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Toichi Takenaka,
President of JASO

President's Message

It is my great honor to be appointed president of the Japan-America Society of Osaka to succeed Mr.

Nishimura. I am humbled by the great responsibility of managing this Society, which has more than half
a century of distinguished history. As you may know, JASO was established in 1946 to "promote
friendship, mutual understanding and cultural exchange between the peoples of Japan and the United
States". I understand that the Society has greatly contributed to the construction of friendly relations
between our two nations on both the business and the cultural side through vigorous civil exchanges
among businesses and citizens. Next year we will reach a milestone of the 60th anniversary. There is no
doubt that Japan-US relations are becoming even more important in the international community, and I
think that JASO is expected to play a greater role as a bridge of friendship across the pacific. Carrying
on the traditions established by our former presidents and members, I am determined to make every
effort to meet your expectations. Thank you very much for your continued support and cooperation.

2005 Annual Directors' & General Meetings and Reception

JASO held the Annual Directors' Meeting at Rihga Royal Hotel on July 22. President Nishimura was appointed chairman of the
meeting. The directors agreed to submit the agenda including Election of Directors and Officers and Additional Statement of
Articles to the General Meeting. The General Meeting approved all the agenda and Mr. Toichi Takenaka was newly appointed
president. The reception was held after the meeting. Starting with two national anthems played by Claire, the string quartet, new

President Takenaka, Consul General Almasov and Ambassador Kaminaga gave a speech, followed by a toast by Deputy Mayor
of Osaka, Ms. Ohira. The participants enjoyed the party until after 8 pm.

cers and Directors as of August 31,

President ! Director

Takenaka Toichi

Senior Vice President

Matsushita Masayuki

Vice President

Campanella Philip A
Burt Julian F
Laycock Chris

Ezaki Katsuhisa

Treasurer

Takagi Masao

Hayakawa Yasushi

Secretary

Fukunaga Katsuya

sssssssssssssassansansnnsanns

Ando Mikio
Fukuchi Shigeo
Furuichi Minoru
Hatakake Daisuke
Hosokawa Masuo
Inabata Katsuo
Inoue Noriyuki
Itoh Eikichi
Izuma Michio
Kawakami Tetsuo
Konoike Kazusue
Mori Teruhiko
Murakami Hitoshi

Nishimura Teiichi

Obayashi Takeo
Saeki Naotaka
Sasuga Nobuo
Sen Genshitsu
Shibano Hirofumi
Shibata Minoru
Shibata Toshiharu
Takeda Kunio
Tashima Hideo
Tatsuuma Akio
Torii Shingo
Tsukuda Takayuki
Ueyama Hidesuke

Zenitaka Kazuyoshi

\ | New Executive Office

Our executive office has moved to :
Japan-America Society of Osaka, Executive Office

Automn Day Trip to Nara
Horyuji Temple and Daigokuden Hall at Heijo Palace Site
We are visiting Horyuji Temple, designated World Heritage,
and the reconstruction site of Daigokuden Hall at the ancient
Heijo Palace Site.
3 Please note that visit to Toshodaiji Temple, announced at the
general meeting reception, was changed to Horyuji Temple.

4-1-13, Hom-machi, Chuo-ku, Osaka, 541-0053
TEL : 06-6263-9753
FAX : 06-6263-9773
E-mail : jaso@takenaka.co.jp
Secretary General : Shoji Kurokawa
Secretary : Junko Suga, Hitomi Tkeda
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Flow of News Letter to be published

Dead Line of Contribution :

Mayor Seki Visits Chicago and San FranciscoX

Mayor Seki promoted Osaka during his visit to Chicago and San Francisco from
June 11th to 17th with the support of a world renown electronics company in the

