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; - financial reports. At the reception, Consul General Daniel Russel §
- gave a speech, and Director for International Relations of Osaka

2006 Annual Directors’ & General Meetings @ ST
and Reception: July 21, 2006 (Fri) e :
JASO reached its 60th anniversary and held the annual meeting
and reception of the fiscal 2006 at Rihga Royal Hotel. Election of :
directors and officers, activities, and budgets for 2006 were |5 |
proposed and approved and five new directors were appointed at j
the directors’ and general meetings, following activities and 7

City Government, Mr. Isamu Kimura proposed a toast on behalf
of the Mayor. The Bluesin’ Jazz Orchestra and directors of
Kansai Jazz Association played powerful tunes, boosting the
party mood, and participants enjoyed good music and
conversation.

Dfficers and Directors of JAS',:

~ An English performer Diane Orrett, also
.~ known as Diane Kichijitsu, played

t
Pr e(.sid(.ent Treasurers ) E Directors Eikichi Itoh Teiichi Nishimura Kunio Takeda
Toichi Takenaka Masao Takagi i Mikio Ando Michio Tzuma Takeo Obayashi  Hideo Tashima
Yasushi Hayakawa ) ) o L . ) B
Senior Vice President ¢ Hisashi Furuichi ~ Hirohide Kamikawa Naotaka Saeki Kenji Tatsuuma
Masayuki Matsushita Secretary ¢ Daisuke Hatakake Tetsuo Kawakami Nobuo Sasuga Shingo Torii
. . Katsuya Fukunaga i Masuo Hosokawa  Kanji Kitamura Genshitsu Sen Takayuki Tsukuda
V;Sﬁ:::;s}gle;ts E Kouichi Tkeda Kazusue Konoike Hirofumi Shibano Hidesuke Ueyama
Chris Lellycock E Katsuo Inabata Teruhiko Mori Minoru Shibata Kazuyoshi Zenitaka
Katsuhisa Ezaki ¢ N oriyuki Inoue Hitoshi Murakami Toshiharu Shibata
English RAKUGO with Diane Orrett JASO & JBSK Joint Golf Competition
June 23, 2006 (Fri) May 13, 2006 (Sat) 1

This year’s golf competition was held at
Higashi Hirono Golf Club. The
~ competition was carried out as planned
with 25 players in 7 groups, although it -
was a rainy day. Full-bloomed azaleas
were contrasting beautifully with the lush E ittt
greens brightened by rain. Some members struggled w1th the
challenging courses and rainy weather and others played well
despite the bad conditions, but everyone enjoyed playing and
got to know better with each other through sport. Seventeen
players won a prize by reaching the green in one shot at the
3rd and 17th short holes, both
& of which were difficult
courses over a pond. The
JASO championship went to
Mr. Koji Ebihara.
Congratulations!

Japanese “sit-down” comedy, Rakugo, at
Hotel New Otani Osaka. She performed
a classic piece and an original one with
small talks about her experiences in
Japan. We ran a membership campaign
this time and were delighted to have
more participants than expected
mCIudmg non-member guests and visitors. Ms. Orrett’s
humorous and lively performance
.. captivated the audience. People

W laughed together and cheerful
atmosphere filled the crowded
room. We had a great time, sharing
humor of Rakugo, a nice dinner,
and everyone’s smile.

o

»@@ Upcoming Events @ @© h

Day Trip to Enryakuji Temple
in Mt. Hiei and Sagawa Museum

December 1, 2006 (Fri)

jSO 60th Anniversary Special Lectue— )
Luncheon & Lecture
with Ambassador Thomas Schieffer

BUNRAKU Workshop
Venue: Hilton Osaka
Introduction to Bunraku, Japanese traditional puppet play. The puppet 9,

scenes of Bunraku. The performers will demonstrate how to manipulate
puppets and play the instrument as well as the highlight of a play.
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@®New members$

Corporate Mem
Tasaki Shinju Co., Ltd.
President: Tasaki, Shunsaku
Vice President: Tasaki, Toshiaki

From Osaka City

Osaka began its historic sister city relations {4
with San Francisco in 1957, marking the first s
such association between two major cities.
Since then, Osaka and San Francisco have
continued exchanges in various fields such as
through culture and sports. In 2007, we will
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Osaka -
San Francisco relation. The steering
committee for the 50th anniversary was
established in March 2006 in order to develop
special events commemorating this long-
lasting bond spanning half a century by
building upon previous exchanges and
increasing citizen involvement in future activities. Taking a fresh,
innovative approach, the planning committee will work with local citizen
organizations and NPOs to compose meaningful grass-root exchanges that
reaffirm the significance of sister cities and create more opportunities for
citizens to actively participate in international exchanges. We ask for the
kind support and cooperation of the Japan-American Society of Osaka as
the Osaka - San Francisco Sister City Association
proceeds with preparations for an inspiring,
memorable 50th Anniversary.

Sister city signing ceremony
on Qctober 7, 1957

Memorable Summer

I joined a summer program
last year and this year at
Cornel University School of
- Hotel Administration in the
. State of New York. It was a
one-hour flight from Manhattan.
Cornel has 62 waterfalls in the
large campus. It is a quiet
students' quarter and also known
as a good bird watching
site. The program was very hard but I got a
valuable and unforgettable experience,
i 5 — spending a summer with 550 enthusiastic hotel
A professionals from 95 countries. Now that T
got a lot of friends in the world, maybe I don't
have to worry about hotels wherever I go in
L the future.....?

