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President
Masashi Kuroda
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——IJb-FH Neal Murata
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EEESE Executive Director
28 &k B #  Katsuya Fukunaga
E T T

fh 5T a8 Sho Nakamoto
L#E Az Noriyuki Hirose (New)

~—

I3 5348 3 o > Hoh it 2 Dk

AABE TBBE
M | 0 W 2t s B R

|35 0 T R ol | RESE Y

August 31, 2023

News Letter

KB BK1% % Japan-America Society of Osaka

T532-8567 ABRTE) IXRBEFEMT B10865 HARA FRVR—IVT 4 VT AR
C/0 ICHINEN HOLDINGS CO., LTD. 4-10-6, Nishinakajima, Yodogawa-ku, Osaka 532-8567, Japan
Tel: 06-6309-9619 Fax: 06-6734-7004

http://www.jaso-1946.com Email: jaso@ichinen.co.jp

Masashi Kurod
Inaugural message from President

the incoming president Japan-America Society of Osaka
[ am pleased to announce that I have been appointed as the President of
Japan-America Society of Osaka, succeeding former President Yoshikawa. It is a
great honor for me to assume the management of this time-honored association, and
I'am humbled by the responsibility of being entrusted with such an important role.
The association was established in 1946 with the purpose of “promoting friendship
and mutual understanding between the peoples of the US. and Japan and contribut-
ing to cultural exchange,” and we recognize that over the past 77 years, a wide range
of activities to achieve this objective have greatly contributed to building a closer
relationship between the two countries.
The international situation surrounding Japan is undergoing rapid changes that
require close attention, as an increasing number of countries around the world are
lifting restrictions on COVID-19, and making progresses toward normalization and
living with the virus. It goes without saying that it is necessary to have cooperative
relations with many other countries, not to mention our neighboring ones, and that
nothing will be more significant than maintaining a solid relationship with our most
important partner, the United States.
By learning more about the culture, history, and national characters of both
countries through close interactions, we are committed to further strengthening and
deepening the partnership between the U.S and Japan, with an aim to build bridges
of friendship between the two countries. As Secretariat, we will do our best to meet
your expectations, and would appreciate your continued support and cooperation.

Directors

Katsuhisa Fzaki X # [l BB Takeo Obayashi
Takehiro Honjo o #  Susumu Okinaka
Yoshio Hosokawa + X E  Genshitsu Sen
Noriyuki Inoue THIFF &4 Toshiya Shimobeppu
Shuichi Kageyama fr & # — Toichi Takenaka
Shuji Kanoh Ryosuke Tamakoshi
Masatoshi Kimata Hideo Tashima
Tomio Kitano Junzo Tateno
Kazusue Konoike Kiyoshi Tatsuuma
Akihiro Kuroda Shingo Torii
Masayuki Matsushita Hidetaka Yoshikawa
Teiichi Nishimura Kazuyoshi Zenitaka
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On Thursday, November 17, 2022, we held a Thanksgiving party at the Westin
Hotel Osaka, co-hosted by the Japan-America Society of Osaka and the American
Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ). This year, we welcomed Mr. Richard May,
Consul General of the United States of America, and Mr. Tsutomu Himeno, Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan, from the Consulate-General of Japan
in Osaka and Kobe. A total of 139 people, including JASO-ACCJ members, participated.
Following the speeches by JASO Chairman Yoshikawa and Vice ACCJ Kawakami, Mr.
Tsutomu Himeno, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan, on behalf
of the guests of honor, and Mr. Richard May's turkey cutting ceremony were held, and
the party started in a relaxed manner.This year's surprise included a mini concert by
the Osaka City Music Orchestra, and the venue was enveloped in a wonderful tone
played by the woodwind trio. The participants spent a pleasant time while enjoying
the superb thanks festival cooking by the sheffs of Westin Hotel Osaka.

& hillE234 / Pacific Showcase

2023%5A148 May 14,2023

On Sunday, May 14, 2023, the US. Air Force Pacific Band
"Pacific Showcase" and the Ground Self-Defense Force Middle
Army "Middle Army Band" held a concert at Josho Hall, Umeda
Campus of Osaka Institute of Technology.

Following on from last year's musical event, this year too, I was
able to hold this event thanks to the great courtesy of the U.S.
Air Force Pacific Band, with the efforts of the U.S. Consulate
General.

After singing the national anthems of the two countries, the
performance by the U.S. Air Force Pacific Band "Pacific Show-
case" began following the address by Chairman Yoshikawa
JASO.

"Pacific Showcase" is a big band formed by members of the U.S.
Air Force Pacific Band, and some members came from the U.S.
just for this concert.

The venue was very excited with the vocal number "Pure Imag-
ination" and "Just Friends," and there was also an alto sax and
guitar solo performance at "Merry Christmas on the battle-
field," so I listened to it in a relaxed manner.

