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Merry Chri New Yean!!

Autumn Day Trip to “Koyasan 3

We visited the world heritage "Koyasan" on October 30 this year as the autumn Day Trip. As many as 78 members attended it maybe charmed by recently registered
world heritage and spent a joyful day. The group headed from Nanba station to Koyasan by Nankai express train "Koya-go". After arrival at Koyasan station, we, in
two separate buses, first went to "Kongobuji" headquarter temple. After getting priest Nouie's sermon, we were specially guided to "Okuden" and "Shinshoin" which
are usually closed to the public. Lunch was "Shojin-ryori" cuisine taken at "Muryo-kouin". Then to "Okunoin Gobyo" where the great priest Kobodaishi is enshrined.
Although it was unfortunate rainy day, very solemn feeling was generated in the cedar clump over 1,000 years old forgetting daily noise.

Y Ms.Kouda, Mariko (KANEKA CORPORATION Secretary) The 44th Luncheon S
I think it was not only myself who felt "a little bit rough solemn" different from the awe-struckness at "Isejinguu" shrine
I experienced on the occasion of spring trip. I might understand people's spirit gathering together here nationwide for
attractive broadminded Kobo Daishi's personality accepting whole sect. I am usually g g

not religious but I wilfully believed something good happening by getting an amulet
for "marriage tie" and "Dainichi Nyorai" which is guardian deity for myself. Also I
thought I would make the sermon titled as "3 powers" at Kongobuji temple my future
mental source since it was very understandable. Those are 1.effort, 2.Budda's power
and 3.neighboring power. Lunch was healthy "Shojin-Ryori" cuisine which I enjoyed

The 44th luncheon seminar inviting Ms. Fusae
Ohta , Governor of Osaka, was held at Hilton
Osaka on November 26, Friday, 2004 with as
many as 87 participants. Before the luncheon
started, we prayed silently for the late Secretary
General Gama, and then, enjoyed French cuisine
which Hlton Osaka chefs did their utmost.
Followed with the Governor ascended the podium
and addressed us very plain and familiar talk titled
#Mr.Kazushi Murakami  (Osaka) "Revival of Osaka ~ with her overseas experience

rainy day. I am looking forward to Kyoto trip on April 9 (Sat.) next year.

1 could enjoy a good opportunity to join the Osaka Japan America society's one day trip to Koya Mountain in October 30, | including America” ending that she spoke only

2004. T was very interested in one priest's speech in the Kongobuji Temple which is positioned a top temple of Singon | less than half of the prepared contents. Thus the
Section. He was teaching us with his sense of humor Kobo Daishi's religious doctrines which is seemed to me very | originally planned time was over but she kindly
understandable. Change the subject 1 had read a book "Collapse of Financial system, which completely held Japanese | allowed special extra time for guestion-and-
financial market". Kensaku Munenaga who wrote such a book is an excellent bureaucrat of Finance Ministry after | answer and as the final words, she gave us her
graduating from Tokyo university's law faculty, who is walking on the road of finance field (he is saying his career was not | enthusiastic appeal " to take decisive measure with
top level one in Finance Ministry). In his "Collapse of Financial system" he is explaining the difference between direct | g pelief and tenacity”, which, means "Osaka
financing and indirect financing, saying although he can as well understand the facts of financial world through several years Shotiibecone s, fCanbarana Al

experiences in finance departments as young boys in front of temple, he recommends us ‘ ; - T

to try by ourselves text books written by famous professors of economy if we want to
know the true meanings. I feel that they have too much knowledge and information in
society. They would easily arrive at the level of non professionals in front of temple if
they approach for example to some programs of graduates school. But for going to
professional level we must walk on very hard and severe roads every every day. It is not |\
so good and light work. n the last I hope that Japan-America Society of Osaka is giving =
us good chance to observe Japanese tradition and to reflect present conditions.

-

New Year's Receptlon (Rihga Royal Hotel)

This is annual New Year's party held in conjunction |
with Japan-"America Society of Osaka, Osaka-San
Francisco Sister City" Association and Osaka
Chicago Association. Please come and join it as
you can enjoy drawing lot with big premiums and
cheerful attraction which is planned by piano and
tenor sax in jazzy atomoshere this time.

