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Autumn Day Trip — Enryakuji Temple on Mt. Hiei and
Sagawa Art Museum October 28, 2006 (Sat)
We visited Sagawa Art Museum in Shiga and Enryakuji Temple on Mt.
Hiei with 60 participants. Our first stop was Sagawa Art Museum located
by Lake Biwa. After a briefing from the curators about the museum and
the exhibitions, we saw the works of Ikuo Hirayama, who is famous for his
“Silk Road” series, and sculptor Churyo Sato, and the special exhibition of
painter Toshio Arimoto. The view of Lake Biwa was great under the clear
autumn sky and there were many people having a picnic by the lake. We
stopped by at Biwako Hotel to have lunch on our way to Enryakuji on Mt.
Hiei. At Enryakuji, Administrative Manager Mr. Kobayashi showed us
| around in the Todo area, which houses the main facilities such as Konpon-
| chudo (Central Hall), Dai-kodo (Lecture Hall) and the treasure house.
| After that, we got an exclusive tour of Shoin, the guesthouse of Enryakuji,
- which is usually not open to public and listened to a lecture.

<Members’ Comments>
I enjoyed wonderful artworks at Sagawa Art Museum and the lecture
at the guesthouse of Enryakuji Temple. I had a really good time.
---Masaharu Ueda
Neat design of the museum buildings was matching the nice environment.
I enjoyed exploring the world of Tkuo Hirayama and other artists. Pleasant
drive along the lake and tasty lunch at Biwako Hotel. The air was cool
and clear on Mt. Hiei. Mr. Kobayashi guided us around energetically
and gave us a good lecture at the guesthouse. ---Hatsue Tsujimoto

BUNRAKU Workshop September 27, 2006 (Wed)
Bunraku is a theatrical art of puppet play originated in Osaka. In
2007, the Bunraku company will be performing in several cities in the
United States. We held a workshop, in advance of the US tour, inviting
the master puppeteer Kanjuro Kiritake and some other performers to
learn more about this traditional art. First, Shamisen player Enza
Tsurusawa gave us a lecture about the string instrument and its role in
Bunraku, demonstrating how to express certain situations and emotions
through its sound. Kanjuro Kiritake showed us the mechanics of real

| Bunraku puppets and how to manipulate them. The audience was
~ riveted to the lively movements and expressions of the puppets the
~ three puppeteers manipulated in perfect coordination. Finally, joined
by the narrator Tsukomadayu Takemoto, they played the highlight of a
popular tragic love story “Hadesugata Onnamaiginu”. Bunraku lovers
or beginners, we all enjoyed watching the performance very closely
and learned about the fascinating world of the puppet theater.

by lottery. Congratulations!

Baseball All Star Series 2006 — MLB vs. NPB
November 7, 2006 (Tue)

We watched the fourth game of the All Star Series played at Kyocera
Dome Osaka. The game started with three national anthems, Canada,
US, and Japan. MLB all-stars won a sweeping victory against Japanese
professional team players. Participants enjoyed the festive atmosphere

balls and cards by Chiba Lotte f
Marines Manager Bobby Valentine, 8
that were given to five participants

P

Society of Osaka, Osaka-San Francisco
and Osaka-
Chicago Association. Enjoy fun attractions

Sister City Association,

and win a great prize in the lottery!
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ACCJ Walk-A-Thon ___ o
On Sunday, October 1st at Nagisa Park in HAT Kobe, the S8
American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) Kansai jg
Chapter held its first-ever charity event (Walk-A-Thon). In & '
line with the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)I A’-_'__":__'
initiatives established by the ACCIJ in 2006, the KAansai | i o uu
Chapter chose “Improving the Environment for Working FEE55 = u
‘Women in Japan™ as its charity event theme for 2006 to create more awareness about the
present day situation facing women in the workplace. Even though the event itself was held
in Kobe, the ACCJ Kansai Chapter received formal event endorsements from the American
Consulate General Osaka-Kobe, Hyogo Prefecture, Kobe City, Osaka Prefecture, Osaka
City, Kyoto Prefecture, Kyoto City, Kansai Economic Federation, Kobe Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Osaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry, and Kyoto Chamber of
Commerce & Industry in an effort to bring the community at large together for a good
cause in supporting working women. With corporate sponsorships and event ticket sales
bringing the total collected amount of funds to over 10 million yen, needless to say the
ACCT Kansai Chapter will be able to donate a significant amount of money to local
charities supporting working women once all the accounts have been settled. Unfortunately
Mother Nature did not cooperate as intermittent rain plagued the Kobe area on October 1st.
However, the unfavorable weather did not put a damper on anyone’s spirits as volunteers
were at the event site early in the morning to prepare for the day’s festivities. With over
800 bearing the official event T-shirt coming to experience the first-ever ACCJ Kansai
Chapter Walk-A-Thon, the mood in and around the HAT Kobe area was nothing short of a
festival with food and drink booths selling an assortment of items from around the world.
Throw in stage performances by professional singers, amateur
musicians, and international school bands and you have the
makings of a very intriguing stage line-up.

