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Spring Day Trip Hyogo:
Himeji Castle and Sake Brewery of Nada, April 15, 2006 (Sat.)
We traveled from Nada in the east to Himeji in the west in Hyogo. Our first
stop was a sake brewery in Mikage-go, one of the five sake-brewing areas of
Nada, where we learned about sake brewing and tried sake tasting. In the
afternoon, we visited Himeji Castle known as White Heron Castle and
designated as world cultural heritage by UNESCO. In spite of the bad weather,
the castle looked beautiful in the rain, trimmed with cherry trees in full bloom.
‘We enjoyed the great scenery and the informative guided tours of the castle.

<Members' Comments>
Takao & Kazuko Yasuda (Osaka)
We are glad we joined the trip, although it was
- )} a cold and rainy day for mid-April. At Kobe
BN Shushin-kan, we learned that the high-quality
sake of Nada depended on the good water
called Mlyd—]‘mzu big grain rice called Yamada-nishiki, cold wind from Mt.
| Rokko, sake barrels made of Yoshino cedar and skillful master brewers from
. Tamba area. Nada is the number one sake production area in Japan and, in
Edo period, Nada's sake accounted for 70% of sake consumption in Edo. The
rice is polished down to 35% before it can be used for sake brewing. What
about the other 65%? Don't worry. It makes rice bran, crackers and even
cosmetics, no waste at all. We tried sake tasting too. After the lunch break, we
arrived at Himeji Castle and divided into three tour courses: hard,
intermediate, and easy. We walked around the west wing on the "easy" tour. A
gentle slope and a right turn led us to the courtyard, and we wowed. It was the
glorious pink of weeping cherries among pale-pink Somei-yoshino cherries
that jumped to the eye. It relieved our weariness. At Kouko-en, we had coffee
with Ms. Tsujimoto, who was in the same tour, and felt happy that we had
a good opportunity to make more friends with the members. Many thanks!

Unfortunate rain? No, it was a blessing! If it had been a sunny day, we would
have been exhausted in a big crowd of cherry and castle viewers. I enjoyed
good food and sake, beautiful castle and cherry blossoms.---Kenji Miki

I enjoyed tasting various kinds of sake and learned how sake changes its
taste with time. It was also interesting to hear about impregnable defense of
the castle.---Masaharu Ueda

Lunch Lecture: “Carpentry Tools and Spirit of Craftsmanship™
March 3, 2006 (Fri.)

We had Mr. Kenzo Akao, Director of Takenaka Carpentry
Tools Museum, as the speaker at Mengyo Kaikan in
Honmachi. He talked about Japanese traditional

'\ architecture and illustrated the highly developed skills of
carpenters and their specialized carpentry tools using visual
aids and anecdotes. After the lecture, we joined a guided tour of Mengyo
Kaikan, which is designated as a National Important Cultural Property.
The participants intently looked at each room with different decorations
and ingenious equipment and listened to historical stories of pre-war
prosperity and wartime confusion that this building went through.

Sprmg Sumo Tournament & Talk with Ms. Watts

March 26, 2006 (Sun.)

Ms. Kdtrma Watts® Sumo talk was a lot of fun as
always. She told us interesting insider stories about
Sumo ranging from characteristics of each Sumo stable
and its master to how to read banzuke (ranking list) and
how much money they make. The participants asked
some unique questions as well. Ms. Watts accompanied us to the Sumo
matches this time and explained some more on the spot. The tournament
went into a playoff and the spectators were charged up. You cannot feel
the excitement on TV! Unfortunately, Ms. Watts is going back to her

country permanently. We are planning to invite a new guest next year.

English RAKUGO with Diane Orrett

Venue: Hotel New Otani Osaka

Diane Orrett, also known as Diane Kichijitsu, plays Japanese
“sit-down” comedy RAKUGO in English. This will be a great
opportunity for you to enjoy traditional Japanese comic story
telling!

Annual General Meeting & Reception 2006
at R1hga Royal Hotel
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Ambassador's Message
Attn: Mr. Toichi Takenaka, President of JASO

Tt gives me great pleasure to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to you and the Japan-America Society of
Osaka upon this occasion, the 60th anniversary of the
Society's founding.

The foundation for a strong relationship between two
countries is friendship and trust between each country's
citizens. The Japan-America Society of Osaka has
served to further strengthen and expand the friendship
and goodwill between the people of the United States
and Japan through 60 years of enthusiastic activities.
The efforts of President Toichi Takenaka and the
members of the Society, and the efforts of past society presidents and
members have been significant and lasting testaments to effective
international good will. When the President George W. Bush visited Kyoto last
November, both he and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi were adamant that
the two countries should work together to resolve global challenges. The
United States and Japan will continue to whole-heartedly contribute to
building peace and prosperity throughout the world, using the cooperative
relationship between the two nations, and the sort of grassroots efforts
exemplified by the Japan-America Society of Osaka, as a model.

I hope that another 60 years will see the Japan America Society of Osaka as
influential and vital as it is today, a benchmark of civic diplomacy, and its
example being followed world-wide. T thank you for this opportunity to
participate in this momentous occasion, and am honored to offer my
congratulations.

Happy Sixtieth!

USS Curtis Wilbur visits Osaka Port

The U.S. 7th Fleet Aegis destroyer Curtis Wilbur
visited Osaka Port Monday, April 3. Secretary General §
Kurokawa of JASO attended the welcome ceremony in
the morning at the invitation of the U.S. Consul
General of Osaka-Kobe. Children from Osaka South 3§
Port Sakura Kindergarten presented flowers, including g
a bouquet from JASO, to the commander and |
crewmembers of the ship. President Takenaka was
invited to the evening reception on board. Following
Commander O’Donnell’s greetings, Consul General ;
Daniel Russel and former U.S. Ambassador to Japan
Thomas Foley gave a speech. Commander O’Donnell
in his greetings emphasized the importance of
maintaining peace and stability for the next generation

symbolized by  those
children who had handed
flowers at the ceremony.

