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Lunch Lecture with Bobby Valentine & Baseball Game
May 9, 2007 (Wed)

We held a lunch lecture with Mr. Bobby Valentine, Manager of Chiba
Lotte Marines. Consul General Russel, Osaka Mayer Seki, and many
other JASO members attended the lunch lecture. We also had President
Sethi of the Japan-America Society of Kobe, Vice President Nishimura

. of the America-Japan Society of Kyoto and some other members from

~ the two societies. At the end of his inspiring lecture, Mr. Valentine drew

| lots and gave his autographed cards to the four winners. Later that day,
we watched the baseball match between the Orix Buffaloes and the
Chiba Lotte Marines at Kyocera Dome Osaka. Before the game, we
got to watch the Marines’ practice up close and see some facilities in
the dome by courtesy of the Orix Club. The Buffaloes led by another
American manager Terry Collins won the close game that night.

T oS ST
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Spring Day Trip to Kyoto - Zen and Traditional Craft
April 14, 2007 (Sat)

Our tour visited Kyoto on this sunny spring day to explore the world of
Zen and traditional crafts. The first stop was Manpukuji Temple in Uji,
which is the head temple of the Ohbaku Zen sect and has an exotic
atmosphere of a Chinese Zen temple. We tried sitting meditation,
following a guided tour of the temple. In the afternoon, we took a walk in
Okazaki area downtown Kyoto, enjoying Japanese gardens and sightseeing
around Nanzenji Temple. After that, we divided into two groups and
enjoyed traditional art crafts; one group visited Raku Pottery Museum and
got a briefing from Mr. Kichizaemon Raku, and the other tried traditional
stencil and made their own fans and wrapping clothes at Yuzen workshop

Spring Sumo Tournament & Talk with Mrs. Simmons
March 25, 2007 (Sun)

Mrs. Doreen Simmons, English commentator for NHK's bilingual satellite
broadcast for over a decade, gave us a fun and informative lecture before
the Sumo matches. She also accompanied us to the gymnasium to watch
the final day matches of the Spring Tournament. The championship went to
ozeki Hakuho, who took everyone by surprise when he sidestepped
| yokozuna Asashoryu at the face-off and swatted him down in a split second.
- There were some booings and cushions flying around in the gymnasium. At
the presentation ceremony, a number of trophies and prizes were presented
| as usual by representatives of governments and organizations including
Osaka City Mayor Seki and Miyazaki Governor Higashikokubaru.

oG

Jazz Night at Osaka Blue Note February 22, 2007 (Thu)
We held a Jazz Night at Osaka Blue Note. The musicians were
the new group formed by Naoya Matsuoka, leading jazz pianist
and pioneer of Latin fusion music in Japan, and Akira Wada, one
of the finest guitarists in the country. Consul General Russel, a

~ New York native, made a toast before dinner and told us about

| the time when the original Blue Note opened there. The
participants had a pleasant evening with nice food and drinks,
good company, and great music.

mw

Annual General Meeting &
Reception 2007

Venue: Rihga Royal Hotel

Time: General Meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Reception at 6:00 p.m

-
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Celebrating 50 Years of Osaka-San
Francisco Sister City Relations