Jazz Session (Osaka Intematlonal Convention Center)
Big Band by the United States Air Force of the Pacific-Asia

/
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Kansai American Center Reference Service

The Reference Service can provide you with information about American politics,

e CCONOMICS, society, U.S.-Japan relations, and so on. Information can be obtained through the |

use of specialized, state-of-the-art materials such as books, periodicals, CD-ROMs, microfilm and ij |
microfiche. Quick reference service can be provided by phone, fax or mail; however, more detailed |
inquiries should be made in person at the Kansai American Center Reference Service. At the Reference ‘
Service, information specialists are available to help you.
YrCollection KAC has the latest information such as Reference books,Periodicals, Congressional publications,
| Videotapes, Current Reports by Federal Government, CD-ROMS, and Electronic Journals, and so on.
YPerusal & Audition Almost of Reference Materials Available are open access. So, you can make use
of them without restraint inside the KAC. No rental service available.
There is a charge for copy of reference material and the result of information |

| Chicago Mayor Visits Osaka

Mayor Richard M. Daley from Chicago, one of Osaka's sister cities,
arrived in Osaka in October, Although his arrival was delayed by one day
due to Typhoon 23, he handled his tight schedule with energy and
enthusiasm. One of the highlights of his visit was the opening of the
Chicago Gallery, with full-scale ceramic tile reproductions of 60 paintings
| from the Art Institute of Chicago displayed on the walls of Namba Walk.
During his five terms (15 years in office), Mayor Daley has demonstrated
strong leadership in the regeneration of Chicago, by increasing public
safety through the cooperation of the police force and citizens, raising the
level of standard in schools, and promoting social welfare. He is one of
. the most highly regarded mayors in the US. Last year, Osaka and Chicago

|
;
|
-
|

& New members®

Receptionist on duty. You will not be permitted to bring electronic devices (i.e.,
| radios, cameras, electronic dictionaries, etc.), food and drink.

Address : Consulate General of the United States of America, |
Osaka-Kobe 2-11-5 Nishitenma, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-8543 |
Tel : 06-6315-5970 Hours : Monday-Friday 13:00-17:00

Member’s Column

HP : http://osaka.usconsulate.gov

Sayonara, And Farewell

Laurie and I will leave Japan on December 18, 2004,

exactly 15-1/2 years after my arrival. Our new home
will be in Sonoma, the heart of California's wine
country. That is nearly one-quarter of our lives, and the
longest time that either of us have lived in the same
place at any time during our lives. Few things, I think,
will bring a couple closer than being "different"
together at the same time and place. Thank you, Japan,
for helping to make a wonderful marriage even better.
As is perhaps true of many who are not native to their
host country, we have explored more of Japan than we have of California, our home state, or of
America itself. Among the adventures we experienced here perhaps the most memorable was
our pilgrimage among the 33 temples of the Kansai. We needed about two years to complete
that journey, but "yatta!" A "kakejiku" hangs in our little tokonoma and always brings fond
memories. We have already decided where it will be displayed in our new home in Sonoma.
Japan is absolutely the most foreigner-friendly country in the world. Nowhere else do the
qualities of courtesy, honesty and diligence so permeate society - but then Japan is probably the
last national community on earth. Our fondest recollections will therefore be of our Japanese
friends, many of whom we met through the Japan-America Society of Osaka. During the 11
years I have been privileged to serve as a JASO director I have always tried to give back at
least some of the many good things Laurie and I have experienced while working in this
vibrant city of Naniwa. The Midosuji parade, Tenjin Matsuri, o-hanami at Osaka-jo Koen,
udon suki, okonomiyaki, and the JASO Shin-en Kai are treasures of which we will speak often.
Maido O-ki-ni! Sayonara, and thank you all for contributing so much to our lives in Japan.

TS P e

Mr.Thomas A Flippen 11
(Nishinomiya)

Activities of JAS Hawaii

Aloha! Congratulations on your new newsletter. We were
very happy to have Dr. Motoko Tsuzuku and her mother visit
us. Your member are always welcome, Our Society held its
Annual Dinner in August with Ambassador Ryozo Kato as the
keynote speaker with Senator Daniel Inoue introducing the
v ambassador. At the Annual Dinner we had the four high
school team winners of our Japan. Wizards Academic Team
Competition tell about their trip to Japan. We also sent eight
students to participate in the Asian Pacific Children's
Convention in Fukuoka. We are now establishing sister school
Society of Hawaii relationships between junior high schools in Japan and Hawaii.
President) Earlier, we had the 6th generation descendant of Commodore
Perry and the 6th generation descendants of Gohachiro Namura, one of Ihe interpreters for
Perry, at a seminar covering the 150 years of U.S.-Japan
relations. We also conducted a Korea Trilogy Program to
examine how recent changes on the Korean Peninsula are |
affecting the United States-Japan relationship. Our Best
Wishes to all of you for a Happy Holiday Season and a

New Year filled with good health, prosperity and suceess.

Mr.Earl K. Okawa
(Japan-America

YrReference Service At the Reference Service, information specialists guide not only how to use the
KACRS and look for the reference materials but also answer as to various inquiries about America.

YrPlease Read This When You Visit KAC Upon arrival at the Consulate, you are asked to show your
personal or official photo identification (i.e., driver license, student 1D, passport, alien card, etc.) to the
laptops, cell phones,

celebrated the 30th anniversary of their sister city ties. With dlrect ﬂlghti
| operating since this year, we hope the I
future brings even greater opportunities
for exchange between the two cities. The '8
Osaka - Chicago Association is always
. looking for new members. Please feel
| free to join.

