Japan-America
Society of Hawaii when they visited Osaka. During the party,
I had a small talk with Mr. Kunio Honda and Ms. Tatsuko
Hino, members of the Hawaii chapter. Three months later, I
had a sudden call from them, saying, “Would you like to teach
cloisonné at the University of Hawaii?” Since then, with the
support from them, T started to visit and teach there twice a

Kazuko Inomata
(Osaka)

year. I have liked speaking English since my youth and
wanted to get a job related to English, but somehow I became a cloisonné artist and
have been so for more than forty years. Once my friend told me, “If you keep doing
two things, English and cloisonné, you may end up with one thing in the future.” Her
words have turned to reality, Before visiting Hawaii, I did not know that Japanese
cloisonné work is more highly recognized in other countries than in my own country,
Japan. At the 2005 New Year’s Reception, I won two air line tickets to Hawaii. T gave
them to my brother and his wife, as T thought it would be better for them to use instead
of using them myself. For me, JASO is like a window of opportunity where suddenly,
and unexpectedly, something good can pass through from another world.

Charity Raffle & Bingo Day

It was our memorable 30th Anniversary Raffle and Bingo, and the roomful of ladies
perked their ears and stared at the Bingo cards as the number was called. The tables in
front of the stage were lined with attractive prizes of potted flowers, boxed sweets, bags
of goodies donated by our long time friends and companies in and out of Kansai. Imagine
how thrilling and exciting it was as our elegant ladies jumped up and down like young
girls when Bingo hit. Raffle drawings followed, for prizes like pearls, dinner tickets, hotel
stays...with a climax of the grand prize of a Pair Business Air Tickets to New York. This
annual Raffle and Bingo event is the biggest fund raiser of Japan America Women of
Kansai. Since our foundation in 1977, JASO has been our biggest supporter of JAWK
activities, especially for this Raffle & Bingo event as JASO prints the Raffle tickets all
ready to sell. After thirty years we are proud to announce that the accumulation of our
donations in scholarship assistance, welfare donations to agencies and to disaster areas

tlowers like those decorated the stage on Bingo Day.
(Setsuko Shindo / Japan America Women of Kansai)

registered NPO. It is a “think and action tank,” !
working for the creation of the region’s future
prosperity. Through contacts with the New York
Symphonic Ensemble (NYSE) 5 years ago, we began
collaboration on events centering on musicians from
the Metropolitan Opera and local choirs in Nara. In
the first year, the “Matsubokkuri Nara-Machi ™ youth choir took part in a joint concert
with the NYSE and the young people in the choir sent us a letter filled with messages
saying. “It was an experience of a lifetime.” Inspired by this, we have had collaboration
between NYSE and Nara’s local choirs every summer since 2003. This year, to
commemorate the 60th anniversary of the incorporation of Ikaruga Town, Vivaldi's
Gloria was performed at the Ikaruga Hall on July 18. Responding to the great applause, a
rendition of “A Thousand Winds,” especially arranged for this event brought the curtain

3 down, We are very pleased that this collaboration
has gradually grown to become one of Nara’s Big

n' m’

3 Summer Events, the other two being the Tokae

Festival and the Basara Festival, and that it is also

i} boosting a sense of community solidarity with the
4 support of many volunteers. (Kinshiro Narita /
' Institute of Eco-Regional Development)

Thinking aloud...

In July, I began my two-year term as President of the Japan-America Society of Osaka. This is
the first time for me to write “Thinking aloud...”, so I would like to tell you a little about my
ties with America. I have lived in the U.S. on two separate occasions, from 1968 to 1972 and
from 1976 to 1978. During my six years there, I spent one year studying at the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania, two years as an overseas trainee of Matsushita
Electric Industrial, a year working for 3M Company, and two years working for Matsushita
Electric Corporation of America. And while in the U.S., I lived in seven different places. New
York, Philadelphia, Chicago, Minneapolis, Albany, Richmond, and New Jersey, and got
driving licenses in four states.Making the most of being a bachelor, I devoted all of my days
off to travch.ng I have fond memories of driving all across the U.S., singing the praises of
- youth. Though it was a time when we had to tighten our belts, with the
dollar the equivalent of 360 yen, spending this sensitive period of my
: life in a country filled with so much energy has had a great influence on
| me. In taking up the position of President of JASQ, I wish to express
| my gratitude to the U.S. where I spent so many days in my youth. With
 the kind support of all of you, I hope to be able to assist in furthering
y good relations between the U.S. and Osaka during the next two years.

®New members®

Corporate Members

(No Prefix)

Individual Members

Asahi Corporation
Asahi Kogyosha Co., Ltd. Osaka Branch

Ony Kobo Co., Ltd.
Sanki Engineering Co., Ltd. Kansai Branch

Bunka Shutter Co., Ltd. Sanpo Electrical and Mechanical Engineering
Choyo Electric Co., Ltd. Corporation

Daiko Advertising Inc. Sanwa Shutter Corporation

Hyogo Kiko Co., Ltd. Shinko Industries Ltd.

K.K. Nikko Sash Seisakusho, Osaka
Kurihara Kogyo Co., Ltd. Osaka Main Office
Matsushita Electric Works, Litd.
Nipporikako Co., Ltd.

Nissin Electric Co., Ltd.

Shinryo Corporation Osaka Branch

Toshiba Elevator and Building Systems Corporation
Tostem Suzuki Shutter MFM. Co., Ltd., Osaka
Yanmar Energy System Co., Ltd. Osaka Office
YKK AP Inc.

Tatsuhiro Sadakari (Itami)
Isao Yabushita (Osaka)
Jiro Yamashita (Nara)

Atsushi Kobayashi (Osaka)
Eisuke Matsuo (Izumisano)
Mariko Matsuoka (Ashiya)

Toru Yokoyama (Ashiya)
Shogo Yoshida (Osaka)

INotes The executive office of JASO has changed as of July 20, 2007. We
wish to extend our sincere thanks to the outgoing executive office people
for their great support in preparing this newsletter. And we are also very
grateful to have received many applications for the Osaka Yodo River
Fireworks Festival, as it was the first event since the executive office
change. We will do our best and your continued support will be greatly
appreciated. We look forward to seeing you at our future events!




