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Active 2005 New Year's Reception

This year's reception was actively held at Rihga Royal Hotel on
January 21, Friday with as many as 240 participants. It was
proceeded in order of singing national anthems of both countries,
JASO President Nishimura's speech, Mr. Kaminaga, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary's greeting, and Kagamiwari
Ceremony hammered by President Nishimura, Mrs. Almazov, Mr.
Kaminaga, Mr.Nishida-President of Osaka-Chicago Association,
Mr. Igoshi-Vice Mayor of Osaka, Mr. Burt-JASO Vice President
and Mr.Matsushita-JASO Vice President, following with the Vice
Mayor Igoshi's proposing a toast. Special attraction was the jazz
performance by Spring Breeze Quartet and everyone received a
prize by triangle shaped Lot, followed additionally by the big Lot
which was main event of this year. All the members deepened
mutual amicable friendship between Japan and America during
the Reception in joyful, bright and lively atmosphere.

< Attraction >

Spring Breeze Quartet was specially organized by Kansai Jazz
Society this time. Members are Ms. Michiko Ogawa-piano & vocal,
Mr. Hisatsugu Suzuki-tenor sax, Mr. Yoshiro Kanda-base and Mr.
Itaru Sawasaki-drums. Ms. Ogawa performs in Florida every year and
released her own CD. Her talented play was refined and beautiful.

< Lottery >

Many wonderful gifts were donated from member companies and US Consular General etc.
two round trip tickets from Osaka to
Hawaii and the same from Osaka to New York in very exciting atmosphere with Ms. Inomata and

Special attention was paid to the last two big prizes, i.e.,

Ms. Iba being the lucky winners this year.

[Got a Round Trip Ticket to Hawaii| Kazuko Inomata (Osaka)
My career as a JASO member is 10 years. In the beginning, it
was difficult for me to attend its events due to my job but recently,
I will be able to participate such events making many new friends,
having joyful occasion to make up a little and to enjoy nice
cuisine. To my surprise, I drew a round trip ticket for two to
Hawaii by United Airlines at the 2005 New Year's Reception. I
was so absent-minded that [ felt walking in the sky hearing the
word "congratulation" from everybody. I make i’requent business
trip to Hawaii and feel that it reflects
my deep relation with Hawaii. Some of
my friends there belong to Japan-
America Association of Hawaii and they
would be envious to hear the above
story. I sincerely wish JASO's future |

deveiopment. Thank you. Ms.Inomata (nght) with Mr.Fukuda of United Airlines

e
Mr. K:J.mlTngil
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My God! New Year's Luck | Zenko Iba (Kyoto)
On January 21, 2005, my mother and I attended the JASO New Year's
Reception after zigzagging back and forth from Kyoto to Osaka
through Ashiya and Kobe. Starting with national anthems of both
countries, I spent pleasant time when I enjoyed nice meal, jolly chatting
with members and live jazz performance making me swing. At last,
when Mrs, Consul General drew lot ticket numbered 20, my mother
shouted "bravo!" and surrounding members of both countries were
clapping their hands with "waooh". This is the real 1nstant ] gota round
trip air ticket for two from Osaka to New
York. I believe this is a revelation
suggesting me to see recent New York and
therefore, I am willing to go there. The
problem is who is my partner. The first
candidate is my mother, of course. The
Bird year is really fortunate.

Ms.Iba (right) with Ms.Nayama of Northwest Airlines

Upcomlng Events @

Noh-gaku Workshop (Osaka)
The 4th event to explore the roots of Japan

Spring Sumo Tournament & Talk with Ms. Watts

Prior to watching Sumo, we will receive a clear and enjoyable
explanation about Sumo from Ms. Katrina Watts who is acting
as an English commentator for NHK-BS broadcast.

e (Q

Spring Day Trip to Kyoto
Main spots are Yohmei-Bunko, Ninnaji and Shohrenin. Especially Yohmei-Bunko is
usually closed to the public. Also we plan to visit secret spot where you can enjoy
270° panorama view from Kyoto to Osaka.

