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USAF-Asia Pacific Showcase Jazz Concert

E-mail:jaso@craypas.co.jp

On April 26 (Tue.) at Osaka International Convention Center, the Jazz performance by USAF-Asia Pacific Showcase was
held for which we had been working very hard to book this event from a year ago. The buffet style party started in the

special conference room, under the dome ceiling decorated with a beautiful Japanese picture painted under the motif of i

Osaka festival, followed by moving out to 'Foyer' from where we could see a beautiful night view of the city. The concert
commenced with the opening number of Pacific Showcase. We enjoyed the real jazz performance fully with beating and
rhythmic sounds. Later, Kansai Jazz Association kindly provided us with their tenor sax player Mr. Hisatsugu Suzuki and
vocalist Ms. Emiko Mizoguchi for added entertainment. The concert became literally a collaboration of Japan and America.
During the encore time, the audience got intoxicated with the local talents performing in unison with the US players.

Y¢ Mr. Yoshio Tonoura (Kawai-cho,Nara)

When I looked at the musical stands, I instantly
recollected Glenn Miller Orchestra in the 1940's.
The sign of "USAF" actually represented the
same which I saw in my young days. During the
performance, jazzy sound of drums and a bass
brought very deep and yet very comfortable
vibrations in my stomach. Most of the attendants
may be the same generation as Glenn Miller or
Benny Goodman. Among all, encore songs were
something special. "SAKURA" was sung in very
fluent Japanese and "SING SING SING"
included solo performance of each instrument.
Especially drum solo got all the audience excited
and frolic, and then, the concert seemed to reach
a climax. It was really joyful time as it was
completely different idea from the last Nohgaku
performance. I wish to express my sincere
thanks to the planning ability of JASO staffs.

¥ Ms. Mieko Terada (Takarazuka)

Even though I was born and grew in Japan, I cannot say I know
too well about my own country. Also I have limited knowledge
about our friendly country, America. Every event JASO plans,
it is always attractive as it helps us enjoy different culture of
both countries without any formality. Jazz performance of
USAF Pacific Showcase this time was enjoyed to my heart's
content at 12th floor of Osaka International Convention Center
from where the beautiful night view of Osaka was viewed, 17
players wearing black suits and butterfly-shaped neckties were
so gallant with air force badges on their arms and chests. I
heard the group leader MSgt Horne was an active pilot.
Elegant and decorous performance matched with penetrating
and charming vocal, and I was unconsciously humming in a
low voice. The vocalist Ms. Emiko Mizoguchi heightened the
mood and the encore songs 'Sakura' & 'Sing Sing Sing' were
welcomed by standing ovation, which I felt "This is real event
of JASO." On the previous day there was a sad JR accident and
my heart was really healed at this event night. Thank you.

Joint Golf Competition with JBSK

On May 14 (Sat.), we held the annual golf competition jointly with Japan-British Society of

Kansai under the refreshing blue sky at Kobe Golf Club which is the cradle of Japanese golf.
It is so popular that the voice "I wanted to play golf here once in my life" was heard here
and there. The panorama view will make a beautiful picture anywhere. Before tee off, the
participants were intoxicated with the beauty of the golf course but many of them seemed
nof to pay attention to it, as they were busy struggling against the tough course once the play
started. From JASO side, Mr. Takashi Kumeno of Swiss Hotel Osaka won the laurels.

Theater Party for Mamma Mia by Shiki

On June 7 (Tue.), we had theater-party of the musical 'Mamma Mia' performed by Shiki Theater in a
continuation of the last year's '"AIDA'. It was so popular that it was quite difficult to get tickets and the
allotted 100 seats were instantly booked by the members' early application. Before the theater-going, we
received a brief explanation about the play from Ms. Nao Kaneko of Shiki Theater, followed with a very
enjoyable dinner. This Mamma Mia is the first opening performance of the new Shiki Theater recently built
in Osaka. We were fully satisfied with the pleasant 'Mamma Mia' musical, covered by ABBA's composition
in the newest ultramodern theater. The finale standing ovation reflected the members' big excitement.