Kansai region. Upon invitation from Mayor Daley, Mayor Seki participated in
the Chicago-hosted 73rd Annual U.S. Conference of Mayors where about 250 ||

mayors from across America gathered. Representing Chlcaﬁo‘; sister cities,
Mayor Seki presented Osaka as an international 3 ;

city. In Chicago, Mayor Seki also promoted
RoboCup 2005 and the start of development of the
Osaka Station North District, an unused cargo
area located in the heart of the city, into a center
for robotics, IT, and ubiquitous technology to
draw major IT-related industries to begin projects
at the Osaka Station North District. In San
Francisco, Mayor Seki discussed with Mayor
Newsom the 50th anniversary of Osaka - San
Francisco Sister City relations in 2007 and agreed
that much citizen and business involvement is
crucial. Lastly, Mayor Seki also met California
Governor Schwarzenegger, and spoke about topics
such as IT businesses in Osaka and California and
university exchanges. It is our hope to further ]}
promote Osaka internationally, leading to business
advancements and ifivestments in our city.

Mayor Seki mdklm, a speech in Chlcﬂgc

Those interested should contact : Osaka Sister City Network
TEL:06-6772-9670 FAX:06-6772-9790
http://www.sisterc.net/SanFrancisco/

Member's
Column

Friendship Through Sweets

I am Tomio Kitano, a confectioner in Tondabayashi
Osaka. Our club "Osaka confectionery junior club"
which is an organization of junior generation in
confectionery industry celebrated 50th anniversary in
2004. Our club annually donates our sweets to kids at
33 schools and handicapped schools in Osaka in
cooperation with Osaka City Government. We call
this voluntary activity "Love and Sweets Campaign"
and have been continuing more than 40 years. In 2004
Tomio Kitano we planned and carried out our 50th anniversary

Twao Yokoyama

CG Almasov's Farewell message

It is so difficult to believe that three years have already
passed since I came to Osaka to serve as Consul General,
it seems more like three months and I must already take
my leave from all of you. This tour was my third in Japan,
though my first in Osaka, and in my twenty-eight years in
the foreign service I cannot imagine a more enjoyable and
memorable tour of duty. I was most fortunate to be able to
serve in Osaka at the beginning of the twenty-first century,
a time when relations between the United States and Japan
are at their best in their 151-year history. Thanks to our
friends in the Japan-America Society of Osaka, my family
and I have enjoyed our life in the Kansai immensely, and I
% want to thank all of you on behalf of all of us for your

warmth and kindness, and for bringing us closer to the
heart of Japan, where you have the happy fortune to live.
In closing, T want to take this opportunity to wish all of
you in the Japan-America Society of Osaka many years of
ever greater friendship among Americans and Japanese,
and health, wealth, and happmess always,

Alexander Almasov
Consul General
of the United States
of America
Osaka-Kobe
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Once Upon a Time in America

This is the title of a movie which was produced in
America in the year 1984. My topic today, however, has
no relation with this film: but it is truly to depict a
memorable experience of mine. The same year in which
this movie was first released, I was glven an opportunity
to study overseas in a business school in California where
I arrived with great excitement. Classes were held from 8
AM to 5 PM. Awaiting me after that were loads of home-
work plus pre-studies. Studying up to 3 AM was not
enough. The Californian sky was always really blue; so

became my own feelings! Am I going to survive, I felt.
Isn't there a disguised smart way to "give-up" without
feeling the humiliation of a dropout? Good idea might be traveling to Mexico during
holidays (Student visa becomes void resulting in one's deportation from America if
proper procedures not taken). My mind swayed this or that, but after all, having
passed class requirements I received an invitation to the graduation ceremony,
written in English of course. What strongly jumped into my eyes then was the
printed expression "Commencement Ceremony". Wait a second, wasn't "The
Graduate" the original title of Dustin Hoffman's movie which carried the Japanese
translated title version of "Sotsugyo", meaning completion of study? I then consulted
a dictionary. It said that "Commencement" derived from French means "Beginning",
or a degree/diploma conferring ceremony of an American university. It also said that
"Graduation" is a classification in order of degree or quality or maturity, elevation to
a higher level of accomplishment, or the phase completing one's formal education
course. Although the third interpretation of "Graduation" is similar to that of
"Sotsugyo" in Japanese, there is no meaning of completing studying in the word
"Commencement". Yes, in summary, what I recall vividly in my memory when I
was "Once Upon a Time in America" is the moving moment when I realized the true
meaning of "Commencement"; namely that school study completion leads just to the
beginning of advancement to a next higher stage of studies!