Jazz Session (Osaka Irgematlonal Convention Center)
Big Band by the United States Air Force of the Pacific-Asia

JASO & JBSK Joint G{)lf ?orgpetition at Kobe Golf Club

Theater Party of "MAMMA Ml}\'" by Theater Shiki Co
22. :{ 05
The 2005 Annua] General Meeting
& Reception following the Directors Meeting
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From the Prefecture of Osaka o&:

In April 2004, Osaka University opened its overseas office in |

the same building as the Osaka Prefectural Government (OPG)

California Office in San Francisco. The university chose this |

location because of the strong relationships between the West
Coast and Japan,
universities like the University of California, and the
proximity to Silicon Valley, the high-tech and biotech

heartland. At the moment, the new office is providing e- |

learning courses for students in Osaka, study programs to

acquire technical English and other various programs. OPG |

the university's network with partner |

. Jazz Performance by United States Air Force Band of the Pacific-Asia
“Pacific Showcase™

| Finally, it is decided to hold it at the Osaka International Convention Center on April 26,

. 2005. Pacific Showcase is organized by USAF Band of the Pacific-Asia and specializes in

| original “jazz” in American style. You will surely be enchanted by its powerful sound
originated in oldies big band style. Nineteen musicians swing playing Glenn Miller, Count
Basie, Duke Ellington etc. and also solo performance will get you excited to bring you back
to the golden age of swing jazz as well as the recent contemporary jazz. Pacific Showcase
in Yokota Base covers 94 million square miles from US East Coast to West Coast for its
performance area and attends local jazz festivals and amity events held in Asia-Pacific
districts. Thus it is widely supported by many classes

would like to enhance mutual collaboration with the
member of Osaka Family"

to further promote
hand in hand.

"new

Osaka

Osaka University's San Francisco Office
http://www.Osaka-u-sf.org/

Member’s Column

Koji Ebihara
(Takarazuka)

to Tokyo. (3) At the

Lucky Color of This Year
During the last 12 years since I became a member of
JASO, I experienced 3 big happenings. (1) In 1995,
Japan-America high school students' essay contest was
held to celebrate the 50th anniversary of JASO and my
son expressed his opinion in Hawaii as a Japanese winner.
He was encouraged by some famous guests like Makiko
Tanaka etc. (2) At 1997 JASO New Year's Reception, I
drew a round ticket to Guam and enjoyed happy time
with my wife though the typhoon chased us on our return
golf tournament of JASO in June of 1997, I accomplished a

hole-in-one, which is the one and only feat throughout JASO history. Thus JASO
gives me great fortune and to share it with JASO members, I am willing to teach
you lucky color of this year. The best is Gold and the next is Reddish Brown. If

you wear such colo
happening, to come

r always, a fortunate goddess will make you meet lucky
across the one you want to see, reduce big trouble to small

and play golf with good score. However I must say I drew a blank lot at 2005
New Year's Reception though I put the above-mentioned colors on me.

Hatsue Tsujimoto
(Takaishi)
attendants living in Japan. I remember peaceful mood when the former

Ambassador Thomas
ago. Sorry that we

Ambassador Baker but wish JASO members
to welcome next Ambassador J. Thomas

Schieffer when he w
All you JASO me

JASO events bringing young people. I
countries'
understand each other and deepen mutual
friendship by doing so. What do you think?

believe both

& New memb

Corporate Members

The Writer's Soliloquy

Received photographed greeting cards from my nieces
living in Boston. Attended New Year's Reception on
January 21, 2005. Was successful in meeting with over
240 participants. Heart-struck by both countries' anthems.
Encouraged by the events of the theme to explore the
roots of Japan and activities along the introduction of
American culture. Became acquainted with many people.
Very important to deepen mutual understanding between
nations and individuals. Hope to see more American

S. Foley politely answered member's question several years
had no chance to meet
ill come down to Osaka.

mbers, let's attend the

citizens can

and wonderful performance will be soon realized with
| the invitation from JASO, who is also asking Kansai
Jazz Society to join it this time, and you may enjoy a '
. both countries’ play at the same time. Please come!