Member's
Column

Bunraku Workshop
T joined the Bunraku Workshop on September 27. It was
very enjoyable and inspiring. I got really fascinated with
Bunraku especially in three aspects that form its profound
charm. The first aspect is the great skills of the three kinds
- of performers: narrators, shamisen players, and
- puppeteers. Through the lectures and demonstrations, I
" learned about their hard work and appreciated the beautiful
narration told in old Osaka dialect, dynamic sound of
shamisen capable of expressing emotions, and incredibly
Ak]hlsa Ono human movements of the puppets. Second is the
(Kobe) coordination of the three puppeteers who manipulate a

i\

Shogo Machinaga
(Ashiya)

Japan America Student Conference

Japan America student conference was established
by a passionate dedicated group of Japanese
students who aspired to re-build the Japan-America 5g s
relationship that was deteriorating after the &
Manchurian Incident. This conference is the first
international exchange student program in Japan to ;
ever take place, and it is driven by the principle that “the peace of the world lies in
the Pacific, and the peace of the Pacific lies in the peace of the Japan-American
relationship”. Since then, overcoming many challenges and difficulties, this
conference has been continuing for more than 72 years, producing leaders in every
field. The 58th Japan America Student Conference was held in Ithaca, Washington,
D.C. Oklahoma and San Francisco under the theme of “Examining the Future of the
Japan-America Relationship within the Global Framework™ from 27th July to 21st
August. The delegation was divided into seven Round Tables which became one of
our main activities, combined with various fieldworks and receptions at every site
visited. For example, some of the most memorable events were when we took
lectures from the Japanese Mission to the United Nations in New York, World
Bank, State Department and the Japanese Embassy in D.C. We also paid a visit to a
couple IT companies in San Francisco and learned about the complex economic and
business structures in the United States and beyond. The Japan America Student
Conference has been actively promoting mutual understanding and friendship
between Japanese and American students for over 72 years, throughout the one-
meonth intense conference that is held every summer, in Japan and the US alternately.
A total of 16 students were elected from conference as new Executive Committee
members as temporary caretakers of the conference, to plan and implement the 59th
Japan America Student Conference for next year. (http://www.jasc-japan.com)

America and Myself

I have recently published a book titled “My Student Days in
the USA -Half a Century Ago-", During World War IT I was
, totally immersed in militarism as a boy, being raised in an
environment where we were indoctrinated that our enemies
were not humans but brutes. English lessons were neglected
at school, people were subjected to repeated attacks from the
air, and finally combat training was given using sharpened
bamboo to fight against potential invaders. However, after the
War I found myself an entirely different person from a
militaristic boy to a peace-loving one. I developed a craving
for studying in the USA. My dream came true in the late

puppet. The doll turns its gaze along with its hand movement; that was a perfectly
harmonized operation. They train themselves in leg and left-hand movement for
more than 20 years to become a head puppeteer and master the highly skilled
coordination in the process. I couldn’t take my eyes off the puppets. And finally,
the atmosphere or some kind of “field” that is created by the performers, puppets,
and the audience. At the end of the workshop they performed a scene from
“Hadesugata Onnamaiginu”. It was almost as if I could feel the characters of
Kanjuro Kiritake and other performers themselves and their solid life experience
through the doll. Masako Shirasu, the writer, says, “In Japanese art, techniques are
completed in young ages. After that, only patient effort to mature inside allows
the utmost beauty of the art to show through.” This workshop showed me what it
really meant. I think I will go to the National Bunraku Theater sometime soon.

