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For the 4th event of the Society’s activity titled “Explore the Roots of Japan”, we had a special workshﬂp for the guide to 'Noh-gaku which is rather kept
at a distance for us. Young Noh performers from the Kanze school, explained about masks and costumes, demonstrated actual dressing, and initiated the
practice of singing “Utai” prior to their own performance. The 16th Master of Okura School of Noh,Genjiro Okura performed ‘Kotsuzumi’(hand drum)
creating the world of mystery. The place was crowded with over 80 participants exceeding the quorum, who jointly gave their very favorable comments.

Mystery World Close to Me
Shoshichi Nakanishi (Nishinomiya)
I attended “Noh workshop” held at AIOI-RO established 180 years ago
in front of Osaka Tenma shrine. I was excited to learn Noh-gaku which
was the most unfamiliar classical accomplishments for me. Though I
have accepted it to be too ceremonious, young Noh performers
explained each professional part in very relaxed atmosphere with actual
performances. The mystery world was felt to be close to me, especially
after demonstration of dressing gorgeous Noh costumes and practice of
Kotsuzumi and Yohkyoku. Noh was supporting Japanese culture as the
accomplishments for Samurai society together with Gagaku for the
ancient court society. A round of applause should be given to young
Noh performers who are devoting themselves to absorb its tradition and
handing it down to the next generation. I also appreciated President
Nishimura and JASO staffs who planned this evening workshop.

E&é@:{

Enjoyed Musical Play of Japanese Make

Yasuyo Ueda (Nara Sango cho)
I have felt Noh is difficult for me who had little chance to touch classical
accomplishments. But this time I enjoyed “musical play of Japanese make” as
it was not so formal as the stage and our seats were on the same level. I thought
Noh became very familiar to me after my first experience of live *Utai’ practice
as well as hearing explanation about ‘Kotsuzumi’ and presentation and
demonstration of Noh masks and costumes dressing before my eyes. The
performers explained that Noh consisted of half players and half audience so
that it implanted a richer imagination seeing only the dance to Utai and Hayashi
accompaniments without having any special stage settings. In that sense, I
appreciated the receptive manner of the audience which was very awarding. 1
was really impressed by the performers who introduced the Noh culture with its
650 years history and to the Japanese customary respect for courtesy extended
widely to the primary schools and various communities. Thank you very much.

Thanks to the late arrival of the cherry blossoms season this year, we could go around Kyoto
(Yomei-Bunko, Shoren-in & Shogunzuka) in full bloom of cherry blossoms on April 9 (Sat.).
We received many very early applications including ‘cancel waiting’. Two big busses were
fully booked. Yomei-Bunko is the library of Konoe Family, the head of the five regent families,
where lots of rare treasures from each generation are collectively preserved. We, separated in b
two groups, inspected “Mido Kanpakuki” originally authored by Michinaga Fujiwara and vivid
colorful picture scrolls which were never imagined were drawn 200 years ago, and etc. with
explanation ably given by Mr. Nawa the Chief Librarian. Shoren-in was visited after lunch
being one of the five Kyoto Monzeki temples and known as the Awada Imperial Palace. A brief
explanation was given by the Diaconate Mr. Takagi. We explored inside the palace and the
elegant garden. We then went up to Shogunzuka which is a detached grounds of Shoren-in and
enjoyed a panorama view from Mt. Hiei extending to Osaka within our vision of 270 radius. It
was the finest weather and we were quite satisfied with the Kyoto visit with cherry blossoms.

After we enjoyed Ms. Katrina Watts” talk about Sumo at Hotel Nankai on March 27, we moved to Osaka gymnasium to
watch the Spring Sumo. It has now become an annual event of JASO since we invited Ms. Watts 3 years ago. Her talk has
been very popular, which helped it to become very popular with the participants exceeding the quorum of 20 members.
She has quite extended knowledge of Sumo teaching us all about Sumo’s charm including how to enjoy it, about the Sumo
wrestlers’ profile and the point of each Sumo technique. The day of our Sumo watching was very much enjoyed by all.

JASO & JBSK Joint Golf Competition at Kobe Golf Club
Kobe Golf Club is the birthplace of golf and JBSK is in charge this time.