(Tondabayasi) event "Love and Sweets in San Francisco" under
three policies "a continuation of our voluntary spirit",

"to contribute a friendship of Osaka and San Francisco cities as sister cities"
and "to introduce our sweets abroad". Last October, we visited schools and
handicapped schools in San Francisco and donated 600 gift boxes of our sweets
to kids the students. We encountered lots of dlfflculnes in plannmg and
carrying out our gift giving act;v1ty in SF. Our passion,

(An Ashiyanian)

cities and the sister city association made us come
through successfully the 50th Anniversary overseas
event. Finally we experienced impressive smiles from |

homepage http://www.okasiya-net.jp

Elementary School in Alabama

It was at the end of March in 1976 that I moved to
Birmingham, Alabama with my wife and two children.
I was a physician at a public hospital in Osaka and had
an opportunity to be invited to the University of
Alabama as a guest associate professor. Aside from
my work, my biggest concern was the school that my
6th grade daughter and 4th grade son would go to.
There were few Japanese in the region and, of course,

no Japanese schools. We intended to wait until the
new semester after the summer vacation, but I was so
concerned that I went to have a look at the local
school with my children. When we were wondering
around the school gate, a middle aged woman, apparently a teacher, talked to us.
I told her that I was worried about my children, who didn't understand English.
She laughed out loud and said, "No problem. Just come on in!" She invited my
son into the classroom along with other students. Later that day I went to pick up
my son at the gate as told, feeling a little nervous. He came out in high spirits,
fooling around with his new friends as if he had been in this school for years. I
was impressed by their capacity to take in children with language difficulties
and realized that the United States really was a melting pot of ethnic groups. I
felt very grateful to Ms. Acorn, who talked to us and happened to be my son's
homeroom teacher. Although we stayed in the US only for two years, both of my
children are making use of their English ability at their work now.

Obuto Nakamura
(Toyonaka)

Soliloquy

I visited San Francisco with my wife in May. San
Francisco is a sister city of Osaka and will mark the |
50th anniversary of the sister city relationship in 2007. I
met some people from the local sister city association “
such as Ms. Kathleen Kimura and Mr. George Hara,
who were very exited about inviting Bunraku. Bunraku is Japanese traditional
puppet play and one of the major cultural assets of Osaka area. It is very
meaningful that Bunraku plays the roll of a cultural bridge between Japan and
the United States through performances in San Francisco. I also went to
Pebble Beach for the first time in 20 years. Beautiful greens and great
Californian coast views were the same as I remembered. However, the golf
fees have risen considerably and there were high-end residential areas nearby
in Carmel and 17-Mile Drive, which seemed to reflect the strong US economy.

20th day of previous month for planned publication
Number of words : Japanese = about 500 characters

Photograph : Digital picture if possible Dispatch Method :

English = about 250 words
Mail, Fax or E-mail to JASO office

& New members@

Tanaka, Hiroko (Osaka) Wada, Yukou (Kyoto)

Contribution rules

Notes The executive office of JASO has changed as of July

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter
The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.

o —

22, 2005. Former Secretary General Masayuki Yamaguchi has
become Honorary Secretary General accordingly. We are very
grateful to the former executive office members for their

. We would appreciate it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.

. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you. However, we will return the photographs and illustrations if you wish.

. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those submitted and also for editing.

. The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultural, artistic and international events.
. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

enormous support for this issue. Our news letters will be issued
quarterly from now on. Thank you for your continued support
for interesting and informative news letters. (JASO Office)