In Angkor, a joint session by the U.S. Air Force Pacific Band and
the Ground Self-Defense Force Middle Army was concluded
with "Kimigayokoshinkyoku" and the "National Symbol."
Participants enjoyed a variety of styles of songs to their heart's
content, and the time for a wonderful performance passed
quickly.

The event was a great success with 428 participants, including
JASO members.
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ton Cup Horse Race 2023

2023548158 April 15,2023

On Saturday, April 15, we held an annual event of the
Osaka-Japan-U.S. Society and the Arlington Cup at the guest
room of the Hanshin Racecourse in JRA with a total of 40
people.

The weather was unfortunate on the day, but it was fine on the
way and the green on the lawn was very vivid out from the
guest room.

After the opening of the meeting at 13:00 p.m., Mr. Ogihara,
head of JRA, gave a lecture from JRA staff, anticipated the
various races up to the Arlington Cup while watching newspa-
pers and monitors, and visited the paddock.

This year's Arlington Cup was won by Oobambul-Mai in a
combi with Taketoyo.

At the social gathering after the race, we had a great time by
showing our achievements at each table.
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2023 Annual General Meeting and Reception
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The Board of Directors Meeting and General Assembly for FY2023 was held on

Friday, July 28, 2023, at the RIHGA Royal Hotel Osaka. Following the report on
events and the settlement of accounts for fiscal year 2022, the election of
directors and officers took place.
At the reception held after the general meeting, President Yoshikawa delivered
a speech, which was followed by a reception for the guests of honor,including a
government representative and a special guest. Mr. Himeno, Representative of
the Government of Japan, delivered a speech on behalf of the guests. The
reception started with a toast by Mr. James Hathaway, Consul for Political and
Economic Affairs of the U.S. Consulate General in Osaka-Kobe.

We will be sending the resolution of the General Meeting to all members shortly.
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On Friday, January 20, 2023, we held our annual New Year's party at Rihga Royal
Hotel "Sanraku-no-ma". It was held for the first time in three years, and among the
approximately 104 participants, some ladies in kimono appeared, making it a
gorgeous New Year's party.

JASO President Mr. Yoshikawa and General Affairs Director Mr. Anthony Reed of
the U.S. Consulate in Osaka-Kobe gave greetings, followed by a toast with Japanese
sake from Representative of the Government and Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary Mr. Tsutomu Himeno on behalf of the guests.

After the toast, people enjoyed chatting while enjoying food, and circles were seen
here and there in the venue. Also, in the latter half of the party, a lottery was held
to win the gorgeous prizes that everyone was looking forward to every time, and
it was very exciting.

20234 PN —T +— TR 727207858k List of Donators for 2023 New Year's Party
BiRADEN GTEREITORVEEGEEREL EIFE T,  We graciously appreciate the generous support we have received.

HSrHRR =xBEHASH RYHTIIOVHRR TRERE R A BREHYHFIL S AR—IVFAHR
SARAYA CO., LTD. SANPO ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL HOSOKAWA MICRON CORPORATION INABATA & CO., LTD. SAKURA COLOR PRODUCTS HOLDINGS CORPORATION
TSR R ENGINEERINGICORBORATION HRRAHAIHA BUM—R— VTR R A ANABEALHR A

EZAKI GLICO CO,, LTD. a7k R4 OBAYASHI CORPORATION SUNTORY HOLDINGS LIMITED ANA AKINDO Co., LTD.

BRI =AY kokuyo co,, LD. BREMAF R F—IVTAVIA vy ARHRAH A HRE

UNION CORPORATION BHRARHELTRRERSR ICHINEN HOLDINGS CO., LTD. TOYO NUT CO., LTD. SEKISEI CO., LTD.

TEAIR - R KE AR FUJIYA SEIKA CO,, LTD. INFY v R—IVFr AR A RS ANSNIVEY MER SR

US Consulate General, Osaka-Kobe TIVARZER Panasonic Holdings Corporation THE SANKEI SHIMBUN TAKARA BELMONT CORPORATION
SAEVTEBRSH DECTAAIREINESING PERES IV —Th— IV AR AR HETEHRAH

DAIKIN INDUSTRIES, LTD. PETEGKASH ASAHI BROADCASTING GROUP HOLDINGS ORPORATION SHIRAISHI KOGYO KAISHA, LTD. KIERE

HRRHMBS X777 K — 1T VTR DS E, SREAKIREFAS HRRHOAPILAT IV —

MBS MEDIA HOLDINGS, INC. REAREEHART OSAKA GAKUIN UNIVERSITY THE ROYAL HOTEL, LIMITED DEghal

HRAHAL TATSUUMA-HONKE BREWING CO., LTD. Lyo—#tat BFETL CiE et

DAIKO ADVERTISING INC. HASHEVSZ RENGO CO., LTD. KANSAI TELEVISION CO.LTD.