America is Big!

When I think of America, the first thing that comes to my
mind is the word “big”. It was when I traveled in Oregon.
On our way to Seventh Mountain Resort by car, there was
a gas station just before the desert. We noticed a skull
symbol on the dispenser. Going into the desert, we drove
on and on for about two hours without spotting anything
but the wilderness before we finally came to a private
residence. Figuring that we took a wrong way, we spent

e another two hours getting back to the right track, but we
Daikichi Matsuura  got a flat tire on the way. Then I realized the meaning of
(Toyonaka) the skull symbol at the gas station. It means ‘Check up on
your car and fill up the tank, otherwise you won’t survive the wilderness ahead.’
Is that right? When we arrived at the resort, there were few guests. We went out
rafting, leaving our baggage in each room, and later came back to find that three
people’s baggage was put in one room. In answer to our inquiry, the lodge
keeper said, “Since many people came to enjoy the resort, let’s enjoy together!”
In short we were put together because more guests arrived. We were surprised by
this situation that is unthinkable in Japan. However, come to think of if, maybe
this is the way it should be. Staying in a resort is not a personal pleasure but
something we should enjoy together; everyone who comes to this place should
share the enjoyment! It was one trip I felt the bigness of the country and its heart.

1950s when the USA still retained its nostalgic good old days. I had the good fortune
to study at Rochester, NY and Chicago where I studied under Prof. Milton Friedman,
a future Nobel prize recipient. It was then thdt my life’s work was formulated.

Taeko, my wife was also studying in Rochester, NY about the same time. We got
married upon returning to Japan. I pursued a career in lecturing on Economics and
Finance at university. Taeko worked for the Tokyo Olympics as a companion and
the World Exposition of Osaka as an escort guide. She is currently on the committee
of Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association, engaging in the Sister City Affiliation project
between Montebello, CA and Ashiya City. As I look back on our life, the USA
seems to have rotated somehow around us. Now that I am a retiree, I would be very
happy if I could take advantage of my time to have something to do with America
whom we loved and admired for its kind, generous and warm hospitality.

Soliloquy ‘
There are a lot of beautiful places in the US where
we can enjoy great natural scenery. Kauai island of
Hawaii is one of them. Every August, I spend my
vacation with my family at the Grand Hyatt Kauai. &
This hotel has recovered from the great damage by Hurricane Iniki it
suffered a year after its grand opening of 1991 together with the local
community and has become an integral part of Kauai as a corporate citizen.
I remember with pleasure that former Kauai Mayer Mr. Kusaka danced the
hula and I played the ukulele at its 15th anniversary event last year. The
PGA Grand Slam of Golf is also held there at Poipu Bay Resort Golf
Course every November. Four major title winners including Tiger Woods
competed this year. [ always look forward to playing golf with my family
on this golf course and this year I played golf almost every day enjoying
the view of the turquoise ocean and lush green in the bright sunlight. Kauai
is a special place for me filled with fond memories I share with my family
and local friends, and we are making more memories each year.

Write for the Member's Column
Deadline of Contribution: 20th day of previous month for planned publication
Number of words: Japanese = about 500 characters
English = about 250 words
Photograph: Digital picture if possible
Dispatch Method: Mail, Fax or E-mail to JASO office

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.
1. We would appreciate it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.

2. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you. However, we will return the photographs and

illustrations if you wish.
3. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those
submitted and also for editing.

4. The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultural,

artisti cand international events.
5. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

& New members¢
| Corporate Members

Salesforce.com Co., Ltd.

President & CEO: Uda, Eiji
Account Executive: Ozaki,Sachiko
Director, Field Sales: Mitsuda, Sozo

No Prefix)

Individual Members
Kubota, Yukari (Osaka)
Shinomiya, Takao (Nishinomiya)

Family Menbers

Watanabe, Machiko (Mino)

Notes All Star Series 2006 MLB vs. NPB was announced in September,
and we decided to arrange an opportunity where JASO members can enjoy
baseball watching together. Play ball was at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, November 7.
Although it was a short notice and the game was on a weekday, we got 70
participants, a lot more than we initially planned. We are sorry that some
people couldn’t join because of previous arrangements, but we would like to
try and slot in some timely events like this. (JASO Office)