Last Year Participants

Last Year Champion

@ Upcoming Events @

Theater Party of "Mamma Mia" by Theater Shiki Co.
After taking dinner followed el & pm ol
by Shiki staff's commentary,

we will move to the theater '
and enjoy its stage show.
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The 2005 Annual General Meeting & Party at Rhiga Royal Hotel
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Mark Chandler of San Francisco City Hall in Osaka

Mark Chandler, Director of International Trade and Commerce of San Francisco, participated in the

Industrial Scholarship Center (ISC) Invitational Program on tourism made possible by the Osaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Ways to increase Osaka's attractiveness were discussed with
members from government and business sectors. During his stay, Mr. Chandler visited the
Entrepreneurial Museum of Challenge and Innovation, Namba Parks, National Museum of Arts
(Osaka), and other newly opened tourist facilities. The Osaka- San Francisco Sister City Association
held a welcome party for Mr. Chandler where members such as the Osaka YMCA and Osaka
Confectionary Junior Club who encourage citizen-level international exchange were present, and plans
for the 50th anniversary of sister city relations in 2007 were discussed. The Osaka- San Francisco
Sister City Association is looking for new members to help commemorate the 50th anniversary.

Contact : Secretariat, Osaka City Sister City thwork\

1 * TEL : 06-6772-9670 FAX : 06-6772-9790
Member S COlun—ln ‘ http://www.sisterc.net/SanFrancisco/

Sumatra Tsunami Experience on December 26, 2004

Our whole family was vacationing in Khao Lak, Thailand last Christmas holidays. In
the morning of December 26 when the big tsunami hit, we were on our way to the
Similan Islands, some 70 km away from Khao Lak, in a group of 50 tourists. When
we could see the islands, the skipper of our launch suddenly announced, “The island
coast was damaged by a big wave, so we will have to wait here for a while.” As we
did not know the tsunami occurred then, we were still in a happy holiday mood,
eating watermelon and pineapple, or swimming around the boat. Finally, the guide

Photograph Exhibition of
Ambassador Baker

From February 16 to 25, photograph
exhibition ‘Ambassador Baker’s
Japan’ was held at the 1st floor atrium \§
of NHK Osaka. 37 photographs W%
featuring ‘Japanese nature, animal, landscape and people’ were

. exhibited all taken by Ambassador Baker when he visited the various

places within Japan since being posted in July 2001. The opening
ceremony commenced at 5:00pm with the past JASO President Katsuo
Inabata representing JASO (current chairman of Inabata & Co.,Ltd)
giving his greetings to the attendees. Unfortunately Ambassador Baker

| was not present but his video message was played instead. He said in

his message, “Through my camera, I learned Japan which I could not

. see just as a diplomat.” During the exhibition period, there were about

1,000 daily visitors, totaling 10,000 and more throughout the period.
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National Parks of the
United States

The Yosemite, Grand Canyon and
Yellow Stone National Parks are very
well known and one cannot forget to
mention these parks when talking
about popular attractions in America.
However, are you aware that a total

said that the tour was cancelled and we started back to the pier we left, but it was so of over 50 national parks exist here
Mrs. Yumiko Almasov severely damaged that we had to wait sometime longer on the ocean and were rescued Mr. Tomohide in the United States? Each park has
(Nishinomiya) by a Thai Navy ship. Just before sunset we reached the completely deserted pier. We Miyasaka its own unique characteristics. The

walked through the port village in the moonlight before arriving at a small resort