Cherish the memory of the late
Secretary General Gama

As President Nishimura wrote in the recent News
Letter, I knew Mr.Gama's great passion for the
development of JASO. It is proved through his
energetic activities after taking office as Secretary
General, such as cooperation with Consulate
General of the United States of America, long
pending financial reform intending further
development of JASO, the first publication of
News Letter, the former Minister of Finance Shiokawa's lecture, cultural
work featuring Sakura Color Products Corp. and etc., etc. In light of my
past experience as Secretary General, his great achievement made during
such a short period is very remarkable. After he became the new Secretary
General, I had several chances to enjoy friendly dinner with him. He had
deep knowledge of European affairs as he had been stationed there as a
company representative and his talk about German & Austrian art and
culture was very interesting. Especially when I asked him about his own
romance with his wife married in Germany, he smiled it away saying
"next,,, next,,, next chance,,," with slightly flushed fair-skinned cheeks
like wine. I privately attended the "Sakura's Cray-Pas seminar for adult
people" last November. I met him at his office 5 days before he passed
away, when he looked at my work and talked to me of his future plan
enthusiastically. At that time, he was active as usual but it became the last
time I could communicate with him and I lost the opportunity to hear
about his romance directly. I feel very sad not to see his youthful-looking
face at that time any more. At the end of the paragraph, I wish to bless his
memory and to give my heartfelt condolence to his family. -"Gassho"-

Masahide Shimatani

Soliloquy

Generally, people say the year of Bird is the
time of big change or the year to leap high,
but I was sick in bed from Dec.31 through
Jan. 3, which is literally “Neshogatsu”.
From Jan. 4, I started to work but again was
down on Jan. 7 and could not recover till
Jan. 11. I am not sure but because of this cold, I was reluctant to
work and easy to scamp, which I examined myself. (Actually I am
writing this manuscript at night after the dead line.) Plum blossoms
show signs of approaching spring and then I will try to reform
myself to jump forward to be worthy of the year of the Bird.

ers’

KINDEN CORPORATION

Individual Members

Fuji Thermal Engineering Co.,Ltd. Imai Sinzo Kashiba Kobayashi "Tom"Hiroaki ~ Osaka Okahasi Terukazu ~ Osaka
President Kondo Tour Managing Direrctor Tsutsui Shigeharu Akazawa Hiroko  Suita Kitano Tomio Tondabayasi Okamoto Kikuko Osaka
Managing Direrctor Kondo Yasuyuki Group Manager Matsumoto,Shinichi ~ Fujita Tomohiro  Nishinomiya Nagayama Katsuhiko Ashiya Tabuchi Akira Ashiya
Group Manager Matsumoto,Shinichi OSAKA Branch Business Yamamoto Narikazu ~ Toda Yukinobu  Nishinomiya Oka Toshihiko Osaka

promotion Manager s
Kume Sekkei Co.,Ltd. DAI-DAN Co.,Ltd. Fanily Members L
Osaka Branch Manager Yabusaki Takashi Managing Direrctor Iihoshi Tsugio Shimada Kuniko  Katano Toda Minako Nishinomiya Ueda Yasuyo Ikoma

Osaka Branch Senior Manager

Yamada Shigeya  Sales Manager Kimura Hajime

{Information)

FeMr. Masayuki Yamaguchi
is now serving as Secretary
General succeeding Mr.
Gama. The members” kind
support to Mr.Yamaguchi
will be much appreciated.

YrNotice JASO internet home page is now renewed. The main
improvements are as follows: You can timely look the recent activities and
future schedule. You can down-load the respective picture of recent
activities. You can get membership application form from this home page.

Please click HYPERLINK
http://www.jaso-1946.com and enjoy it.

Notes New Years Reception was very active with many
participants, for which we secretariats, feel happy. We expect
many of you joining future events and please plan to attend
each event beforehand as we will announce its schedule
immediately after it is decided, giving you the opportunity to
submit your impressions of the attended events in the News
Letter to encourage the other members to do likewise. (EM)