HR AT RIS J: MORITACORRORATION HRARF VI rva—KL—Ta> BREUIREY

TAKENAKA CORPORATION HARUFERTIV (VTRTAVRTIVAR) DUSKIN CO., LTD.

IMPERIAL HOTEL, OSAKA TAILWIN CORPORATION (THE WESTIN OSAKA)




(B soEMhoryt—]

KBRHKIGEDO KN, F LT ADEEE, AR N

EDEELBULHI W TEBIETHRADOERKICEIN
FLTREFTEITHBOC L LBHCHL LT ET, AN
WD THAZHNT=DOE 424D T LIz, ZDH%DIE
&, FRZ B T s 2 g A X TE VD E L
IR, OB, BERI - wl KRR G L LD 2 /4R %
ez, COMEMTRNEC TE MR B A
Lz EnEd,
FRTFI98 RIS, S HD [JETT 7 T 1 GEAIRES %
179 9 E AR EE) | DR TH B SHREHEEET =
O—7nr oL O—BEUTHIBRICREENC b
HREDE LR, YUIfHE, —DOIIIFEF-ALPIBENE
FATUED, BHETRIET 07 S L0 R, fHERA
D EATFAE DI EAD, R Z ZHTZHADD 51D 5
BCCEIBLTCOET,

AR SR = 0 RJETT 0S5 L, FKMC R
KREMSEREMIEE (o695 OO —~PICBE FRAD, TH-Til
DFv—RAA RLANVOSSHTE, FERBROLOLDETAHL VRS

EDTT, ZOMUE KRR B ZIETH . HARESD
KENCHUSZ E L R 2 OF B T ENTOET, ANLEIT RS oD T IE, SHBE
O PEFRFE R L LTSN SO P20 R OB TR BRICE A DIE D £ T, ik
ZYGEBIITIE L, T AV AR ETERMALREDO LK C TV E LT, VEMOIEHN
Kb auiicid, HRBEOBIRELE LT SRIEDIADVYG TR LIV -SICEDE L, 7
LTHREIC o Te & &, I E YOI HATE 72D TF, dint, B, Atz &
i, Z LTI &, b8 TAEE HARITEME L, HARTOERE, (LH, FUERERLE L,
KBRICKR S & DT UTLOR, P, BOR, =i, B8 2l 2 LTRIC AR —Y o it
T, HRBIGRZHZ E5ICRLTINT0B L ADAMS LLALIINAVWE L, AV ey
TDAr—bR—=RRR ) —R—RH CHADE ENAZIENZDE T L&, OAZIRE
FTHZDOTEETEN, TAVALHNZRF > TV BEWVI HRICHED ZECTVELT,
BHE, AV 7 ANV THRaa T RN TRL—=2F %L, 7AVANREZOE & THili %
HENTEDTY, TAVHANA—FFBORN, F—LATAHDOT AV INE DS DN
EOANDIRMN B > Tz UL TZETUTz, WEAEE, —ADT AU H NDFETEFl DY AT BR 2
BATHSIS0MFEICH I ET, il @RIMUTE AT vy — ) —F CHBLIZHANSAF =T D
A EIERIE A& Macti R EA DA NE LTz, A EETEA1963FEICHANGIDA Y v —
V= A=l T BRI S TR ZRET 2RO L 5K TFETFNE
EHHO LS Iz BT TVES,
TNHTOOBETRYHAE CURARUREVRAT =<, BHEARKO—~ANCEOD, ¥]
DHTHEI RO T, ThZNERZHEIT TEOoNE T, 522 fIETN3H505%
07T BB O Z K DIE . Z LTI OREZI DRI LTINTVES, 2hIzh
H45it XD DH B il H RO R T,
METBICHT20 . KRB O K5 I OO BT T, FRORI MG EB L
WO ER CEREEEZESTSITENTEET,
FAE, 4 04ELL Bigbc b, BAYINZRVIZ EDOREITIE B HOR TR, ZLDOEES LV, Bh
SNEVARICHEZSTEE L, 20 -AB A, BUFRE Thh, i ANchih., ik
HRTHN, HEEHHAELT, FRKMOEEE, A& ANEDDIRMDDICHROENZfINTOEL
Too BhlE. FK HBIBGRA SR EREL, REGERE LF T ZMELTVET, 2
N, BB TR0 DTN EMCYRDOT L THY, KZEDEAIITHERT S
MTELMERDIED D ZFF>TOVE T,
RO KL T ARIEH U T, )T D BIMEE NS 2025 ICIEHUKIZ N, ket
BVTBHTEEBELAMLTEBLET,

GRECH 5T

[A-farewellmessage fromConsul-General]

Richard Mei, Jr,, Consul General
U.S. Consul General, Osaka-Kobe

Greetings, to friends and members of the Osaka Japan-America Society. As summer
approaches, I hope that you are all in good health and spirits. It was a summer 42 years ago
when I first came to Japan, and after living and working in Japan off and on for 19 years, I'd
like to share my reflections with you as my three-year assignment as Consul General in
Osaka-Kobe comes to an end.