Miho Inada
Hotel New Otani Osaka

Looking Back Today ...

I try to join JASO’s events as much as possible,
enjoying them very much. They are always quite
interesting and I can have a good time with the
8 members feeling a connection with America, and get
special experiences... I think you already know these
things. When I heard the English Rakugo by Diane
Orrett at the gathering on June 23, I laughed heartily

Masanobu Tnuma ~ and, at the same time, was amazed that Rakugo can

Japan Airlines be funny all the same even when performed in
English. On the way home, a memory came back to me suddenly from
about 30 years ago when I was still at the university. I was visiting a
women'’s college in Berkeley, California, and had an opportunity to hear a
big band from Waseda University, who were on tour, playing Glenn
Miller and Count Basie at the auditorium. Praises from an American
family seated next to me made me feel proud being a Japanese. They also
perplexed me with rapid-fire questions such as “How did they come to
play American music?” and “Do Japanese enjoy music like this?” That
experience made me realize the universal appeal of art and culture
represented by music and think about how vital human interactions are
between different cultures to understand each other. Looking back today,
it might have been one of the motivations for choosing my job now I have.

Osaka Governor visits US T
Governor Fusae Ohta of Osaka !

visited Chicago and New York in

the United States from April 9 to

15. In Chicago at 2006 Osaka

Breakfast Meeting held by Osaka

Business and Investment Center,

the governor gave a presentation

about the  promotion  of}
biotechnology industries in Osaka

and introduced the Northern

Osaka Bio Cluster centered at Saito Life Science Park. Despite the
early hours, more than 100 people, those in biotechnology industries
and government officials, attended the meeting. She also attended
BIO 2006, the world biggest convention of biotechnology industry, in
Chicago and visited the booth of Osaka and other countries. At the
reception hosted by a local organization, the governor publicized the
promotion of biotechnology industries in Osaka and Bio Japan 2006
to be held in Osaka in September. In New York, Governor Ohta
visited the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey and had a lively
exchange of views on maintenance and management of large-scale
infrastructure in urban areas.

* Presentation at 2006
Osaka Breakfast Meeting

Over the Rainbow

Being a member of JASO, I could have many
unexpected, exciting and happy memories. The first time
was a trip to Seoul and Pusan (2 nights 3 days) about 30
years ago. Tt was the No.1 memory for me. Almost all
members who joined the tour were VIPs or somebody
with their families except me, probably the youngest
participant. In Seoul we enjoyed walking around down
Katy Iéomqhi town, shopping, visiting some famous places with lunch
(Kobe) at an old Korean restaurant. Every minute was exciting.
We enjoyed sightseeing to our heart’s content. Thus, we were late to get the train
to Keishu. To go to the Seoul Station, a police car was leading, taking a lane
against a one-way traffic toward the station! In spite of arriving late, the train was
waiting for us! After sightseeing in Keishu, old capital of Korea, we enjoyed
local scenery from the bus window on the way to Pusan where we stayed over
night. Every minute of the trip added another precious exciting memories which
I would never be able to have besides JASO’s. Through JASO’s activities, |
gained a lot of precious memories and chances to talk with many wonderful
people who gave me great influence. Those are something precious I found over

the rainbow between US and Japan friendship, and are brightening in my mind.

Soliloquy

The Annual Directors’ & General Meetings and
Reception were held on July 21. I am pleased to
say that a lot of members including Consul
General Russel attended the Meeting and
Reception, the meetings went smoothly, and the
reception was as lively as ever. I would like to
thank everyone involved. It’s already been a
year since I assumed the presidency at the last
general meeting. We felt our way through the first half of the year
and began to realize what is expected from us and some problems
such as declining number of members. In this year of 60th
anniversary, we would like to publicize our Society and events as
we tried at “English Rakugo” and do our best to revitalize JASO to
continue flourishing towards the future. I am also happy to inform
you that we will have Ambassador Thomas Schieffer for the 60th
anniversary special lecture on December 1. We hope to see many of
you at the lecture and we would appreciate your cooperation.

Prefix)

Individual Members

Thata, Reiko (Nishinomiya)
Ishii, Eiko (Toyonaka)
Kinugasa, Shin (Kobe)

Kishihara, Taiji (Suita)
Kurachi, Eikichi (Ikeda)
Rogers, Charles (Kawanishi)

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.

wn = (5] [

. We would apprecialte it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.
. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you, However, we will return the photographs and

illustrations if you wish,

. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those

submitted and also for editing.

. The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultur;

artisti cand international events.

. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

Family Members

Tusnkir.. Kazuyo (Kobe)
Tasaki, Reiko (Kobe)

Shibuya, Sachiko (Osaka)
U. Toshiaki (Osaka)
Yoshida, Midori (Kawanishi)

Fujii, Tomoko (Ikaruga)
Kikui, Natsuki (Osaka)
Yoshida, Wakako (Kawanishi)

Notes The Annual General Meeting of 2006 is over and our term entered
the second year. This fiscal year marks the 60th anniversary of JASO and we
try to organize even more enjoyable events than the previous year. Our first
event of 2006 is a lecture by the Bunraku puppet master, Kanjuro Kiritake
and the second is a day trip to Mt. Hiei. We will have the honor of inviting
Ambassador Schieffer in December. Please bring your friends and family to
join us at these events! (JASO Office)

al,