Time of Retirement

Teiichi Nishimura, President of JASO
Time flies like an arrow. The time to hand over the baton to Mr. Toichi Takenaka, the
newly elected President, is coming near after I served as the President of the traditional
Japan-America Association of Osaka. I cordially offer my heartful thanks to the members
for the kind cooperation and support extended, enabling me to complete my term with
JASO upholding its prestigious character. When I was appointed the President, 1 was
worried about what to do. I thought then that I should attend to each event to have a direct
personal communication with you though I could not do big things. Therefore each
schedule was decided according to my own convenience. I thought it had better to plan
each event with the firm theme rather than waiting for a casual idea. I decided to
concentrate on two main events, i.e., one was to introduce Japanese culture under the theme
“to explore the roots of Japan" and the other was to introduce American culture by putting
jazz in our programs. While making each plan, I came to know that there were many
members who were not familiar with the contents of our activity and therefore, we decided
to publish our original news letter published every two months to widely announce our
activity to the membership. So far, many favorable comments were received from the members. In this way, members
feel the association close to themselves and deepen mutual communication, which makes me very happy. Unfortunately *
there remain some problems like few American members living in Kansai and low participation of younger people. I
would like to ask the new President Mr. Takenaka to wrestle with these problems in succession. Lastly, I wish all of you
\to continue to cooperate with JASO and give your constant support to it. I wish to pray for further development of JASO.
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From the Prefecture of Osaka 080

The Osaka Prefectural Government California Office in San Francisco, in cooperation with the City of Osaka Chicago Office, participated in
RobotNexus 2004 held in Santa Clara, California last October, and publicized Osaka. The event was the first robotic conference focusing on
household robots in the US, where consumer, entertainment and other state-of-the-art robot technologies were introduced. There were 10
thousand attendees, from local elementary school students to leading robotics researchers, taking part in the very successful event in the Santa
Clara Convention Center. A bipedal walking robot exhibition by a Japanese company drew special attention. That was the only humanoid robot in
the exhibition and attracted large audience whenever its demonstration took place. Many business people from Japan also visited the venue and
some of them were looking into the next year participation. In Osaka's booth, as a part of our efforts to further promote Osaka's name to the rest of
the world, we publicized RoboCup 2005 Osaka to be held in July as well as appealed Osaka's strong manufacturing, particularly robotic industry.

Sakurabito (Cherry Man)

It was just before 9:00AM when the busses carrying Sakurabito(cherry appreciating men or
ladies) started Umeda. The best weather of the year for observing cherry blossoms led us to
Kyoto crowded with some tens of thousands of people, and nobody expected to come back by
7:00PM as originally scheduled. The Ariake(daybreak) cherry of Omuro is good. The color is
white. There are both single and double pedals. Gathered flowers become tufts of hand-ball,

which fill trees with white snowy clusters. The height is ten feet. Not too high, not to low.

There is no other sakura flower comparable in its magnificent beauty. (I got this impression =

% when I visited next week again as Omuro cherry was not in bloom on that trip day.) Ninnaji is |

Mr. Zenji Kaminaga 4 temple where the Emperor Uda once lodged. There were the Imperial chamber and the main |
hall of Shishinden(Hall of ceremonies of imperial Palace.). The five-storied pagoda clothing
white cherry was very artistic. A reddish violet azalea put graceful color on all white cherry
color. Our next visit was Yomei-Bunko where national treasures of Konoe familiy in each

MINISTRIY OF 5 S : it S0 2 e
FOREIGN AFFAIRS generation were exhibited. 'Kanpaku Nikki' (diary) of Michinaga Fujiwara and 'Waka Eiso
0OSAKA OFFICE (poem) of Teika Fujiwara is one of them. There was no obstacle in the space between myself
and the real thing which I was directly facing, and this strange fact made me feel the breath of

the ancients kept in the old books exhaled out naturally. Lunch was held at Shinsen-Inn of which drinking water
resource was dug at the same time Emperor Kanmu opened the Heiankyo capital. It was quite smart talk of cherry
blossom we had while drinking the water of the Inn with a history of a thousand-year of Kyoto. In the afternoon, by a
curious coincidence, we visited the second Monzeki today, Shoren-in, where the retired Emperor Toba was converted to Tendai esoteric Buddh]sm
Cherry blossoms were in graceful bloom all over the branches. The Aofudo (Blue God of Fire) was enshrined in the temple underneath the tree. Its attire is
very much valiant. T heard that Shinran entered the Buddhist priesthood in this monastery. Actually this monk is the founder of Jyodoshinshu sect. I could
not stop feeling the mystery of karma. The last spot was Shogunzuka at Higashiyama. There I confirmed
the bird's eye view of the scenic Kyoto spots covered by cherry blossom where we visited today. Cherry

Member ! S COlumn excursion of spring time in ideal weather was one of the best pleasant memories in my life. We turned

our steps homeward thanking President Nishimura and his staffs of JASO for the marvelous trip plan.

Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary

LULLABY OF BROADWAY

'Mamma Mia' was the musical play that the audience started to dance in their seats in the theater and the conductor gave a smiling wink to them
turning his face to their seats from his orchestra box. The whole theater in a full house with middle/advanced aged people became the stage itself.
The audience posing as stars joined in singing ABBA's famous songs by performers. Many, many people were dancing in beating rhythm with
their hands and feet. Broadway is the place we taste the joy of momentary life and its excitement. My grand daughter in high school, who was with
= ; me then, might have been in the ecstasy of its charm. Creates and gives us a dream, it is Broadway! I love Broadway! 'Mamma Mia' was

performed in Tokyo and Osaka by Shiki Theater but it was played by the tape without orchestra in Osaka at the opening of a new Shiki theater on
' January 5. When all is said and done, Broadway musical is featured by music, dance, also tapping, gorgeous costumes and smart stage. All of those
elements were stuffed in "42nd Street”. It was performed several times in Japan and commanded general popularity. Some Americans say this is an
Mr. Yutaro Mikami  ©rigin of the musical. This Broadway musical became popular by the dreamy Cinderella story about a country girl being [Fames
(Ashiya) picked up and rising to stardom and impressed people of all classes. Tony Prize was given to it at its revival performance.
According to my acquaintance in Broadway, most of the performers are in their thirties and forties, and even some top stars are 3
in the fifties. He said most of them do not join provincial tours, even overseas and the reason is because they can survive in the severe competition in

performance were chosen at a new audition and who were mainly in their twenties, among whom are e talents having chance to appear on the Broadway
stage. Tonight, I will try to dream Broadway after listening melody of 'Lullaby of Broadway' and the drum sound of 'Sing Sing Sing'. :

Prayer

On May 1, I performed Kyogen on the Noh stage at Sumiyoshi Shrine near my home during this year's annual Noh and Kyogen
events that marked the 30th anniversary. Although Kyogen, in a traditional Japanese comedy, it aims at offering sophisticated humor, T
performed a comical servant but received little response -- no wonder as the outdoor audience seats got all were wet due to heavy
rain. I was nevertheless elated as I could offer my performance to the shrine where I worship to pray for myself and for other people.
Speaking of prayer, I participated in all the four outings titled "Explore the roots of Japan" organized by JASO and enjoyed many
chances to pray before tombs, shrines and temples in Asuka, Ise, Mt. Koya and Kyoto, which are deeply associated with the Japanese'
inner universe of spirit. I also saw many people praying, which made me feel invigorated. To attend the recent funeral of the late Pope
and the inauguration mass of the new Pope, a surprisingly large number of people came together from all over the world. The aired
Ms. Hiroko Thara  view of their prayer at St. Peter's Square was very impressive. After the recent fatal JR accident, many people prayed for the victims.

(Akashi) Prayer itself may not have power, but I believe prayers' enthusiasm can sometimes be a driving force to improve difficult situations.

The Year in the U.S.

It was more than 40 years ago that I spent a year in Ohio as an American Field Service exchange student. With young John.
F. Kennedy as the leader, the U.S. was full of dream and hope for the future. I lived with a middle class typical American
family with whom I experienced good old America with discipline. Among other things, I was very much impressed with
the strong sense of dedication of every citizen, young or old, to serve his or her community and country. My host mother
worked as a volunteer in the local hospital every Wednesday, and she would turn down any other invitation or commitment
on Wednesdays. AFS, which provided me with the scholarship and the family, is a worldwide non-profit organization to
promote exchange among young people. A town wishing to invite a foreign young student had to raise as much as $3000
when the exchange rate was 360 yen to a dollar. Rotary Club and other charitable organizations and community groups were
Ms. Noriko Fukunaga the major contributors. In return, I went to give speeches to these groups and enjoyed meeting with different Americans.

(Nishinomiya) This way, the door to the world was opened in front of me as a young student during the memorable year in the U.S.

INOLES  such event as USAF Jazz Cancert, JASO & JBSK Joint Golf Competition and an appreciation of Mamma
Mia was managed one by one without any trouble, only the annual General Meeting is the remaining responsibility
during our term. At the beginning when the JASO secretariat was passed on to us, we were very much ill at ease fearing
what would happen from then. Now we would like to express our deep appreciation for your utmost cooperation and
warm support without which we could not complete our term of service in the given two years for the continued well
being of JASO. During this two years, we met various people and passed through the varied and valuable experiences.
We sincerely wish to pray for further development of the association and to keep mutual communications with you as-a
regular member from now on while supporting the new secretariat of JASO. Thank you. (EM)

@ New members¢
(No Prefix)
Corporate Members | Individual Members § Family Members

NAKAJIMA Kiba,Kazuko Osaka Kiba,Takeshi Osaka
INDUSTRIAL COQ.&LTD, Nakai,Yasuyoshi Amagasaki
President Nakajima Hiroshi Takada,Tashiko ‘Sennan




