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To the First Issue of News Letter

Teiichi Nishimura,
President of JASO

insufficient information made available to the members about the past activities.

1 highly feel grateful for your co-operation extended to JASO. Keeping in mind the aims for promoting friendly
relations, mutual understanding and cultural interchange between the people of both countries, we organized various
events, especially "to explore the roots of Japan". To enhance our activities, however, we are confronted with having
to solve such problems as, the limited members of Americans in the Society, less participation of young people and
To solve these problems, the
Annual General Meeting decided to publish a News Letter, in order to generate increased participation towards note
worthy events. And to open and broaden more active interchange of members. In addition to "explore the roots of
Japan" events, I also wish to introduce American culture through the events of JAZZ session in the fiscal year of

2004. To bring these successful events, the News Letter will fulfill one of the important roles. For making the News

Letter interesting and substantial, I need your support with your contribution. Thank you for your further co-operation

to the Society.

2004 Annual Directors’ Meeting/General Meeting/Reception

On July 23, JASO opened Annual Directors” Meeting at Rihga Royal
Hotel. Mr. Nishimura, President of JASO was elected as the chairman
of the meeting. After the discussion, Directors’ Meeting approved to
submit the agenda of election of directors and officers and
Publication of JASO News Letter and revision of Article 19. After
Directors” Meeting, Annual General Meeting approved all the
agendas including election of Directors and Officers as well as the
publication of JASO News Letter and revision of Article 19, Followed
with the Reception, commencing with the playing of our two national
anthems by Mr. Mamoru Adachi on his Alt-Saxophone, subsequented
with a welcome speech by the Society President Mr. Nishimura. Mr.
Alexander Almasov, Consul General of the United States of America
spoke about the relation between Japan and America, followed with
the toast by Mr. Masayuki Igoshi, Deputy Mayor of Osaka City.
Everyone enjoyed the buffet prepared by Rihga Royal Hotel, with

President
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Jazz in Kobe (KOBE CLUB)
Speech Mr. Masahiro Tsuchihashi
Performers Mr. Zensho Otsuka, Mr. Naosuke Miyamoto, Mr. Itaru Sawasaki,
Vocal Ms. Emiko Mizoguchi

Autumn Day Trip to Koyasan
The World Heritage “KOYASAN”
By Nakai Super Express “KOYA”

i/

Luncheon Seminar By Ms.Fusae Ohta,

Governor of Osaka Pref cture Hilton Hotel)

New Year's Rcceptigg {Rhiga Royal Hotel)

Noh-gaku Workshop (Osaka)

Spring Day Trip to Kyoto

Jazz Session V('-Osaka)
Big Band by the United States Air Force of the Pacific-Asia /
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It is an honor for me to address you in the
first issue of the JASO News Letter and, on
behalf of all of us at the Consulate General of
the United States Osaka-Kobe, to thank the
Japan-America Society of Osaka for your
constant support of the activities of the Consulate General.
This year marks the 150th anniversary of the
establishment of relations between the United States and
Japan, and I am glad to say that relations between our two
countries have never been better. President Bush and
Ambassador Baker have remarked in this anniversary year
on the importance of the U.S.-Japan relationship for the
entire world, and I also want to continue working to the
extent of my abilities to develop the ties -- economic,
cultural, educational, social -- between Kansai and the

Alexander Almasov
Consul General
of the United States

of America

5

High School Students from San Francisco X

Every year, Osaka hosts two

high school students from its
sister city, San Francisco.This
year, Sandy Lay and Gabriel
Dominguez, winners of the
essay contest organized by the
San Francisco — Osaka Sister
City Association, arrived in Osaka on July 19.
families, they went to the Tenjin Festival and the Bunraku Theater, and
interacted with members of the Osaka — San Francisco Sister City Association.
The heat of the summer did not affect their curiosity and enthusiasm to make
the best of the Osaka experience. Osaka and San Francisco will celebrate the

While staying with local

United States.

My thanks to all of you at the Japan-America Society of
Osaka for all your many contributions to good relations
between our two countries at the grassroots level, and I
wish you many more years of successful activity on behalf
of the people of Japan and the United States.

Osaka-Kobe

Member’s
Column

Bagels
Bagels were brought to New York through Canada by
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Europe, and quickly
spread throughout the United States in the early
1900's. The bagel-making recipe was passed from one
generation to the next within a family, and it is said
that “bagel-making is in the family bloodline.” Today,
bagels are one of the most popular items at New York
style delicatessens. Bagels were first introduced in
Japan in 1993 by Hokushin who
used a traditional bagel making
method to create chewy bagels
with a high-density texture. Forbes
magazine wrote that Mr. Kitamura, Hokushin President,
believes that no one makes a bagel like a New Yorker and
that will keep Bagel K in demand. Currently, Hokushin
has more than 1 million customers who purchase bagels
from Bagel K shops throughout Japan contributing to the
introduction of New York's food culture to the Japanese.
(For further information : Tel 06-6356-0351)

HOKUSHIN
CORPORATION
President kenji Kitamura

Culture Shock in US
"McDonalds" I cannot recall my memories as an
exchange student in Seattle without this word.My
very first day had begun excitingly with lunch at
McDonalds. I was an unsophisticated high school
student with poor English knowledge, so it's
quite challenging to order something at American
McDonalds, specially in English! Standing in the
line,I could not stop my heart beating rapidly.
"Ummmm, they will understand Hamburger!" 1

T.E:i{:rizeﬁgl ordered bravely. But unfortunately the staff did
Secrcta:ry not understand my unique sound English.