J. Thomas Schieffer,
U.S. Ambassador to Japan

Member's
Column
Visit to Chicago

Welcome Reception for Japan Society of Northern

California Delegates

As the first of our 60th anniversary projects, we held a welcome
reception for the delegates from the Japan Society of Northern California,
who were visiting Japan on their centennial anniversary trip, on Friday,
April 14th at 5 p.m. at the Ritz-Carlton Osaka. The reception was attended
by Chairman John Thomas and 10 other members from JSNC and more
than 20 members from JASO including Ambassador Amae. Following
friendly greetings from President Takenaka of JASO and Chairman
Thomas of JSNC, Vice Chairman Isao Matsuura of JSNC briefed us about
the 100 years of history of the Society. We played a video about Osaka
City and then President Takenaka explained some major projects in the
urban area of Osaka. U.S. Consul Paul Howard proposed a toast and the
attendees enjoyed socializing at the buffet style party.

Chairman

Vice Chairman
John Thomas I[sao Matsuura
of ISNC of JSNC

.
Soliloquy

On April 13th, we had a farewell party for Mr. and Mrs.
Campanella with limited members of JASO including Consul
General Daniel Russel. As he wrote in his farewell message to the
last issue, Mr. Campanella, Vice President of JASO, is going back
to the States after 58 years of his life in Japan. I would like to
express our sincere appreciation for his long time contributions to
the Society. Then, on April 14th, we really enjoyed the welcome
reception for the delegates from the Japan "Society of Northern
California. It was a great opportunity to deepen our friendship. Let
me introduce the inscription on the plaque presented to JASO from
JSNC;

1 Japan Society of Northe
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Sumo Watching

Healthy Japanese food is catching on worldwide and even
some non-Japanese restaurants like so-called fusion food
restaurants are incorporating sashimi and sushi into their
menus these days. Following this trend, premium sake are
appearing at "sake bars" in the States and attracting young
people’s attention. If such a cool style of drinking sake abroad
is introduced back to Japan, it will appeal to young Japanese
people as well. I was recently invited to the "Sake Seminar and
Sake Tasting" event hosted by the Japan-America Society of
Chicago. Chicago is a place I consider as my second home.
This event may reflect the fact that the export of Japanese sake
to the United States has increased by 20% for the second
consecutive year. At the hottest club downtown Chicago called "Reserve", I talked
about rich culture of Japanese sake and sake brewers, and then we had a kagami-
biraki (sake barrel opening) and made a toast with wooden sake cups. With many
attractions like sake tasting and a raffle featuring Japan-America airline tickets, the
event was attended by many people, both
Japanese and Americans, and was quite a
success. We did the kagami-biraki wearing
happi jackets with Japanese and American flags
on them borrowed from JASO, and it got a lot of
applause. The Japanese government has been
running a "Visit Japan" campaign these days,
trying to attract more tourists to Japan. We
would like to serve this purpose by sending out
information about sake-related Japanese culture
at home and abroad.

Mitsuo Yano
(Hakushika Sake Museum)

I joined the Spring Sumo watching with JASO.

Before the matches, Ms. Watts, who is a
commentator for NHK's bilingual BS broadcast,
told us interesting stories about Sumo and
highlights of this tournament. She became
fascinated with Sumo after she came to Japan. [
was impressed with her great knowledge and
really enjoyed her talk. It is a pity that she is
going back to Australia. After that, we moved to
the stadium and finally got to watch the Sumo
matches. First, Baruto from Estonia won the
Juryo (lower division) championship without
losing a single match. He is another promising Sumo wrestler from
abroad. Kitazakura, who became popular with his entertaining
performances for fans, posted a losing record but still received a lot of
cheers. Ozeki Kaio, who might have retired if he had lost another
match, beat Hakuho, who had already secured his promotion to Ozeki.
Tochiazuma beat Yokozuna Asashoryu and salvaged the hope of his
promotion to Yokozuna, leading the tournament into a playoff
between Hakuho and Asashoryu. We were very exited with this
perfect scenario! At the end, the champion Asashoryu, in his post-
match interview, shouted "Thanks, Osaka! (maido ohkini)" in Osaka
dialect and received thunderous applause. I hope that next year's
Sumo watching will be as exiting as this one.

Sho Nakamoto
(Osaka)

Write for the Member's Column
Deadline of Contribution: 20th day of previous month

for planned publication
Photograph: Digital picture if possible

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.

. We would appreciate it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.

. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you. However, we will return the photographs and
illustrations if you wish.

Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those
submitted and also for editing,

The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultural,
artisti cand international events.

5. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

B e

Number of words: Japanese = about 500 characters
English = about 250 words
Dispatch Method: Mail, Fax or E-mail to JASO office

& New members¢
Individual Members ]
Matsushita, Chizuko (Amagasaki) Matsushita, Kaoru (Amagasaki)

Notes as you can see in this newsletter, we had many events in March
and April. And again we are concerned about the declining number of
American members. In order to get American people to know about JASO,
we are planning an “English Rakugo™ event in June and to invite non-
member Americans through organizations like American Chamber of
Commerce. With that as a start, we would like to publicize this Society
through more US-related channels. We would really appreciate it if you
could invite your American and Japanese friends to our events too.