. Contact: Osaka Sister City Network
TEL: 06-6772-9670 FAX: 06-6772-9790
| http://www.sisterc.net/Chicago/

USA in my Heart

Immediately after the war, I sent a letter to Ramon P. Coffman,
who is the author of SEKAI JINRUISHI MONOGATARI
(Kamichika Ichiko translated it into Japanese language). I have
read his book in Japanese repeatedly, it is a readable, nice book,
the author noted -If some Japanese readers were to send me a
letter, I would be very happy. His address was included in the
book. When the war ended, I was a lieutenant in the Army,
after returning home, I wrote a letter to him and let him know
the book was nice, and I learned so much about history of
human beings, thanks. Later, I got some letters from the USA,
one of them said I heard you wish to get a pen pal, I am a
university student, living in Minneapolis. I am sending you a
letter in Japanese. His name is Dick Thorsen. It was in 1946. Mr, Coffman sent the letter
to some newspapers, and perhaps wrote in it [ would like some pen pals. Later some letters
from the USA came. And a letter came even from England, it said a friend from the USA
taught me your address. As the correspondence with Dick opened, my English was weak,
but I tried to send him many letters. During the Korean War, one evening, a taxi stopped in
front of my house, and someone tapped on my house door, I was surprised by this
unexpected visitor. I saw Dick, who was a lieutenant. Dick had leave and came to Kyoto
from the war front, he had been staying at the MIYAKO Hotel. That night he stayed in my
home, of course we both were single, he was surprised at my small house, anyway we
talked with each other so much, but my ear could not catch most of his speech. Sometime I
tried to write. After that we spent about 4-5 days going around Kyoto and Nara. Those
were nice days though many words passed over my head. I studied psychology and I have
lived as a psychology researcher till today. Even today, both our families are well and Dick
and I are still working, and exchanging E-mail. Now I can recall many things about Dick
and his families. He has come to my home and I have visited his home more than once. I
have met many famous psychologists through my life of research, and many times through
correspondence, but many of them have passed away. Many of them were older than me. 1
remember many things about bygone days and years, when Dick appears. I feel that Dick
is the USA in my mind from immediately after the war till today.

Mr.Naohiko Fukada,Ph.D
(Osaka University of Arts
President)

Soliloquy

Secretary General Gama had a strong wish to include Mt.Koya in
one of the possible autumn day trip sites since it matches this
year's theme ,"to explore the roots of Japan" . He had this original
idea even before it was registered as the world heritage and
completed his own plan together with a travel agency. He joyfully
led the participants there though it was rainy and on his way back
home on the train, he chatted with his staffs much relieved, which I clearly recollect as if it
happened only few days ago. It was totally out of my expectation that such an enthusiastic
man, as passed away so suddenly. It seems that he visited his family temple on Mt. Koya and
made a report of this trip to his ancestor. I cannot erase the usual scene of his entering the room
saying "Good Morning, boss!" even now. We, the staff, will make our best effort till next July
in pursuant of Secretary General Gama's passionate will for JASO. -"Gassho" to pray.

Inter Group Corporation
President
Executive Director Maeda Masahisa

Corporate Members

Iwatani Industrial Gases Corp.

Kotani Taizo Representative Director  Yamasaki Takenori President

{Information)

Payment of the 2004 Annual Dues
The invoice for the above due has been sent at the

Now, new JASO labels readily
available.Please contact

Asanuma Corporation
Asanuma Kenichi
Asanuma Takako
Hosokawa Masayuki
Nagai Hideo
Shimizu Kenji

Obituary Notice
Secretary General
Nobuyuki Gama
suddenly passed
away on the morning

Individual

Tkeda Yone Osaka
Wada Kazuko Suita
Hashimoto Haruo Suita

of November 11.
Please accept our
deep appreciation for
the given kindness
for his lifetime.

beginning of August and almost all members already
settled the bills. If you have not yer done, we would
appreciate it, if you would do settle as soon as possible.
Annual dues for
The corporate member : 20,000 yen per one share
The individual member: 3,000 yen

The family member : 1,000 yen

Notes 7450 members' message is most essential for our News Letter. Do not hesitate to

JASO office n : s i o e .

forits contribute even if you are afraid of English writing as our staffs are willing to help its
translation.

purchase.

Mr.Nobuyuki Gama's sudden death is our great shock. As JASO Secretary General, he was
trying to plan new events with new ideas and, among all, wishing JASO's development. We
will make our best effort to finish up the rest term in pursuant of his will, and your kind
cooperation will be much appreciated. (EM)

Price: ¥500 each