Eventually he brought me a plastic sheet with
food pictures so that I succeeded to order my
first Hamburger. [ was quite satisfied but soon realized he's been asking
me something still. I wondered "In Japan, they usually ask us "Potato
mo goisshoni ikagadesuka? This must be it!" and answered "Po, Potato,
please" Just in front of me, he roared with laughter. In the US, people
call potatos of McDonalds, "French Fries". When [ had a word "Potato",
he must have visualized a whole chunk of potate.He was kind enough to
add, "We don't have potates. Not Idaho State."l was flushed with
embarrassment. By the way, a documentary movie, called "Supersize
me" is getting people's attention in the US, recently.In the film. the
director has eaten food only from McDonalds, for a month. I don't know
the ending, however, it seems that sudden weight gain, symptoms of
hypertension, depression, diabetes etc. have appeared on him within 20
days. Wow... what a power! Everybody, be careful.

Hiromi Hashimoto

Announcement to the JASO Members:

| 50th anniversary of their sister city

ties in 2007. Join the Osaka — San
| Francisco Sister City Association
and take part in this historic
relationship!

Those interested should contact:

Osaka Sister City Network

TEL: 06-6772 9670 FAX:06 6772 9790
http://www.sisterc.net/SanFrancisco/

Overseas Sumo Tour (Naked Ambassadors)

The Japan Sumo Association has been very
active this year with two overseas sumo tours,
to Korea in February and to China in June. It
was the second time for China, the last time
was 31 years ago, in 1973.Such tours play an
important role in introducing Japanese culture
abroad and deepening international
understanding, so the rikishi of the Japan
Sumo Association are sometimes called “naked

W v
Katrina Watts ambassadors”. Touring ,abroad, they attract
attention for their size, and for their great
dignity, for their strength and their skill. After watching sumo,
people want to know more about sumo’s origins and traditions,
and learn more about Japan. At the same time, Japanese people
seeing the rikishi at the Great Wall of China and visiting various
interested

historical and cultural sites, become more in this
ancient civilization. Watching the
reactions of the Chinese crowd at
the sumo matches gives an °
insight into Chinese character,
Interest in countries visited rises
while reading or watching reports
of the sumo tour. In this way,
sumo opens the window to mutual
understanding.

Soliloquy

On the occasion of my last business trip to San
Francisco, I visited Sonoma to prepare the
American cheese for the JASO reception on
July 23. Sonoma is about one hour trip by car
from downtown. The location is northwest from
Napa in California. I was surprised by so many
different kinds of seasoned cheese available, the likes of garlic, chili, potato,
pepper, etc. Finally I succeeded in selecting 12 varieties. At the Tasting
Corner, [ sampled the “Flat Bread” which tasted like Gomashio (blend of salt
and sesame seeds), which fit well together with the cheese. Fantastic! That’s
the American taste! I purchased the “Flat Bread” for serving at our
reception. Did you try it? How did you like it? After Sonoma, 1 proceeded
Napa Valley to purchase some different wines. I really enjoyed the wines at
the Tasting Corner. After enough tasting, however, I was asked to pay a tip!
Why? To my surprise, it was more expensive than what I had paid for a
bottle. I realized the big difference of the culture and business in America.

@®New

1. Early August, JASO Office delivered the document
of resolution to all the members, together with
Membership Dues for the year of 2004. Please read
it carefully.

_e_r_nbers‘

(5]

Individual MERDECEN Family Menibiles

4 TABUCHI CORP Nankai Travel Kishimoto Building Kaila Horiguchi  (Toyonaka)  Horiguchi Takao (Toyonaka)
2. ﬁilm.c be informed that 2004 Annual General President Tabuchi Hiromasa International Co.,Inc. Incorporated Company Nakagawa Yuzo (Kobe) Katoh Yoriko ~ (Osaka)
fo]lﬁ-:;l\{;% ?gfﬁ:sﬁ&ﬁgﬁéﬁgﬂ?ﬂrﬂug% yen D%rcclor Hash_imow Hiromi President Take_dzl Nobuc_) Ch'{ef_Executive (?fﬁcer Mliﬁhlim'{ Kﬂyﬂ_ . EKyul‘unuhe)
per one share to 20,000 yen. And for the individual Director  Sakai Kazuo Manager Kamide Yoshitsugu  Kishimoto Kosei Kamachi Fumiko (Sakai)
member frqm 2,000 yen'to 3,000 yen, butno change  Director  Ueshima Jiro SARAYA Co., LTD Murakami Shoji  (Kyoto)
for the family member, which is 1,000 yen. Director ~ Masuno Shigehiro  President Saraya Yusuke Ishikawa Zenichi (Kyoto)
~

Contribution rules

Contribution rules on the JASO News Letter

The following are the contribution rules to the JASO News Letter.

. We would appreciate it, if you would write your manuscript both in English and Japanese.

. The contributed manuscript will not be returned to you. However, we will return the photographs and
illustrations if you wish.

. Please understand that the JASO Office will judge the selection of the manuscripts among those submitted
and also for editing.

4. The manuscript distributed will be in accordance with the aims of the Society, i.e., social, cultural, artistic
and international events.

. Contributors will be awarded gifts, picked by lottery.

[

w

w

Notes from JASO News Letter Office

2004 Annual General Meeting decided to issue JASO News Letter at the end of each even-
numbered months. Qur past experience showed us that the events have not been prepared in the
manner like everyone is satisfied with the timing, expenses and locations. We, however,
welcome your participation to the News Letters, which will be informative for everyone’s
expectation. The Member’s Column is for such purpose. We are gladly visiting you for
interview, if necessary. We will do our utmost effort of editing worthy news letters. Appreciate
your co-operation of sending us your opinions, questions, advises, etc. to improve and upgrade
the News Letter to the JASO Office. Thank you. (JASO News Letter Office)