It all began in Tokushima as a Monbusho English Language Fellow, the precursor to today’s
Japan Exchange and Teaching, i.e. JET Program. Back in 1981, we were roughly one Fellow
per prefecture whereas under JET, there are thousands who come every year from dozens of
countries, assigned to the smallest, most remote parts of this country.

MEF and JET are just two examples of the countless grassroot exchanges that exist between
the United States and Japan that are the very heart and soul of the US-Japan relationship.
Included in that are the activities of organizations like yours, the Japan-America Society of
Osaka as well as the other Japan-America societies across this country and in the United
States. My start to becoming a diplomat can be traced to my time as an MEF, when in junior
and senior high school classrooms throughout Tokushima, I not only taught English, I was an
unofficial diplomat and representative of my country. By the end of that one year, I wanted to
continue to be a bridge between Japan and the U.S. but in an official capacity, and by luck and
timing, my first assignment upon becoming a diplomat, was to Japan. In total, I have now
served four times in Japan, living, working, and studying, in Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya,
Fukuoka and Kansai.

Since my arrival in Osaka, I have met many extraordinary people who are making the
relationship between the US and Japan stronger every day, in business, government, the
arts, education, academia, and especially in sports. When I watched young Japanese take the
top medals in skateboarding and snowboarding during the Olympics, I felt pride that those
kids, while representing Japan, had strong ties to the US. It was in California and Colorado
where they honed their skills, being coached and mentored by Americans who became their
friends. Young boys and girls who home-stayed with American families who shared their
enthusiasm. Last year, as we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the introduction of
baseball to Japan by an American teacher of English, two Japanese pioneers who played in
Major League Baseball, Masanori Murakami and Mac Suzuki, joined our celebration.
Murakami was the first Japanese in 1963, and all these years later, we now have one of the
most impactful baseball players of our time, Shohei Ohtani, setting new records almost
every day. Every one of these professional athletes, as well as every student who studies
abroad, every businessman or woman who, with their families, takes up the challenge of
living in a foreign culture for the first time, help to make our bonds stronger, our relations
closer, in every conceivable way. That is the bedrock, the foundation, of our bilateral
relations which are strengthened every single day.

As my career comes to an end, I feel confident that I have fulfilled my goal of becoming a
bridge between the U.S. and Japan, thanks to grassroots organizations like the Japan-Ameri-
ca Society of Osaka. I have had countless memorable experiences and have met many
wonderful, unforgettable people in 40 plus years. Every person, whether they are high level
officials, celebrities, or ordinary citizens, shared similar strong feelings about relations
between our countries and people. I am absolutely confident that the U.S.-Japan bilateral
relationship will continue to grow and achieve great results, the natural outcome whenever
we put our talents and minds together - it is limitless as the heavens and stars that we are
exploring together. Thank you for your friendship and support. I expect to return to Osaka
for the Expo in 2025 and hope to see some of you then.

[Retirementannouncement)

Hidetaka Yoshikawa, Former President
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Japan-America Society of Osaka

[ would like to express my sincere gratitude to all members of the
Japan-America Society of Osaka for helping me to complete a term of
two years as President starting in fiscal 2021. In addition to annual
events such as general meetings, social gatherings, parties on New
Year's Day and Thanksgiving Day, and the watching of the Arlington
Cup, we have observed the JASO Concert for two years in a row, thanks
to the help of the U.S. Consulate General in Osaka and Kobe., which left
me with a wonderful, impressive and unforgettable memory. Since this
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4R EE %52 Editor's column

avoidance of nonessential outings caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
we had received higher expectations from the members of the society.
Although this was our first event to be offered as the JASO secretariat,
the success of the event made us reaffirm a solid partnership between
Japan and the US. I would like to express my heartfelt appreciation to
all those who have supported our activities. I hope that JASO will
continue to play an important role in strengthening bilateral ties as a
bridge between Japan and the United States.

We are the staff members of Ichinen Holdings Corporation who have taken over the secretariat work
of Japan-America Society of Osaka (JASO) since the end of July.
We would like to thank the former secretariat, Takara Belmont Corporation, for their hard work in
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organizing the wonderful events and attentive support for our company despite the COVID-19
pandemic.

All of us here take tremendous pride in this historic and honorable commission within this organization.
With a renewed spirit of dedication, we will strive to manage the organization so that it can serve as a
bridge of friendship and exchange between our countries, the US. and Japan, while cherishing the
precious traditions that have been gifted to us from generation to generation. We sincerely look forward
to your continued support and encouragement over the next two years.