Half a century ago, Osaka entered its first sister city
relation with San Francisco. As part of this 50th anniversary
celebration, Mayor Newsom headed the San Francisco
delegation to Osaka in February. When Mayor Newsom
visited the city hall February 19th, we signed a
memorandum stating Osaka and San Francisco will enhance
each city through mutual cooperation. Mayor Newsom also
presented a remarkable “surprise" by unveiling that
Buchanan Street, located in San Francisco's Japantown, will be renamed "OSAKA
WAY". Such great news signifies the good relations between our two cities, and
we were able to, furthermore, strengthen ties during his visit. Osaka City held its
own celebrations including the 50th Anniversary "Kick-off", hosted by the Osaka-
San Francisco Sister City Association 50th Anniversary Organizing Committee,
which invited several speakers, including US Consul General Daniel Russel, for
the special talk, and enjoyed a seminar by manga artists who discussed Japanese
and American culture through manga art. In addition, wonderful performances by
San Francisco 49ers cheerleaders, the "Gold Rush", at Universal Studios Japan,
took place. I deeply thank Mr. Toichi Tanenaka, Chairman of the 50th Anniversary
Organizing Committee, as well as each organization and individual involved, in
enabling the mutual good relations of our two cities. In efforts to bring more citizen
involvement in sister city relations, the 50th Anniversary Working Group was
established in September last year. Drawing from various expertises, the 140
members have generated many ideas for commemorative activities, such as the
"2007 Kanrinmaru Voyage", a sailing mission to cross the Pacific, a meeting with
the Junior Chamber of Commerce of both cities, and English Rakugo, or comic
story-telling, among others. I, too, will visit San Francisco in September, and look
forward to personally contributing to sister city relations, as well as to our common
goals, indicated in the memorandum, of addressing urban issues and cultivating
"creative" potentials. As Osaka strives to promote further cooperation and goodwill
between Japan and America, I kindly ask for the continued support and
s cooperation by JASO members.

Junichi Seki
Mayor of Osaka City

San Francisco delegation visiting Osaka

Dear Fellow Members

From U.S. Consulate General Osaka-Kobe
What are the ways that Japanese and Americans get together? If
you belong to JASO, then you certainly know of one way -
Osaka's Japan-America Society. Another is 'Ship Visits'. US Navy
ships visit ports all over Japan; our sailors get to know the
Japanese, and the Japanese get to know American sailors, face-to-
face. The US and Japan have been allies now for over half a century; our sailors are
meeting the people they are sworn to protect, and the Japanese their partners in
national defense. During ship visits, the ship's Captain accompanied by consulate
officers, visit local officials. The local press is shown the ship, and there is a reception
combined with tours, by invitation. A big part of any ship visit, one very popular with
the sailors, is called 'Community Relations', or 'ComRel'. The sailors ask, does an
orphanage need some scrubbing? Is there a rest home that could use its yards swept?
The sailors put together a work party, and the job is done, The USS Stetham visited
Osaka port in early March, In Osaka the Holy Family Home hosted a work party, and
following the work, opened its doors to the sailors, men and women, for a social hour
of playing and talk. The sailors loved it; they spend months away from their own
families, and are often not much older than orphans they passed the day with, Like the
children at the Holy Family, the sailors are a varied bunch; men and women, from all
over the US, officers and enlisted, engineers and cooks. But they are alike in looking
forward to finding friends and new corners of Japan to explore. So, next time a ship
pulls into port, take the time to take a look, and perhaps you can find a way to
participate in what is always an exciting event - a Ship Visit!

.

Soliloquy

This year marks the 50th anniversary of Osaka-San
Francisco sister city relationship and various events
and projects are happening in both cities. The article §
from Osaka City in this issue will tell you about the
events in Osaka, so I will talk about the Cherry §
Blossom Festival and the opening reception of the
50th anniversary in San Francisco that I attended
representing Osaka. At the opening reception held on Fnday, April 20, T had a great
time with Co-Chair Persons Mrs. K. Kimura and Mr. A. Okamoto and many other
people of the sister city association in San Francisco. We also joined the grand
parade of the Cherry Blossom Festival on Sunday, April 22. After greeting San
Francisco Mayor Mr. Newsom, we paraded through the street nearly 2 km for about
45 minutes from the City Hall to the final destination of Japan Town. Being blessed
with fine weather, there were a lot of people on the street to enjoy the parade. It was
just a short time but I hope we were of some help to promote friendship between the
two cities.

This is the last time for me to talk to you in this column as president of JASO. I
would like to thank you all for your kind support during our term.