(New York,USA.) beauty that nature has created over

hotel, where we waited for further rescue while making a bonfire. Military trucks arrived and took us to Lam thousands of years is absolutely breathtaking. The wild animals
Kaen temple nearby. There were a lot of tourists and the Thai people were already at the temple. We stayed there and blooming flowers are truly impressive. In the old diary of
the whole night and watched more and more rescued people arriving to the temple as time past by. After eleven mine, I have a little memo that I must have written down when I
at night, one satellite telephone was set up to make it possible to make calls inside Thailand. Next moming visited the Grand Canyon about 20 years ago. I recall what
foreign tourists started to call their embassies. While waiting to use the telephone, I chatted with various people. Theodore Roosevelt said about the Grand Canyon which I quote
A mother and her son from Fukuoka had seen a huge wave through the window of their bungalow and rushed herewith. “Leave it as it is, you can not improve it. The ages
into the bathroom and climbed on to the roof and moved to a wall next to it and hung to a palm tree right next to have been at work on it, and man can only mar it. What you can
the wall to escape from tsunami. An American couple who had gone diving found the water muddy and took the do is keep it for your children, children’s children and for all
diving boat back to the beach without knowing about the tsunami, On the way, they rescued a honeymoon couple who come after you.” After being dazzled by the magnificent
and a dog, and found their hotel totally destroyed. I still feel sorrow and pain for the Dutch brother and sister of site, I remember reading this quote and realizing how valuable
my son’s age we met at the shelter. Later I found out that they went to the same school as my son and their father this site was and how important it was to preserve it so that our
was still missing. My turn to call came, so I called the Japanese embassy in Bangkok to ask how we could go children and our grandchildren can enjoy the beautiful site. I
home without passports, air tickets, or money but the embassy staff did not understand the situation and gave me have lived in the United States for over 15 years but have only
the answer, “Please come to the embassy in Bangkok.” How were we going to get there when it would take 50 visited merely 10 of these remarkable national parks. During
minutes from Khao Lak to Phuket by car and another 50 minutes by airplane to get to Bangkok? “ Near noon, your next visit to the United States, I strongly recommend that
tourist buses provided by the Thai government started to move tourists from the shelter to Phuket airport. Then in you include these national parks as candidates for your itinerary.
the afternoon, we saw bodies of tsunami victims gathered and lined up for burning at the temple. With the help of

many people, we arrived at Phuket after sunset. The hotel my friend in Bangkok arranged for us was gorgeous. I

talked with my family in Japan by phone, took a bath, and became scared after I first saw the TV showing the S Olilo quy
whole story of the damage of the seashore where we had stayed. We had gone to Thailand for our honeymoon,

and after more than 20 years we visited
again with our children to experience the
worst natural disaster in recent history.
The last night in Bangkok when we had
dinner with my friend who helped us to
escape from Khao Lak, she said, “Please
visit Thailand again!” I hope it will be
soon when I can frankly say, “T will visit
Thailand again.” And my sincere and
deepest condolences for all those who
lost their lives in the Sumatra tsunami.

Flow of News Letter to be published ———— ‘NeW members’

Around 20th of odd Month
ex. March 22

Dead Line of Contribution : 20th day of previous month for planned publication
Number of words : Japanese = about 500 characters

President Uchida,Masahiko

Corporate Members

Uchida Photography Co.,Ltd. Sugimoto,Mika Toyonaka Mimura,Miki Osaka

I would like to express my
appreciation to our many members
for their participation in the ‘Noh-
gaku workshop” held on March 9,
and felt relieved to hear from them
that it was very good. Its attractiveness seems to come from
the performers, who are young and cute, according to the
majority of attended members’ comments. At the time of
Sumo watching, Ms Watts told us that Sumo was a religion
and this point was so fresh in me that I saw a new meaning
in Sumo. Thus while attending various events, I can find
very suggestive opinion through talks with you, which may
be a privilege attached to my position as the President.

(No Prefix)

Individual Members Family Members

Yoshitomi,Shigetaka  Izumi

English = about 250 words Direrctor  Uchida,Shinichiro Tsutsumi,Masao Toyonaka
Photograph : Digital picture if possible Manager  Kida,Noriko Mlmura,Atsuhlru 0?21(_3 )
Dispatch Method : Mail, Fax or E-mail to JASO office lizuka,Shuzo Nishinomiya
. .
Contrlblltlon I‘l.lles Notes There were jostling events in March and April and it is to be regretted that we

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

have not enough space to detail each one. Each event was very prosperous with a lot of
people participating, which we felt very happy. Young performers’ passion was so touching

The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter. ) at Noh-gaku workshop and at the same time, we actually felt the efforts in handing down

é- %‘i \cvgnurir?bi?gécr;:lrgﬁ slé;-ilfly\gﬁl‘;gtuﬁ :‘gﬁ%gl{; ';’Sfuﬂfff;vzfﬁ&gfﬂggfh a';ﬁ Jay a\:ese. e s i, its tradition. Ms. Watts’ Sumo knowledge flowing out one after another was really moved
: tur . Ho ) ill return the photographs and illustrations if you wish. e S, ' his

3. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those submitted and also for editing. i f’ldmlTathﬂ. Come on, Japdnesc, buckle up! Kyolo s histery of 1,000 years showed up

4. The manuseript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, Le., social, cultural, artistic and international events. before our eyes on the day trip there and we realized the eternal current of time, (EM)

5. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.