My Life and America

We would like to formally say hello to the local
membership at large and to thank you for including us in
the Osaka Chapter and its local activities. We both very
much enjoyed the final day of the Sumo Wrestling
Tournament on the 25th of March. This was the first
JASO event that we have been a part of. And it was both
an exciting day for us as well as an unusually

- informative way to see Sumo Wrestling live. Having
Yasuko and Seth Siegel had a chance to hear about the background and detailed
(Kyoto) explanation about Sumo from Mrs. Doreen Simmons
was an unexpected treat. Her years of experience and extensive knowledge with Sumo
Wrestling added a depth and dimension of excitement to the tournament for both of us as
well as altered the nature of our future appreciation for the sport. To have included Mrs.
Simmons in the event is both a credit to the quality of the events the Japan-America
Society of Osaka produces as well as to her unique role as an advocate and incredibly
knowledgeable resource for Sumo Wrestling. We look forward to continuing to be a part
of The Japan-America Society of Osaka and its future events. Our continued interest in
whatever useful role we can play, serving as a small part of the important work that the
bridges between Japan and America and East and West at large are, continues to be a
strong commitment for the two of us.

It all started when I arrived at Seattle Airport as a 20-
year-old college student. In those days, the United
States was one big and rich country every Japanese
dreamed of. T was amazed at the sheer sizes of milk
bottles and pizzas at my homestay. That was thirty
years ago. Since then, I went to America many times:
as a worker when I was with an airline, as a wife for
my wedding ceremony and honeymoon with my
Yuko Noda husband, and as a mother of a child who studied there.
(Kyoto) Looking through my life album, there were always
kind faces of people who treated me like a family member or who helped me
a lot in the United States --- blue-eyed mother who gently hugged me when I
was nervous and worried about my first stay abroad and those who cared
about my daughter and me when we were having a hard time dealing with
problems. I was really grateful for the great help we received in the foreign
country and it taught me what benevolence is, I think it was those experiences
that made my daughter choose a job where she helps build bridges between
Japan and the United States. I wish that the time should come when young
people are not bound by country borders and believe the world could be one
with humanity. I hope I can be of any help in making it come true.

& New members€

Corporate Members

Nohmi Bosai Ltd. Osaka Branch
Branch Manager: Minami, Kinji
Dept. Manager: Ono, Hiroaki

Nishi San-Esu Kanzai
President: Kanemitsu, Michiru
Director: Kanemitsu, Yukari

Osaka Shiroguchi Kenkyusho Co., Ltd.
President: Shiroguchi, Toshio

Executive Director: Yamaguchi, Sueo
Assistant Manager: Miyasaka, Shuichi

Tsurukame Corporation
President: Yawata, Yasuo

Yamada & Co., Ltd

President: Yamada, Ryuzo

Branch Manager: Yamada, Yoshitaka
Secretary: Shimmyo, Fumihito

Sales Manager: Tkenaga, Tatsuhiko
Sales Manager: Miyauchi, Hiroyuki

Takenaka Civil Engineering

& Construction Co., Ltd
Director: Nagai, Koji

Senior Manager: Tsuji, Kazuyuki

Prefix)

Individoal Members

Ashizaki, Shigeya (Takatsuki)
Hara, Kent (Ashiya)

Matsuda, Kikuko (Toyonaka)
Nakayama, Yasuhide (Osaka)

Ono, Koshin (Osaka)
Sakagami, Fujio (Nishinomiya)
Siegel, Seth (Kyoto)

Siegel, Yasuko (Kyoto)

Shiraki, Takashi (Kyoto)
Yamaji, Masato (Takamatsu)
Yoshida, Shiho (Osaka)

Notes we finally got to invite Mr. Valentine for a lecture on May 9, which we had been
hoping for a long time. We hope the participants enjoyed it as much as we did. From next
issue, editing of the newsletter will be handed over to the next executive office. Thank you
for reading our newsletters for the past two years. We met many people and got a lot of
help through organization of the activities and editing of the newsletter. We would like to
express our appreciation to all of you. Thank you! (JASO Office)




